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gets tough, we get moving. We don’t apolo-
gize, and we don’t quit. We never quit. And
we don’t forget the POW’s and the MIA’s,
I might add, either. We’re with them.

Eisenhower spoke of ‘‘the great and price-
less privilege of growing up in a small
town.’’ Well, Barbara and I are privileged
to be in a small town that proves how right
Ike was.

And ours is a nation, believe me, ours
is a nation whose best days lie ahead. These
kids here can go to bed at night with less
fear of nuclear war because we’ve been
here.

Now we’ve got to keep moving and bring
that change to everybody in America that
wants opportunity. And we can do it. Why?

Because on this special day of freedom we
are still the United States of America: noth-
ing to apologize for, everything to be proud
of.

Thank you, and God bless each and every
one of you.

Note: The President spoke at 3:07 p.m. at
Legion Park. In his remarks, he referred to
Mayor Judy Hampton of Faith; Daisy Bost,
program coordinator for the Independence
Day celebration in Faith; Dale Earnhardt,
NASCAR driver and Winston Cup cham-
pion; Elizabeth Hanford Dole, president of
the American Red Cross; and the late
Frances Bavier, actress.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Lech Walesa of
Poland in Warsaw
July 5, 1992

President Walesa. I’d like to state once
again that we owe a great deal to America.
We’d like to pay tribute to the President
and try to do everything to retain the inter-
est of the States and of Mr. President, and
at the same time making it as good as pos-
sible for America.

American involvement in leading towards
democracy was great. And in Poland, Amer-
ican involvement is necessary for Europe.
We simply cannot envisage Europe without
an American presence.

It is not safe at all here after the disman-
tling of the Soviet Union, only today the
dangers are somewhat different. And I am
convinced that without U.S. presence we
won’t make it at all. That is why I wish
to thank the President and to thank America
for everything that Central Europe has
achieved, particularly in this very special
moment, and hoping for the presence of
the President and of America in order for
us to be successful. It can be successful;
it can be great business; however, only if
we do it together.

Once more I wish to welcome you most
cordially, Mr. President, and your delega-
tion. And I would wish you less problems

with this part of the world.
President Bush. And may I just respond

and tell the Polish side here what I’ve just
told President Walesa, and that is we have
every intention of remaining involved. We
appreciate the President’s understanding of
the importance of NATO. And we feel that
a vigorous trade between Poland and the
United States is in our interests as well as
Poland’s.

So I told the President we would do ev-
erything we can to keep the United States
involved, to keep a strong NATO, to stay
in touch on the security side of things, and
then to figure out what we can do to go
forward on the trade matters because we
think he has properly assessed the security
concerns and economic concerns in Europe,
and we want to continue to be helpful. And
we will be. We will be.

There is a great affection in the United
States for Poland, as you know from your
own visits there. And the fact that Poland
wants us to do what we’re doing, stay in-
volved, try to be constructive partners, that’s
very helpful for the United States, too. So
thank you for your hospitality.
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Note: The remarks began at 12:45 p.m. in
the Green Room at the Royal Palace. Presi-
dent Walesa spoke in Polish, and his re-

marks were translated by an interpreter. A
tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks to Polish Citizens in Warsaw
July 5, 1992

Thank you, Mr. President, for those very
kind words. And good afternoon to Mrs.
Walesa. It’s a pleasure to be back here. I’m
pleased that the U.S. Presidential delega-
tion, headed by our own Secretary
Derwinski, could be here today.

So hello, Warsaw, and hello, Poland.
Thank you all for this warm welcome. Bar-
bara and I are honored to be back once
more, to come home once more to the
birthplace of the Revolution of ’89. And I’m
especially pleased to come here from Amer-
ica’s Fourth of July celebration of freedom
and carry that same spirit to a free Poland.

This is truly a homecoming, the day Po-
land welcomes home a part of its proud
history, a great patriot, a patron of freedom.
You spoke eloquently of him. Through his
long life, Ignacy Paderewski fought for a
free and independent Poland. When inde-
pendence came, Paderewski served as
Prime Minister of your new nation. When
occupation came, he joined the exiled gov-
ernment. And when he died, America gave
this great friend of freedom a place along-
side our honored dead in Arlington Ceme-
tery to rest, in the words of our President
Franklin Roosevelt, ‘‘until Poland would be
free.’’

Few knew then how many dark days
would come and go, how many lifetimes
would pass until this day. When years
passed without fanfare or ceremony, when
a small, simple marker took the place of
a larger stone, Poles understood. In 5 years
or 50 years, Paderewski would one day
come home to Polish soil.

Today, a patriot has come home. Today,
Poland is free. And what a magnificent day
this is. On this Sunday, from St. John’s Ca-
thedral to the village churches of Zakopane,
the bells toll not simply the solemn requiem
but a new beginning, a new birth of free-

dom for Poland and its people.
It’s a new beginning not just for Poland

but for all of Europe and the world. It is
proper that we mark this new birth in your
country. It was here in Poland that the Sec-
ond World War began. It was here in Po-
land that the cold war first cast its shadow.
And it was here in Poland that the people
at long last brought the cold war to an end.

I’ve said many times that in the deepest
sense, the cold war was a war of ideas, a
contest between two ways of life. The rulers
of the old regime claimed they saw the tri-
umph of the totalitarian ideal written in the
laws of history. They failed to see the love
of freedom written in the human heart.

I recall my last visit to Poland: The fierce
defiance and determination in the faces of
the workers gathered in what was then
called the Lenin Shipyard in Gdansk, the
warmth and the welcome for America made
plain to Barbara and me by you, the good
people of Poland. We’ll never forget it.

Just think of the new world that’s
emerged these past 3 years: Europe, whole
and free; Russia, turning from dictatorship
to democracy; Ukraine and the other na-
tions of the old Soviet empire, free and
independent. Look at this new world, and
remember where that revolution began:
right here in Poland.

Today, Poland stands transformed. Your
bold economic reforms have earned the
world’s admiration and support. And what’s
more, they’re working. Shelves that once
stood empty are now stocked with goods.
Gone is the old Communist Party head-
quarters, now home to the Warsaw Stock
Exchange and the Polish-America Enter-
prise Fund, providing seed capital to help
Poland’s private sector growth and prosper.
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