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Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the Macedonia
Recognition Dispute
July 3, 1992

The President strongly supports early res-
olution of the dispute over recognition of
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia. In this connection, we welcome efforts
of the European Community to find a solu-
tion, including those taken at the June 29
summit. The United States would support

any solution that is acceptable to the parties
themselves. The United States therefore
stands ready to do what it can, in support
of European Community efforts, to help the
parties solve this problem so that they can
get on with a normal relationship.

Remarks to the Pepsi 400 Drivers and Owners in Daytona Beach,
Florida
July 4, 1992

Thank you all very much. Thank you guys
for the welcome, appreciate it. Thank you
very, very much. First off, let me just pay
my respects to the France family. Bill’s late
dad was a friend, and we mourn his passing,
a great guy, great for racing, a great Amer-
ican, the values always intact. So I wanted
to mention that at the beginning of these
very brief remarks.

I salute the spirit of NASCAR, the spirit
of racing. If there’s ever a group of people
that stood for what we call family values,
American traditional values, it’s this crowd
I’m talking to right now. When I think of
the Fourth of July, I count my blessings
for our freedom. I know we’ve got some
big problems in this country, but there’s an
awful lot right about the United States of
America, too. And this spirit that you feel
just the minute you get here expresses a
lot about that.

So I really wanted to pop in here, just
wish you well, tell you I’m glad to be back.
This is my third visit to a race in Daytona.

Having been the grand marshal of the Day-
tona 500, why, I expect it’s only downhill.
But here I am as President of the United
States; maybe that will help a little bit.

But keep up the great work for American
sports, American values. We’re very, very
proud of you. And as for Richard Petty Day
or Richard Petty, number 43—they’re salut-
ing him all the way around the track here—
I’m proud to be at his side on this very
special day, too.

Thank you all, and best of luck to all of
you.

Note: The President spoke at 9:52 a.m. in
Garage 42C at Daytona International
Speedway. In his remarks, he referred to
William C. France, president of the National
Association for Stock Car Auto Racing
(NASCAR); the late William H.G. France,
founder of NASCAR; and all-time champion
driver Richard Petty, who was participating
in his final race at Daytona International
Speedway.

Remarks at the Richard Petty Tribute in Daytona Beach
July 4, 1992

Thank you all very much. I can think of
no better place to wish our Nation happy

Independence Day, happy Fourth of July,
than standing right here with this patriotic,
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