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sephine Bass, who founded a shelter in Chi-
cago for women and children who are vic-
tims of domestic violence. It’s called the 
Neopolitan Lighthouse. And I like the sym-
bolism. Like each of you, a lighthouse 
shines through the storm and gives hope 
at night. And like each of you, it is a beacon 
to hundreds of others, an immovable light 
by which to chart one’s course to safety. 
And like each of you, it is proof that each 
Point of Light matters. Each time your mes-
sage gets through can mean one life 
changed and another life saved. 

Together, let’s pledge to take back our 
streets. Congratulations to all of you. Con-
gratulations to the winners. And thanks to 
all of you, and may God bless our great 
country. Thank you very much. 

[At this point, the awards were presented.] 

May we invite the Members of Congress 
to come up and congratulate our winners. 

Note: The President spoke at 2:11 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In 
his remarks he referred to Attorney General 
Dick Thornburgh; Jane Nady Burnley, Di-
rector of the Office for Victims of Crime; 
Richard M. Daley, mayor of Chicago; crime 
victim Diana Bowles; and the following re-
cipients of Department of Justice awards for 
outstanding public service on behalf of vic-
tims of crime: Frank Carrington, Gail 
Abarbanel, Jayne Crisp, Nancy Stoner 
Lampy, John Gillis, Barbara Reed, and Jose-
phine Bass. The proclamation is listed in 
Appendix E at the end of this volume. 

Nomination of Carl E. Mundy, Jr., To Be Commandant of the 
United States Marine Corps 
April 22, 1991 

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Lieutenant General Carl 
E. Mundy, Jr., to be Commandant of the 
U.S. Marine Corps, in the grade of general. 
He will succeed General A.M. Gray. 

General Mundy is currently serving as 
the commanding general, Fleet Marine 
Force Atlantic/II Marine Expeditionary 
Force/Fleet Marine Force Europe. Pre-

viously, he served as Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Plans, Policies, and Operations, Head-
quarters Marine Corps, and Marine Corps 
Operations Deputy to the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff (1986–1990). 

General Mundy is a native of Atlanta, 
GA. He is married to the former Linda 
Sloan, and they have three children. 

Remarks at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
Musicale Reception 
April 22, 1991 

Maestro, you and Sara can see how we 
all felt about that. But to Chairman 
Wolfensohn and Elaine; Chairman of the 
Corporate Fund William Schreyer; and to 
Dina—Dina Merrill Hartley of the Trustee 
Development Committee; and to the Con-
gressional Trustees, we welcome them, the 
members of the Trustees Circle and the 
new Hundred Club of the Corporate Fund. 

It is a pleasure—sheer heaven—for us 

to be here tonight sharing in a dream, Ted, 
of President Kennedy’s. JFK yearned 
to see an America that valued the art as 
much as business or science or politics. And 
he once said, ‘‘Roosevelt and Lincoln un-
derstood that the life of the arts is very 
close to the center of a nation’s purpose 
and is a test of the quality of a nation’s 
civilization.’’ 
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Tonight, in a sense, we pay tribute to 
that vision. And to all of yours. You’re here 
because you care deeply about this coun-
try’s need to nourish its spirit. You’re here 
because you believe in the Kennedy Cen-
ter’s vital and exciting and enjoyable work. 
And you’ve given of yourselves to endow 
its future and the Nation’s. 

And this is important work, and it’s great 
work, and it’s essential work because art 
strikes a chord within our hearts. The Ken-
nedy Center brings that extraordinary expe-
rience in all its wonderful diversity to mil-
lions of people. But it does something else 
remarkable, too. It has charged into a lead-
ership position in our society by broadening 
and deepening its education program, for 
its directors understand that nothing is 
more important than teaching our youth. 

And as we equip kids with the skills to 
compete in the 21st century, we must also 
help them develop as complete human 
beings. One way to do this is through the 
arts. And without knowledge of the beauty 
and depth of the human spirit, our lives 
and successes can become dull and joyless. 

As our national center for the arts, the 
Kennedy Center reaches across America 
and into the future. Last year its—your— 
education and public service programs 
reached over six million people, many of 
them kids, many of them children. Think 
of it. Think of how your gifts today are 
ensuring the future of the arts for the audi-
ences of tomorrow. But the Kennedy Cen-
ter clearly will not rest on such laurels. 
You’ve begun exploring new ways to bring 
art to even more people, making full use 
of television and radio, technologies that 
can turn homes into theaters. 

Your gifts are part of a unique private- 
public partnership, begun last year by the 
Congressional Trustees who are with us 
here tonight. They encouraged Congress, 

which answered my call for the funding 
needed to rescue the Center. And they 
helped inspire you, the donors that we sa-
lute this evening. 

And of course, tonight, we also salute two 
dazzling performers. Maestro Rostropovich, 
you honor us with your presence. We’re 
moved not only by your artistry but also 
by your compassion as an inexhaustible de-
fender of human rights. 

And Jim Wolfensohn has given many gifts 
to the artistic heart of this country. Sara, 
however, may be the most remarkable. 
[Laughter] So, thank you for showing us 
the importance of passing on the legacy, 
Jim, of your cultural heritage. 

You remind us of William Blake’s words: 
‘‘Nations are destroyed or flourish in pro-
portion as their poetry, painting, and music 
are destroyed or flourish.’’ 

And so, through the Kennedy Center, we 
resolve that our arts and our nation will, 
indeed, flourish forever. 

Thank you all. And God bless you in this 
important work. 

Note: The President spoke at 5:51 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House, following 
a performance by cellist Mstislav 
Rostropovich, the National Symphony Or-
chestra’s music director, and pianist Sara 
Wolfensohn. In his remarks, the President 
referred to James D. Wolfensohn, Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the Kennedy 
Center and father of Sara Wolfensohn; Mr. 
Wolfensohn’s wife, Elaine; William A. 
Schreyer, chairman and chief executive offi-
cer of Merrill Lynch and Co., Inc., and 
Chairman of the Kennedy Center Corporate 
Fund; Dina Merrill Hartley, Trustee of the 
Center and Chairperson of the Trustee De-
velopment Committee; and Senator Edward 
M. Kennedy. 
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