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in that person’s State of origin, regardless
of whether the State of origin’s rate is high-
er or lower than Wisconsin’s.

The Problem
Wisconsin’s survey of new welfare recipi-

ents in Milwaukee County for June 1992
found 16 percent had moved to Wisconsin,
applied for welfare benefits within 90 days
of arriving in the State, and had never pre-
viously lived in Wisconsin. Of this group,
28 percent had moved from Illinois.

In explaining why it seeks waivers, Wis-
consin notes that, except for Minnesota,
welfare benefits in all adjoining and nearby
States are lower than in Wisconsin. Wiscon-
sin’s welfare benefit for a family of three
is $517 per month. The level in Illinois, the
most populous adjoining State, is $367 per
month for a family of three. Payments are
$288 per month in Indiana, $426 in Iowa,
and $532 in Minnesota for families of three.

The President’s Proposal
In his State of the Union Address, the

President pledged to help any State at-
tempting to reform its welfare system to
promote individual responsibility by making
it easier to obtain quickly any waiver of
Federal regulations that may be required.

Today’s is the sixth such waiver to be ap-
proved since the State of the Union. It is

the second for Wisconsin; Wisconsin re-
ceived its first waiver on April 17. Other
waivers have been approved for California,
Maryland, New Jersey, and Oregon.

Wisconsin’s Two-Tier Welfare
Demonstration Project

The project will run for 3 years in up
to six Wisconsin counties. The two-tier ben-
efit will be in effect in Milwaukee, Kenosha,
Racine, and up to three other counties. In
those counties, AFDC benefits for a new
arrival in the State would be paid at the
level in that person’s State of origin, regard-
less of whether the State of origin’s rate
is higher or lower than Wisconsin’s. A per-
son arriving in the State to take a job who
is employed for at least 90 days and subse-
quently seeks AFDC will be paid at the
Wisconsin rate. A person who is a former
Wisconsin resident for at least 6 months will
also be paid at the Wisconsin rate.

Results in the counties where the two-
tier benefit is in effect will be compared
to three other counties and the balance of
the State where the two-tier benefit will not
be in effect. The project will operate for
3 years, after which its effects will be evalu-
ated to assess whether AFDC recipients
move to the State for the purposes of ob-
taining higher AFDC benefits.

White House Fact Sheet: The Wisconsin Youth Apprenticeship
Program
July 27, 1992

Today the President commended Wiscon-
sin Governor Tommy Thompson for his ef-
forts in developing a statewide youth ap-
prenticeship program. The Wisconsin youth
apprenticeship program, undertaken in part-
nership with the U.S. Department of Labor,
which provided $200,000 in seed money to
the State, will provide an integrated state-
wide approach to the education and job
training needs of students throughout the
State.

The Problem

Upwards of one-fifth of American stu-
dents drop out of high school. Most experi-
ence difficulty in securing permanent em-
ployment. Few have the skills that will en-
able them to succeed in today’s work force.
The rapid pace of technical innovation de-
mands not only higher skills but also higher
levels of educational achievement.

Many of those students who drop out
view high school as primarily preparation
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for college. They do not consider high
school relevant to what they intend to do
in the future. Apprenticeship programs,
which in many countries serve as a bridge
between school and work, are not generally
available as an option to U.S. high school
students.

The President’s Proposal
The President’s proposed ‘‘Youth Appren-

ticeship Act of 1992,’’ submitted to Con-
gress on May 13, 1992, would facilitate de-
veloping youth apprenticeship programs.
The Federal role includes program certifi-

cation and seed money. A description of this
proposed legislation is outlined in an April
14, 1992, White House fact sheet.

In response to the President’s directive
to Secretary of Labor Lynn Martin to work
with States to encourage apprenticeship ini-
tiatives, youth apprenticeship research and
demonstration projects have been initiated
in six States including Wisconsin.

Note: The fact sheet issued by the Office
of the Press Secretary also contained a de-
tailed description of the Wisconsin program.

Remarks to Hispanic Business Leaders
July 28, 1992

Nice to see you all. Thank you, and wel-
come to the Rose Garden. May I just say
a word at the beginning of the great con-
fidence I have in Secretary Barbara Frank-
lin, our new Secretary of Commerce, and
in our very able Ambassador, Carla Hills,
who is doing a superb job hammering out
the details, trying to achieve this NAFTA
agreement; also continuing to work, both of
them, on the need to get a worldwide
agreement on successful conclusion to the
Uruguay round of GATT. But we are very,
very fortunate in this country to have this
kind of leadership in these two terribly im-
portant jobs.

May I say to Jesus Chavarria, the editor
and publisher of Hispanic Business, thank
you for your leadership in bringing together
so many dynamic men and women from the
Hispanic-owned businesses. Frankly—you
want to hear it for him? Okay, let’s do it.
[Applause] Why don’t you stand up?

But it’s a wonderful thing that you do,
and I’m sure everybody here would agree
with that. But people across the country
ought to know of this and ought to agree
because, really, you enliven this country.
You’re keeping America great, all these
businesspeople here. And we salute you.

We do believe in the future, and we know
how to get there. Obviously, our future de-
pends on freedom. Freedom works, and
freedom is right. And as I see this free eco-
nomic system working with you at the
helms, you are the heroes of the economy

because you create jobs, you meet a payroll.
The only people with a tougher challenge
might be either one of two people: the
coach of the Angolan basketball team—
[laughter]—or maybe, really, the guy that
shot the arrow to light the torch. You talk
about courage. Brent Scowcroft said, ‘‘I
think somebody was up there with a ciga-
rette lighter just in case it missed.’’ [Laugh-
ter] But nevertheless—hey, wait a minute,
we’ve got to be serious here.

You have come to Washington at a tough
time, too late for the cherry blossoms, just
in time for the humidity. And today I’d like
to add a little heat because I really have
something that’s on my mind.

The economy is growing, albeit too slow-
ly. Hispanic-owned businesses are in the
vanguard of this growth, in the forefront
of creating new, good jobs for Americans.
And we need to grow faster. And we know
what’s holding us back. Let me sum it up
in a simple sentence: Government is too
big. The Government side is too big, and
it spends too much. An old guard of tax-
and-spend politicians has controlled Con-
gress for most of 40 years. And believe me,
that is a fact. Already this year I’ve given
Congress a choice between economic
growth and big Government. And Congress
sided with the big Government.

Here’s what happened. And I recite this
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