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yet, look at the numbers.

The President. 1 get it. I said these num-
bers are not good. But I've got an answer
for it. The answer is that the Congress
ought to pass these stimulants to the econ-
omy. And it is unarguable.

Representatives. Hear, hear!

The President. Everybody feels that it
would help and get the economic growth
more robust. The economy grew at 2.7 per-
cent first quarter, and it’s going to grow
this time.

Q. So it’s the Congress” fault?

The President. I'm not trying to assign
blame. You asked me what I'd do about
it, and I'm saying, stimulate the economy.
It's the fault of the Democratic leadership
that these economic growth provisions have
not been enacted, yes, on that one. But hell,
I'll take my share of the blame. Everybody
should.

Q. Mr. President——

The President. report the things that
are just kind of negative out there. This
economy is growing. And yet, Mr. Lichter
says that 92 percent and says everything’s
bad. I mean, see, I'd like it a little more
balanced. I'd like to see this thing moving
on reality, not on misperception.

Q. Do you always bring your—with you?
[Laughter]

The President. 1 told them to keep this
thing secret. Extraterrestrial who met with
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George Bush at Camp David—I told him,
I said, if I'm going to meet with you
[laughter]—I told him it was for me all
along. There he is. [Laughter]

Q. How do you stop blaming the media—
every time you say people don’t know that
there is real recovery—I mean, they've seen
it today.

The President. 2.7 percent growth.

Q. Yes, but now you see what the unem-
ployment is.

The President. Well, I never said unem-
ployment was perfect. I've been saying too
many people are out of work. Let’s get
them back to work by stimulating the econ-
omy.

Q. the deficit reduction bill that bi-
partisan House leaders

The President. Deficit reduction? No, the
first thing I'd like to see is have the Con-
gress pass what I have just been proposing
and have reproposed.

Note: The President spoke at 10:23 a.m. in
the House Chamber at the Capitol. The fol-
lowing persons were referred to: Gail R.
Wilensky, Deputy Assistant to the President
for Policy Development; Rich Bond, chair-
man, Republican National Committee; and
S. Robert Lichter, codirector, Center for
Media and Public Affairs. Part of this ex-
change could not be verified because the
tape was incomplete.

Message to the Congress Transmitting Proposed Legislation on

Health Care
July 2, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit today for your
immediate consideration and enactment the
“Health Care Liability Reform and Quality
of Care Improvement Act of 1992.” Also
transmitted is a section-by-section analysis.

This legislative proposal would assist in
stemming the rising costs of health care
caused by medical professional liability.
During recent years, the costs of defensive
medical practice and of litigation related to
health care disputes have had a substantial

impact on the affordability and availability
of quality medical care. The bill attacks
these very serious problems.

The bill would establish incentives for
States to adopt within 3 years quality assur-
ance measures and tort reforms. In addi-
tion, the health care reforms would apply to
medical care and treatment funded through
specific Federal programs pertaining to
health care and employee benefits and to
claims under the Federal Tort Claims Act.
The tort reforms include: (1) a reasonable
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cap on noneconomic damages; (2) the elimi-
nation of joint and several liability for those
damages; (3) prohibiting double recoveries
by plaintiffs; and (4) permitting health care
providers to pay damages for future costs
periodically rather than in a lump sum.

Last year I recommended enactment of
the “Health Care Liability Reform and
Quality of Care Improvement Act of 1991.”
The enclosed bill includes the core provi-
sions of that bill and expands its scope to
ensure that treatment under federally fund-
ed health care and Federal employee bene-
fit programs is subject to key reforms re-

gardless of State action. Claims arising from
such health care would first be considered
through a fair system of nonbinding arbitra-
tion, in an effort to resolve the claims with-
out litigation.

I urge the prompt and favorable consider-
ation of this proposal, which would com-
plement the other initiatives the Administra-
tion is undertaking regarding malpractice

and quality of care.
GEORGE BUsH

The White House,
July 2, 1992.

Statement on the United States Nuclear Weapons Initiative

July 2, 1992

In the wake of the momentous changes
in what was then the Soviet Union, last Sep-
tember 27 in an address to the Nation from
the Oval Office I directed that the United
States undertake dramatic changes and re-
ductions in our nuclear arsenal and chal-
lenged the Soviet leadership to go down the
same road with us. In that speech, I di-
rected that the United States bring home
from overseas and destroy our entire world-
wide inventory of ground-launched theater
nuclear weapons. At the same time, I an-
nounced that the United States would with-
draw all tactical nuclear weapons from its
surface ships, attack submarines, and those
nuclear weapons associated with our land-
based naval aircraft. Many of these are to
be dismantled and destroyed.

Today I can tell you that all of the
planned withdrawals are complete. All
ground-launched tactical nuclear weapons
have been returned to U.S. territory, as
have all naval tactical nuclear weapons.
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Those weapons designated to be destroyed
are being retired and scheduled for destruc-
tion.

These historic measures would not have
been possible without the full support of
our allies around the world and without the
farsichted and courageous leadership of
Russian President Boris Yeltsin, Ukrainian
President Leonid Kravchuk, Republic of
Kazakhstan President Nursultan
Nazarbayev, and Chairman of the Supreme
Soviet of the Republic of Byelarus Stanislav
Shushkevich. They pledged to honor Soviet
commitments to take comparable steps re-
ducing tactical nuclear weapons. It is impor-
tant that the implementation of these com-
mitments be successfully concluded.

Now I look forward to the prompt ratifi-
cation of START and to concluding a treaty
on the even more far-reaching reductions
President Yeltsin and I announced at the
recent summit in Washington.
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