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Statement on the Resignation of United States Supreme Court 
Associate Justice Thurgood Marshall 
June 27, 1991 

Justice Marshall has rendered extraor-
dinary and distinguished service to his coun-
try as a pioneering civil rights lawyer, a 
judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit, as Solicitor General, and 
in his tenure on the Supreme Court. His 
career is an inspiring example for all Ameri-

cans. He grew up under segregation to 
achieve the highest office to which a lawyer 
can aspire. His accomplishments on the 
Bench will long be remembered. We wish 
him the best in his retirement. I intend 
to nominate a successor very soon. 

White House Statement on the Executive Order Amending the 
Manual for Courts-Martial, United States, 1984 
June 27, 1991 

The President today signed an Executive 
order entitled ‘‘Amendments to the Manual 
for Courts-Martial, United States, 1984.’’ 

This order amends the rules for Courts- 
Martial relating to pretrial investigations, 
discovery, and procedure; pretrial agree-
ment negotiations; speedy trial; and appel-

late actions. It also amends the Military 
Rules of Evidence relating to polygraph evi-
dence and makes minor changes in the defi-
nition of crimes and punishments. 

Note: The Executive order is listed in Appen-
dix E at the end of this volume. 

Nomination of Olin L. Wethington To Be Deputy Under Secretary 
of the Treasury 
June 27, 1991 

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Olin L. Wethington, of 
Virginia, to be Deputy Under Secretary of 
the Treasury for International Affairs. He 
would succeed Charles H. Dallara. Upon 
appointment, Mr. Wethington shall be des-
ignated as an Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury and a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation. He would succeed 
Charles H. Dallara. 

Since 1990, Mr. Wethington has served 
as Special Assistant to the President and 
Executive Secretary to the Economic Policy 
Council at the White House in Washington, 
DC. Prior to this he served as a partner 
with the law firm of Steptoe and Johnson 

in Washington, DC, 1985–1990; a Deputy 
Under Secretary for International Trade at 
the Department of Commerce, 1983–1985; 
and Director of the Planning and Evalua-
tion staff for the International Trade Ad-
ministration at the Department of Com-
merce, 1982. In addition Mr. Wethington 
served as an Executive Assistant to the 
Under Secretary for International Trade at 
the Department of Commerce, 1981–1982; 
an attorney with the law firm of Steptoe 
and Johnson, 1977–1981; and an adjunct 
professor of law at Georgetown University 
Law Center, 1980–1981. 

Mr. Wethington graduated from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania (B.A., 1971, and 
M.A., 1971); Columbia University (Ph.D., 
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1974); and Harvard Law School (J.D., 
1977). He was born on November 17, 1948, 
in Durham, NC. Mr. Wethington is mar-

ried, has three children, and resides in 
McLean, VA. 

Statement on Signing the Education Council Act of 1991 
June 27, 1991 

Today I have signed S. 64, the ‘‘Education 
Council Act of 1991.’’ This legislation is the 
first legislative success for our AMERICA 
2000 strategy and is an example of the con-
structive, bipartisan effort needed to trans-
form our educational system. 

This legislation establishes a National 
Commission on Time and Learning and a 
National Council on Education Standards 
and Testing. Their establishment will help 
us to focus on issues critical to schools and 
students in this Nation and to rethink how 
we can best achieve educational excellence 
in America. 

The National Commission on Time and 
Learning, which is similar to the Commis-
sion proposed in our AMERICA 2000 plan, 
will examine the quality and adequacy of 
the study and learning time of the Nation’s 
elementary and secondary students. It will 
consider issues regarding the length of the 
school day and year, the role of homework, 
the use of time spent for academic subjects, 
year-round professional opportunities for 
teachers, and the use of schools for ex-
tended learning programs. 

The National Council on Education 
Standards and Testing will report, by De-
cember 31, 1991, to the Congress, the Sec-

retary of Education, and the National Edu-
cation Goals Panel on the establishment of 
national education standards and an appro-
priate system of voluntary national testing, 
activities proposed in AMERICA 2000. It 
explicitly recognizes the importance of the 
National Education Goals Panel and its role. 

I urge the Congress to pass quickly the 
remaining legislative components of 
AMERICA 2000, including proposals that 
would create a New Generation of Amer-
ican Schools, promote parental choice, and 
establish Governors’ Academies for Teach-
ers and School Leaders. AMERICA 2000 
is a vital part of our decade-long crusade 
to help America reach the National Edu-
cation Goals. Passage of the ‘‘AMERICA 
2000 Excellence in Education Act’’ will has-
ten our advance toward achieving those 
goals. 

GEORGE BUSH 

The White House, 
June 27, 1991. 

Note: S. 64, approved June 27, was assigned 
Public Law No. 102–62. The statement was 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on June 28. 

Statement on South Africa’s Accession to the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty 
June 28, 1991 

I welcome and strongly commend the 
Government of South Africa’s decision to 
accede to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. This decision reflects the growing 
international conviction to halt the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction, 

as exemplified by the adherence to the trea-
ty by other states in the region. It further 
demonstrates the statesmanship and vision 
of President de Klerk as he takes South 
Africa into a new era beyond apartheid and 
regional conflict, toward reconciliation and 
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