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free needles to drug users only encourages
more drug use.

S. 1306 will also reorganize the Alcohol,
Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Adminis-
tration (ADAMHA) within HHS. This reor-
ganization, proposed by the Administration,
will create for the first time an agency that
is focused solely on providing services to
those who suffer from, or are vulnerable
to, mental illness and addictive disorders.
The reorganization will allow us to develop
more fully the ability to target services to
people who need them. It will also enhance
Federal leadership and help State and local
organizations provide and improve services
to address these important public health
problems.

At the same time, the reorganization will
strengthen the Nation’s research agenda
through the integration of ADAMHA’s
three research institutes—the National In-
stitute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism,
the National Institute on Drug Abuse, and
the National Institute of Mental Health—
into the National Institutes of Health
(NIH). Bringing research on mental illness
and addictive disorders into the mainstream
of biomedical and behavioral research at
NIH will foster a greater exchange of infor-
mation. It will also encourage the sharing
of expertise in neuroscience and behavioral

research within the biomedical research
community.

There are many positive features of S.
1306 that will help the victims of mental
illness and substance abuse. I am, however,
concerned about the cost of certain block
grant mandates in the bill and the effect
they will have on the ability of the States
to provide substance abuse treatment serv-
ices to those in need. Such mandates are
inconsistent with the purpose of a block
grant, which is to allow States the flexibility
to design programs tailored to their specific
needs. It is my intent that every effort be
made to ensure that these mandates do not
result in a reduction in the States’ ability
to provide treatment services to the greatest
possible number of persons in need.

In signing this legislation today, I con-
tinue the Administration’s commitment to
address the immeasurable costs to our soci-
ety and the suffering of our citizens that
result from mental health illness and drug
and alcohol abuse.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
July 10, 1992.

Note: S. 1306, approved July 10, was as-
signed Public Law No. 102–321.

Statement on the Sentencing of Manuel Noriega
July 10, 1992

The sentence imposed today on Manuel
Noriega is a fitting punishment for drug
crimes that have harmed all Americans. It
demonstrates that international drug felons
are not above the law, no matter how great
their wealth, their status, or their armed
might.

Illegal drugs inflict great suffering
throughout our Nation and the world. Any-

one who trafficks in them should be
brought to justice. Operation Just Cause
freed the people of Panama from a brutal
tyranny; the sentence handed down today
demonstrates that it also led to the convic-
tion and just punishment of an unrepentant
drug criminal. For that, Americans and our
allies abroad have reason to be proud.
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