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food, medicine, and other humanitarian
supplies to the people of Iraq. Under the
U.N. resolutions, the equitable distribution
within Iraq of this assistance would be su-
pervised and monitored by the United Na-
tions and other international organizations.
The Iraqi regime has refused to accept
these resolutions and has thereby continued
to perpetuate the suffering of its civilian
population.

The regime of Saddam Hussein continues
to pose an unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security and foreign policy

of the United States, as well as to regional
peace and security. The United States will
therefore continue to apply economic sanc-
tions to deter Iraq from threatening peace
and stability in the region, and I will con-
tinue to report periodically to the Congress
on significant developments, pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1703(c).

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
February 11, 1992.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Report on Iraq’s
Offensive Military Capability
February 11, 1992

Dear Mr. Chairman:
Under cover of this letter I am transmit-

ting to the Senate and House Committees
on Appropriations, the Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations, and the House Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs the report on
Iraq’s Offensive Military Capability required
by section 586J(b) of the Foreign Oper-
ations Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 1991 (Public Law
101–513).

This interim assessment of Iraq’s offen-
sive military capability and its effect on the
Middle East balance of power includes an
assessment of Iraq’s power projection capa-
bility, the prospects for another sustained
conflict with Iran, joint Iraqi-Jordanian co-
operation, the threat Iraq’s arms transfer ac-
tivities pose to U.S. allies in the Middle
East, and the potential extension of Iraq’s

political-military influence into Africa and
Latin America.

The report unfortunately cannot be pro-
duced in an unclassified form. I recommend
to your attention, however, the January 22,
1992, testimony on Iraqi unconventional
weapons capabilities by Robert Gates before
the Senate Armed Services Committee.

Sincerely,

GEORGE BUSH

Note: Identical letters were sent to Robert
C. Byrd, chairman of the Senate Committee
on Appropriations; Jamie L. Whitten, chair-
man of the House Committee on Appropria-
tions; Claiborne Pell, chairman of the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations; and Dante
B. Fascell, chairman of the House Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs.

Appointment of Edward D. Murnane as Deputy Assistant to the
President and Director of Presidential Advance
February 11, 1992

The President has announced his inten-
tion to appoint Edward D. Murnane to be
Deputy Assistant to the President and Di-

rector of Presidential Advance. He would
succeed Jake L. Parmer as Director of Pres-
idential Advance.
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Since 1989 Mr. Murnane has served as
Regional Administrator for the Small Busi-
ness Administration in Chicago, IL. Prior
to this, he served as executive director of
the George Bush for President campaign in
Illinois, 1988; as public affairs director for
the Regional Transportation Authority in
Chicago, 1984–1988; and in a senior man-
agement position in the Reagan-Bush ’84
reelection campaign. From 1976 to 1984,
Mr. Murnane operated his own political and
public relations consulting firm in Chicago.
From 1971 to 1976, he served on the Wash-
ington, DC, staff of Congressman Philip M.

Crane, first as press secretary and later as
administrative assistant and chief of staff.
He has also served on the White House
volunteer advance staff since 1981 and has
assisted on many domestic and international
trips for President Bush as President and
Vice President, as well as President Reagan
and Vice President Quayle.

Mr. Murnane graduated from Northern
Illinois University in 1966 with a degree in
journalism and political science. He was
born on March 2, 1944, in Chicago, IL. He
and his wife, Laurel, have three children
and reside in Arlington Heights, IL.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the Phaseout of Ozone-
Depleting Substances
February 11, 1992

President Bush today announced that the
United States will unilaterally accelerate the
phaseout of substances that deplete the
Earth’s ozone layer and called on other na-
tions to agree to an accelerated phaseout
schedule. Current U.S. production is al-
ready more than 40 percent below the levels
allowed by the Montreal Protocol and more
than 20 percent ahead of Europe’s nonaero-
sol production phasedown.

Recent scientific findings indicate that
emissions of these substances, major CFC’s,
halons, methyl chloroform, and carbon tet-
rachloride, are depleting the stratospheric
ozone layer more quickly than previously
had been believed. The President an-
nounced that, with limited exceptions for
essential uses and for servicing certain exist-
ing equipment, all production of these sub-
stances in the United States will be elimi-
nated by December 31, 1995. To accelerate
progress in the near term, the President
called upon U.S. producers to reduce pro-
duction of these substances to 50 percent
of 1986 levels by the end of this year.

Under the terms of the Clean Air Act
of 1990, which President Bush signed into
law in November of 1990, the administra-
tion has authority to accelerate the phaseout
of these substances without new legislation.

The President also announced that the U.S.
will re-examine the phaseout schedule of
HCFC’s, and will consider recent evidence
suggesting the possible need to phase out
methyl bromide.

The President noted that due in large part
to the use of innovative, market-based
mechanisms such as production fees and
tradable allowances, the U.S. has already re-
duced CFC production 42 percent below
1986 levels, a reduction beyond that re-
quired by either the Clean Air Act or the
amended Montreal Protocol. The President
pointed out that the U.S. has been a leader
in reducing CFC’s, agreeing to a full phase-
out of these gases in February 1989, enact-
ing a fee on their production in November
of 1989, legislating the full phaseout in No-
vember of 1990, and making the first con-
tribution to a multilateral fund established
to assist developing countries in phasing out
CFC’s.

The President called upon those nations
which have not yet signed and ratified the
Montreal Protocol to do so, and urged other
nations to join the U.S. in accelerating the
phaseout of CFC’s and other ozone-deplet-
ing gases even faster than required by the
Protocol.
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