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the streets. Ours must be a politics of nego-
tiation, not a politics of coercion. 

We abhor the violence which has contin-
ued to rack our land because it has no place 
in the fashioning of democracy, and it must 
be rejected unequivocally by all parties. In-
timidation and armed struggle must be re-
jected in favor of dialog and consensus. A 
free and democratic South Africa will face 
many challenges as it strives to overcome 
the half-century lost to the evil of apartheid. 

Half of our population, ladies and gentle-
men, is under the age of 15. They will need 
education; they will need jobs; they will 
need health care and the basic tools of life 
if there is to be the growth and stability 
democracy requires. There must be a redis-
tribution of wealth brought about by the 
redistribution of opportunity. This means 
the creation of jobs and the encouragement 
of investment. 

Africa is a desperately poor continent 
which is only now beginning to join the 
movement toward multipartyism, markets, 
and growth. South Africa’s potential to play 
a supportive role in Africa can only be real-

ized once our own future is secured. 
The wide world—worldwide, rather, 

trend towards freedom is our inspiration, 
and the role of the United States has played 
in this is a very great one and a very impor-
tant one. We now ask that the United States 
help us to craft a new democracy in the 
same generous and evenhanded spirit it has 
displayed elsewhere, and that you continue 
to stand by our people as we strive to re-
build our nation. We have struggled and 
many have died to overcome apartheid so 
that our children may live free in the coun-
try of our forefathers and that they may 
learn to love peace and protect the fruit 
of our efforts, liberty. 

I thank you, Mr. President. 

Note: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. Prior 
to his remarks, the President and the Chief 
Minister met privately in the Oval Office 
and with U.S. and Inkatha officials in the 
Cabinet Room, and then attended a luncheon 
in the Old Family Dining Room. 

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With 
President Boris Yeltsin of the Republic of Russia 
June 20, 1991 

President Bush. Well, I’m very pleased 
to welcome to the White House the newly- 
elected President of the Russian Republic, 
Boris Yeltsin. And I want to publicly con-
gratulate President Yeltsin on a truly his-
toric victory in this election last week which 
made him the first democratically elected 
leader in the long and rich 1,000-year his-
tory of Russia. And to put it in American 
terms, he won by a landslide. 

We will be interested in his views on 
the critical issues confronting the U.S.S.R. 
and its place in the world: the attempt that 
we’re following from afar to forge a new 
union treaty, this historic effort to transform 
the Soviet economy, the imperative of free-
dom for the Baltic peoples, and of course, 
continued good relations with the United 
States and the West. 

We have been heartened and encouraged 
by President Yeltsin’s commitment to 
democratic values and free-market prin-
ciples, and we look forward to working with 
him. But at the same time—I want to be 
very clear about this—the United States will 
continue to maintain the closest possible 
official relationship with the Soviet Govern-
ment of President Gorbachev. Indeed, in 
just the few minutes we’ve had inside, Presi-
dent Yeltsin has told me that he and Presi-
dent Gorbachev are in very close contact 
and working cooperatively together to 
achieve these ends. 

He knows that I have great respect for 
President Gorbachev, as I do for him. And 
we have an excellent relationship, and our 
ability to work together has produced, I 
think, enormous benefits for both of our 
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countries and it served the cause of world 
peace and stability in the world. 

So, let’s not forget that it was President 
Gorbachev’s courageous policies of glasnost 
and perestroika that were the pivotal factors 
enabling us to end the cold war and make 
Europe whole and free. So, in this new 
world in which the United States works with 
the new Soviet Union, we want and intend 
to have good relations with the Soviet Gov-
ernment and certainly the Republic Gov-
ernments. And certainly, obviously, with 
this dramatic election, that includes Russia, 
the largest of them all. 

We’re very pleased to have the good for-
tune to work with such impressive men as 
President Gorbachev and President Yeltsin. 
And again, sir, welcome to the United 
States. You’ve made a tremendous impres-
sion here already, not simply in the Con-
gress and at the White House but with the 
people along The Mall out here. And that’s 
what democracy is all about. 

So, I really am looking forward to ex-
changing views on these questions and any 
other questions that are on your agenda. 
Welcome to the White House. 

All yours, sir. 
President Yeltsin. I thank you for the 

warm words addressed to my homeland, 
to Russia, to President Gorbachev, and to 
me. I thank you for receiving me here in 
the White House and for this invitation to 
exchange views on the present-day situation 
in Russia, in my country, and also about 
the future which we are eager to build. 

The popular elections for the President 
of Russia, which was the choice of the ma-
jority of the people of Russia, was indeed 
the choice in favor of democracy and the 
profound economic and social reform. 

We are also believers in freedom for the 
peoples of the Baltic countries who should 
not be chained because one cannot build 
a union with chains. 

I want to assure you, Mr. President, and 
through you, the people of the United 
States, that all the positive things that have 
been attained and achieved by President 
Nixon, by you personally, by President 
Gorbachev, in the fields of security and co-
operation, in reducing the global military 
confrontation, is a major achievement of 
us all. And I shall seek to develop this 

achievement together with President 
Gorbachev. 

Indeed, we still have forces back at home 
which want to go back to the times of stag-
nation. But I can, with all the responsibility, 
assure you that this will not happen. Russia, 
which accounts for 70 percent of the gross 
national product of the Soviet Union, is 
firmly and irrevocably committed to democ-
racy. And it will not allow any reversion 
of the course of history. 

Once again, Mr. President, I thank you 
for this invitation, and I hope that we shall 
have a success in our discussions. I thank 
you. 

Q. Mr. President—— 
Q. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. We can’t take any ques-

tions. Maybe—should we each take one? 
Q. Earlier today, President Yeltsin said 

that he thought all Soviet foreign aid should 
be stopped, that charity begins at home. 
He included Cuba in this. I assume you 
would approve of such remarks. 

President Bush. I’d say the matter of for-
eign aid is a matter for the Soviet Union 
to determine. They know that we’ve had 
differences on Cuba, and it wouldn’t hurt 
my feelings a bit if they cut off all foreign 
aid to Cuba, if that’s the question. 

President Yeltsin. It is my understanding 
that this question is also addressed to me. 
I have said that the Supreme Soviet of the 
Russian Federation has enacted a law under 
which all extenuous systems of all countries 
and all regimes is terminated. All without 
exception. And I am stressing that point. 
We only have 180 million rubles to disburse 
for Afghanistan. But we have warned the 
people that as of July 1, assistance will be 
terminated. We shall have to trade with 
them. 

Afghanistan has tobacco, fruit, and vege-
tables. And they can trade with us, more 
so that they are very good merchants. We 
want to maintain commercial relations with 
all the countries, not just give us help and 
assistance, because I do believe that charity 
begins at home. And in my country two 
out of every five persons live below the 
poverty line. 

President Bush. May I have the last word? 
See, I’ve learned something here. If I had 
had that answer inside before I gave my 
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answer, I might have had a more knowl-
edgeable answer. 

So, now we’re going to go in and do some 
work in here. And I learned something with 
great interest here about the laws as already 
passed in the Soviet Union. And I salute 
them. That’s their decision. And it’s not 
the United States role to fine-tune how the 
Soviet Union or Russia or anybody else deal 
with other countries. That’s their business. 

And I’m very interested in that answer. And 
now we’re going to go in and learn some 
more. 

Note: President Bush spoke at 3:23 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to President Mikhail 
Gorbachev of the Soviet Union. President 
Yeltsin spoke in Russian, and his remarks 
were translated by an interpreter. 

Remarks to the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials 
June 21, 1991 

Thank you. Let me salute Secretary Skin-
ner. I’ll tell you, he is doing a superb job 
out there. And I heard about a half an hour 
of his remarks there—[laughter]—and I 
thought he did a great job warming up the 
crowd. We don’t need it here, but he gave 
my speech. But look, we all know that Sam 
is committed, doing a first-class job, over-
coming obstacles along the way, and making 
great progress on this subject that’s of such 
concern to all of us here. 

Let me salute also Hal Rives, the 
AASHTO president, and thank him and all 
of you for being with us today. Behind me 
we’ve got the flags of all the States, and 
we stuck them out here for a reason, just 
as you and the Secretary are here for a 
reason, and that is to symbolize our commit-
ment to a new partnership in creating a 
truly national highway system. 

You all understand the importance of mo-
bility in our society. Our economic growth, 
our international competitiveness, even our 
cultural vitality, all depend on the transpor-
tation lifelines that span this nation, that 
let people get to work, get home, to enter-
tainment, to family, and friends. 

We’re the most mobile society in history, 
economically and, of course, I’d say literally 
as well, given our size. This century, we’ve 
developed the world’s most advanced trans-
portation system. We’ve done it through 
strong commitment; we’ve done it through 
substantial investment. We’ve tried to har-
ness the power of market forces, and we’re 

going to continue to do that. But we also 
believe in solid partnerships between the 
private sector and government at all levels. 

No transportation partnership has en-
dured so long or accomplished as much 
as the one between the Federal Govern-
ment and AASHTO. Our organizations have 
worked together, I’m told, for 75 years now. 
We’ve helped turn a sprawling land knitted 
together by dusty back roads into a nation 
linked together by high-performance roads 
and highways. Those corridors have re-
shaped our nation and made it possible for 
all of us to take mobility for granted. 

When Ike—when President Eisenhower 
first proposed a major national highway net-
work back in ’56, he laid the groundwork 
for unprecedented movement, unprece-
dented access all across America: to prod-
ucts, to services, and obviously, in the proc-
ess, to prosperity. 

Now, as the whole world seems to shrink 
while the competitive pace quickens, we 
must make certain American business has 
the mobility to compete and get its goods 
to market. That’s why our surface transpor-
tation proposal calls for significant invest-
ment in the future. We propose, as Sam 
mentioned, increasing Federal highway 
spending by 39 percent over the next 5 
years. The interstate system has mapped 
out our economic prosperity by ensuring 
our competitiveness and productivity. 

We’re committed to building stronger 
partnerships at every level. We favor giving 
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