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Jan. 23 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 

Note: The President spoke at 7:42 p.m. in 
the Ballroom at the Washington Hilton 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Maj. 
Gen. Robert C. Hope, ret., president of the 
Reserve Officers Association; Senators Strom 

Thurmond and Ted Stevens; Representative 
G.V. (Sonny) Montgomery; President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq; Gen. Merrill A. 
McPeak, Air Force Chief of Staff; and Prime 
Minister John Major of the United Kingdom. 

Exchange With Reporters 
January 24, 1991 

Meeting With Republican Leaders 
Q. Mr. President, do you subscribe to 

Mr. Yeutter’s suggestion that the vote 
against the war resolution be an issue in 
the next election? 

The President. We’re here today to talk 
about a wide array of issues. This is my 
first meeting, formal meeting, with the Re-
publican leadership. We’ve been in touch 
on the Hill, obviously, because of the Gulf, 
with the Democrats and Republicans. But 
we’re moving forward now towards a new 
domestic agenda that’s going to require a 
lot of legislation, and that’s what the subject 
matter here is. We will have a briefing on 
the number one issue of the day, the Gulf 
crisis. We’ll probably be talking about 
events inside the Soviet Union that concern 
all of us, Democrats and Republican alike. 
And then we’ll focus in on the domestic 
agenda. And that’s the last question I’ll an-
swer. 

Thank you all very much. 
Secretary Yeutter. And you need a little 

more precision on what Mr. Yeutter said. 
[Laughter] 

Q. What did you say? 
Secretary Yeutter. We’ll tell you about 

that later. 
Q. ——that you said it, Mr. Yeutter. Is 

that a not—is he misquoting you, sir? 
Secretary Yeutter. I will have more to 

say on that 4 weeks from now. 
Q. Why wait that long? 
Q. Four weeks? 
Q. Truth should be told immediately. 

Note: This exchange began at 10:05 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. Sec-
retary of Agriculture Clayton K. Yeutter was 
nominated to be chairman of the Republican 
National Committee. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this 
exchange. 

Remarks to Arab-American Leaders 
January 25, 1991 

Normally I don’t have much to say at 
these meetings with the press. We do that 
in the press room. But I do want to thank 
you all for coming. I’m anxious to hear what 
you’ve discussed with Governor Sununu. 

But I want to take this opportunity to 
tell you something that bothers me because 
I’ve heard from some and then I’ve read 
accounts that suggest Arab-Americans in 
this country, because of the conflict abroad, 
are being discriminated against, and it’s 
causing pain in families in this country. And 

there is no room for discrimination against 
anybody in the United States of America. 
And I want you to suggest to me if there 
are things that I can do as President to 
get that message out loud and clear to every 
Arab-American; whether he agrees with me 
on this war or not is unimportant. 

The message is: There is no place for dis-
crimination in the United States of America. 
And if there’s anybody in the communities 
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