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watch TV, you know there’s been a rise
these days in a certain kind of ugliness: rac-
ist comments, anti-Semitism, an increased
sense of division. Really, this is not us. This
is not who we are. And this is not accept-
able.

And so, you have my plan for America.
And I’m asking for big things, but I believe
in my heart you’ll do what’s right.

You know, it’s kind of an American tradi-
tion to show a certain skepticism toward our
democratic institutions. I myself have some-
times thought the aging process could be
delayed if it had to make its way through
Congress. [Laughter] You will deliberate,
and you will discuss, and that is fine. But,
my friends, the people cannot wait. They
need help now.

There’s a mood among us. People are
worried. There’s been talk of decline. Some-
one even said our workers are lazy and
uninspired. And I thought: Really? You go
tell Neil Armstrong standing on the moon.
Tell the men and women who put him
there. Tell the American farmer who feeds
his country and the world. Tell the men
and women of Desert Storm.

Moods come and go, but greatness en-
dures. Ours does. And maybe for a moment
it’s good to remember what, in the dailiness
of our lives, we forget: We are still and
ever the freest nation on Earth, the kindest
nation on Earth, the strongest nation on
Earth. And we have always risen to the oc-
casion. And we are going to lift this Nation
out of hard times inch by inch and day by
day, and those who would stop us had bet-
ter step aside. Because I look at hard times,
and I make this vow: This will not stand.

And so, we move on together, a rising
nation, the once and future miracle that is
still, this night, the hope of the world.
Thank you. God bless you, and God bless
our beloved country. Thank you very, very
much.

Note: The President spoke at 9:07 p.m. in
the House Chamber of the Capitol. The ad-
dress was broadcast live on nationwide
radio and television. The Executive order of
March 12 establishing the National Com-
mission on America’s Urban Families is list-
ed in Appendix E at the end of this volume.

Message on the Observance of National African-American (Black)
History Month, February 1992
January 29, 1992

‘‘When I found I had crossed that line,
I looked at my hands to see if I was the
same person. There was such a glory over
everything.’’ With these words, Harriet Tub-
man described her escape from slavery dur-
ing the mid-19th century. The glory of
which she spoke was nothing less than free-
dom—and the promise of better days to
come.

Although African-American history begins
long before the days of Harriet Tubman,
who helped to lead thousands of her fellow
Blacks out of slavery during the Civil War,
it is filled with similar accounts of faith,
courage, and triumph in the epic struggle
for liberty and justice. This month, through
special programs and activities across the
country, we honor the many African Ameri-

cans who have helped to uphold our Na-
tion’s declaration ‘‘that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pur-
suit of Happiness.’’ Just as all Americans
should study the words and deeds of our
Founding Fathers, so should all Americans
learn about the Black leaders who have
helped to make the promise of freedom a
reality.

The men and women whom we remem-
ber this month will long inspire others. In
addition to honoring individuals such as
Rosa Parks and other heroes of the civil
rights movement, we also recall pioneers
like George Washington Carver, who made
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important discoveries in agriculture, and
Benjamin Banneker, who served as one of
the architects of Washington, D.C., our Na-
tion’s Capital. We remember outstanding
Black American artists, including legendary
singers and musicians such as Marian An-
derson, Charlie Parker, and Dizzy Gillespie.
Others, we remember for their devoted
service to our country: from military heroes
such as the Tuskegee Airmen to remarkable
international civil servants like Ralph
Bunche. The stories of these individuals, to-

gether with many other accounts, make up
the rich fabric of African-American history.

That history, of course, continues to un-
fold each day, and I am heartened to know
that many parents and teachers will be using
this occasion to challenge and to inspire
young people. With the past as their guide,
Black youth can make their future bright,
as they weave their own strands in the rich
tapestry of African-American history.

GEORGE BUSH

Message to the Congress Transmitting the 1992 National Drug
Control Strategy
January 29, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit today for the

consideration of the Congress and the
American people the 1992 National Drug
Control Strategy, in accordance with section
1005 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988
(Public Law 100–690; 21 U.S.C. 1504).

This is the Fourth National Drug Control
Strategy, and it lays out a comprehensive
plan for Federal drug control activities for
Fiscal Year 1993 and beyond. The principal
goal remains unchanged from the previous
three strategies: to reduce the level of illegal
drug use in America.

We are fighting a two-front war against
drugs. The first front is against casual drug
use, and I am pleased to report that signifi-
cant progress is being made here, particu-
larly among our Nation’s youth. Casual drug
use is still too high, however, and this Strat-
egy rightly continues to stress efforts to re-

duce it. The second front, against hard-core
drug use, poses a more difficult challenge.
Progress here is slower. There are still too
many neighborhoods, families, and individ-
uals who suffer the consequences of drug
use and drug-related crime. To address this
problem, the Strategy proposes a variety of
carefully targeted and intensified efforts. I
urge the Congress to expedite their enact-
ment.

The war on drugs is vital to our country’s
economy, international competitiveness, and
security. Previous Strategies have enjoyed
bipartisan political and funding support in
the Congress. I ask for your continued sup-
port in this critical endeavor.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
January 29, 1992.

Appointment of Daniel B. McGroarty as Special Assistant to the
President and Deputy Director of Speechwriting
January 29, 1992

The President today announced the ap-
pointment of Daniel B. McGroarty as Spe-
cial Assistant to the President and Deputy

Director of Speechwriting.
Mr. McGroarty has served as speechwriter

to the President since 1989 and Deputy
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