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Remarks at the Departure Ceremony for Prime Minister Suleyman
Demirel of Turkey
February 11, 1992

The President. Mr. Prime Minister, it’s
been a great pleasure to meet with a man
whose career embodies a devotion to de-
mocracy and human rights. And seven times
the people of Turkey have sent you to serve
as Prime Minister, an office that you’ve
served often with daring, always with dig-
nity. And you’ve been a great European
statesman. And you remain a spokesman for
change.

No wonder you said when we met last
summer, ‘‘I’m going to be Prime Minister.’’
And your devotion to your people has been
returned by their confidence in you. And
for me, it was a pleasure to welcome you
back to the Oval Office that you first visited
37——

The Prime Minister. ——years ago.
The President. Thirty-seven or——
The Prime Minister. Yes, 37.
The President. Thirty-seven years ago

when President Eisenhower was in that very
special office.

Barbara and I will never forget our trip
to Turkey last year. And I recall especially
the magic of Istanbul, the minarets of the
Blue Mosque, the splendor of the beautiful
palace, the boats that graced the Straits of
the Bosporus, the lights that lit up the Asian
and European parts of the city, their skyline
a lovely silhouette against the night. And
I marveled at this country which spans two
continents, just as the friendship between
our countries spans two centuries.

Today, as the Prime Minister and I
mapped our path toward the future, we
spoke of friendship and how it nurtures the
ties between our peoples. Perhaps Kemal
Atatürk said it best: ‘‘Nations are bound
more by sentiments than by treaties.’’

Turkey is indeed a friend, a partner of
the United States. And it’s also a model to
others, especially those newly independent
Republics of Central Asia. In a region of
changing tides, it endures as a beacon of
stability. And so, I repeat what I told the
Prime Minister: The United States will sup-
port its friend in its territorial integrity, its

sovereignty and stability, particularly in its
war against terrorism.

And we’re going to work together to for-
tify the enhanced partnership which both
links and lifts our nations. The pillars in-
cluded trade, diplomacy, NATO and CSCE
membership, and a shared commitment to
justice and human rights. And last year in
the Gulf, in the Persian Gulf, we joined
to face aggression and then faced aggression
down. We’re going to continue to work
through the United Nations to see that all
Iraqi citizens get the food and medicine
they need and the peace and liberty they
deserve in an Iraq free of Saddam’s tyranny.

Today we spoke of a world reborn
through the cold war’s death, of the plight
of the new Republics emerging from the
old Soviet Union. Already, Turkey and the
United States have joined hands to feed
mouths, rushing goods through Project
Hope to needy friends in the Caucasus and
Central Asia. I wish to announce that our
Governments will expand that cooperation
in these new Republics. We will seek new
ways to help our new friends secure their
independence and move quickly and peace-
fully to establish ties with the West.

Mr. Prime Minister, you once said,
‘‘Every question will be answered; discus-
sion will be open and free.’’ And in that
spirit, we spoke of Turkey’s importance to
Europe, and I applauded your Govern-
ment’s commitment to improve relations
with Greece. The Prime Minister and I did
talk about the Cyprus problem. We share
the objective of early negotiated settlement
which will be both just and lasting. And
we agreed to give full support to the good
offices mission of the United Nations Sec-
retary-General and to work with the other
parties toward an agreement.

In closing, we’ve agreed to stay in touch
personally and officially at many levels of
our Governments. And we leave with the
faith that our talks have covered much
ground, charted new horizons.
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The road toward progress may at times
be difficult. It need not be lonely. An old
Turkish proverb reminds us, ‘‘A long jour-
ney is shortened by good companions.’’ So
Mr. Prime Minister, let us make that jour-
ney together, as we have before and as we
will again. And may God bless the peoples

of Turkey and the United States of America.

Note: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Kemal Atatürk,
founder and first President of the Republic
of Turkey.

Remarks at the Multilateral Investment Fund Agreement Signing
Ceremony
February 11, 1992

Welcome, especially, excellencies. And
may I single out President Iglesias of the
IDB, thank him for being here; and of
course, Secretary Brady, who has been so
instrumental from the U.S. side in all of
this.

Today marks another milestone along the
path of mutual progress for the United
States and its friends and neighbors. And
we move another step closer to fulfilling the
vision of a free, peaceful, and prospering
Western Hemisphere.

As we sign the charter for the new Multi-
lateral Investment Fund, we advance the
far-sighted aims of Enterprise for the Amer-
icas Initiative. Our new fund is an exciting
innovation. It will provide targeted support
for Latin American countries as they trans-
form lumbering, state-run industries into ef-
ficient private enterprises.

This fund assures our neighbors that to-
gether we share a stake in a better future
and that we will stand by them and help
them as they carry out some very difficult
reforms. In a neighborhood of free and
growing economies, investment helps every-
one. Our effort today will lift the tide of
hope and freedom, and it will free up new
resources so that the men and women
throughout the Americas can carry their
dreams and achievements as far as their
God-given talents will take them.

Make no mistake: The future growth of
the United States economy depends on ex-
panding mutual investment and trade with
our neighbors in the Americas. Flourishing
trade and investment throughout the hemi-
sphere will create new jobs and raise the

quality of life for people in Syracuse and
St. Louis as well as Sao Paolo and Santiago.

Right now, we earn $62 billion, one in
every seven of our worldwide export dollars,
from Latin America. Well over half of our
foreign investment in developing countries
goes to Latin America. And we’re moving
forward to create in this hemisphere a new
free trade area of 360 million consumers
and $6 trillion in annual output, the North
American free trade area of Mexico, Can-
ada, and the United States.

This commitment will endure because
we’re in this to stay. And I know the people
of the United States. And I can assure you
that we will say no to the gloomy spirits
that want to make pessimism a self-fulfilling
prophecy. We embrace a future founded
upon freedom, opportunity, and growth.

Working Americans and those looking for
work have common sense. And they know
that when other countries develop their
economies, that results in more sales for
America’s airplanes and computers and
other capital goods. The world is buying
U.S. products at a record pace. Over the
past 5 years, nearly half of America’s real
economic growth has been in exports. Dur-
ing those same 5 years, U.S. exports to
Latin America and the Caribbean increased
by 12 percent annually, much faster than
the exports to the rest of the world.

Exports will carry us to rewarding new
destinations in our future. And remember
what exports do right here at home. Every
billion dollar increase in exports generates
20,000 new jobs in the United States. And
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