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our first class of Presidential faculty fellows,
30 young faculty members named for their
excellence and promise in research and
teaching. These scientists and engineers
represent the best investment that we can
make in our future. But I’d like to remind
them of something. As you look at the dis-
tinguished medalists that we honor today,
remember that whatever work you do, you
will be standing on the shoulders of giants.

I want to tell you about something, in
conclusion here, pretty unusual that I ran
into—I want to say discovered—a few
months ago up in New Hampshire. Dean
Kamen is here. He is a very special individ-
ual. What I’m talking about, the discovery,
was of something known as the Maize Craze
competition. I’m not sure exactly how to
describe it. Kids have to make a kind of
a robot to fetch tennis balls out of a box
filled with corn. Some of the best ideas
sound pretty strange at first, but let me tell
you, this is a terrific idea.

I was enormously impressed, Dean, by
how this Maize Craze teams high school
students with high-powered engineering
teams from major universities and corpora-
tions, a great example of the private-public
partnership that will lead us to excellence
in the next century. I had forgotten what
a salesman Dean is, but he just came into
my office and he said, ‘‘Now, if these cor-
porations can sponsor Olympic athletes, why
isn’t it a great idea that they encourage
young scientists in the same way?’’ And he’s
absolutely right about that. Maize Craze is
part of U.S. FIRST, a national alliance of
business, education, and Government work-
ing to reverse declining student interest and
performance in science and math.

I invited Dean to bring his winners here

today, sponsors Xerox and NYPRO, and
teams from Wilson Magnet and Clinton
High Schools. We’re honoring today a spec-
trum of achievers that goes then from high
school to the pinnacle of research. In turn,
we need to nurture every step on the edu-
cational ladder, for each depends on the
soundness of the preceding one.

So I just came out here to say congratula-
tions to all of you, especially, of course, to
our distinguished medalists who show us the
triumph of the human mind and the unfold-
ing drama of the human imagination. May
God bless all of you. And now, Dr. Bernthal
will present the citations, and I will stand
in awe as these geniuses come marching
by.

Congratulations, and thank you all for
coming.

[At this point, Deputy Director Bernthal
presented the medals.]

Well, I believe that concludes our cere-
mony. Dean, are those young people with
you here? Maybe we could ask them to
stand up, all those that came down from
the Maize group. Where are you, all of you
scientists—tortured my mind up there.

Well, that concludes our ceremony. But
we’re just delighted you all were here, and
thank you very much for coming. Thank
you.

Note: The President spoke at 1:38 p.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Dean L. Kamen,
founder of U.S. FIRST, and D. Allan
Bromley, Assistant to the President for
Science and Technology and Director of the
Office of Science and Technology Policy.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Estonia-United States
Fishery Agreement
June 23, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery

Conservation and Management Act of 1976
(Public Law 94–265; 16 U.S.C. 1801, et
seq.), I transmit herewith an Agreement be-

tween the Government of the United States
of America and the Government of the Re-
public of Estonia Concerning Fisheries off
the Coasts of the United States, with annex,
signed at Washington on June 1, 1992. The
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agreement constitutes a governing inter-
national fishery agreement within the re-
quirements of section 201(c) of the Act.

Fishing industry interests of the United
States have urged prompt implementation
of this agreement to take advantage of op-

portunities for seasonal cooperative fishing
ventures.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
June 23, 1992.

Message to the House of Representatives Returning Without
Approval the National Institutes of Health Revitalization
Amendments of 1992
June 23, 1992

To the House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith without my ap-

proval H.R. 2507, the ‘‘National Institutes
of Health Revitalization Amendments of
1992,’’ which would extend and amend bio-
medical research authorities of the National
Institutes of Health (NIH).

Before discussing the flaws of H.R. 2507,
I must clarify two misperceptions. First,
H.R. 2507 is not necessary to assure that
Federal spending continue for biomedical
research, or for research related to any dis-
ease, disorder, or condition. Second, H.R.
2507 is not necessary to increase support
for research targeted at women’s health
needs. Great progress is being made in the
area of women’s health under the valued
leadership of the first female director of the
NIH.

H.R. 2507 is unacceptable to me on al-
most every ground: ethical, fiscal, adminis-
trative, philosophical, and legal. I repeatedly
warned the Congress of this at each stage
of the legislative process. The bill’s provi-
sions permitting the use of tissue from in-
duced abortions for federally funded trans-
plantation research involving human sub-
jects are inconsistent with our Nation’s
deeply held beliefs. Moreover, it is clear
that this legislation would be counter-
productive to the attainment of our Nation’s
health research objectives.

H.R. 2507 is objectionable because it
would lift the current moratorium on the
use of Federal funds for fetal tissue trans-
plantation research where the tissue is ob-
tained from induced abortions. Let it be
clear: this is not a moratorium on research.

It is only a moratorium on the use of one
source of tissue for that research. I believe
this moratorium is important in order to
prevent taxpayer funds from being used for
research that many Americans find morally
repugnant and because of its potential for
promoting and legitimatizing abortion.

My Administration is strongly committed
to pursuing research to find cures and treat-
ments for such disorders as Parkinson’s dis-
ease, diabetes, and Alzheimer’s disease that
have been held out as areas where fetal tis-
sue research might be pursued. Fetal tissue
transplantation research relating to these
disorders can proceed without relying on
tissue from induced abortions. Medical ex-
perts at the Department of Health and
Human Services have assured me that ec-
topic pregnancies and spontaneous abor-
tions provide sufficient and suitable tissue
to meet anticipated research needs. There-
fore, on May 19, 1992, I issued an Execu-
tive order establishing a fetal tissue bank
that will collect tissue from these sources
so as to meet the needs of the research
community. The bank will provide tissue di-
rectly to scientists for their research. This
approach truly represents the pro-research
and ethical alternative that will allow this
research to go forward without relying on
a source of tissue that many find to be mor-
ally objectionable.

H.R. 2507 also contains fiscally irrespon-
sible authorization levels. The total cost of
the provisions in this legislation could ex-
ceed the FY 1993 Budget I presented to the
Congress by $3.2 billion. It is exceedingly
unlikely, if not impossible, that the Con-
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