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Appointment of John A. Gaughan as Deputy Assistant to the
President and Director of the White House Military Office
February 24, 1992

The President today announced the ap-
pointment of John A. Gaughan, of Mary-
land, to be Deputy Assistant to the Presi-
dent and Director of the White House Mili-
tary Office. He will succeed LTG Richard
G. Trefry, USA (Ret.).

Since 1989 Mr. Gaughan has served as
Chief of Staff to the Secretary of Transpor-
tation. Prior to this, he served as the Admin-
istrator of the Maritime Administration from
1985 to 1989; as Deputy Assistant Secretary
of Governmental Affairs, Department of
Transportation, in 1985; as Director of the
Office of External Affairs in the Maritime

Administration in 1984; and as a congres-
sional liaison officer for the Department of
Transportation from 1981 to 1984. From
1970 to 1980, Mr. Gaughan served on active
duty in the U.S. Coast Guard and held var-
ious positions including command of the
Coast Guard Cutter Point Martin.

Mr. Gaughan graduated from the U.S.
Coast Guard Academy with a bachelor of
science in 1970 and from the University of
Maryland School of Law in 1977. He was
born March 29, 1947, in Washington, DC.
He and his wife, Janelle, reside in Bethesda,
MD.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the President’s Meeting
with President Alfredo Cristiani of El Salvador
February 24, 1992

President Bush held a half-hour private
meeting today with President Alfredo
Cristiani of El Salvador. President Bush
congratulated President Cristiani for his
great personal leadership and courage in
bringing peace to his country. He also
praised the progress President Cristiani has
made toward implementing the peace
agreements signed earlier this month in
Mexico City and achieving true national rec-
onciliation. The President gave his assur-
ance that the United States would do every-
thing possible to support full implementa-
tion of the peace accord and to help El
Salvador consolidate democracy and peace
and expand economic opportunity. In this

regard, the President mentioned that the
United States Government was working
with other governments to assure inter-
national support for the national reconstruc-
tion of El Salvador. The President also
promised to work with Congress on a bipar-
tisan basis for continued United States as-
sistance to El Salvador in the future,
through both direct aid programs and debt
reduction under the Enterprise for the
Americas Initiative (EAI). United States as-
sistance and international support will be
vital to the continued success of the peace
process and national reconciliation in El Sal-
vador.

Remarks at the Bush-Quayle Campaign Kickoff in Bethesda,
Maryland
February 24, 1992

Thank you, Connie Morella. What a great
Congressman you have in Connie Morella.

She’s doing a superb job. And thank you
very much. Let me salute our State chair-



304

Feb. 24 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

man, two words come to mind, strong and
decent, Helen Bentley, Representative
Helen Bentley, who’s leading our campaign
in this State. And another of our great dele-
gation from Maryland who is not here,
Wayne Gilchrest, he was unable to join us,
but doing a great job for us in Congress.
And greetings to your State Republican
chairman, Joyce Terhes, and to Republican
national committeeman Dick Taylor.

My thanks to the Maryland Bush-Quayle
leadership who are here and to Howie Den-
nis for performing the master of ceremonies
duties tonight, first-class job. I don’t know
where the Barons band is, but they are
doing a great job. And thank you, Barons,
right there. I’m very happy to see three who
served us so well in Congress, Charles
‘‘Mac’’ Mathias and Larry Hogan, my class-
mate Gilbert Gude. And I notice several
fine Republicans here seeking your votes for
delegates to the national convention. Well,
I’m pleased to have their support, and I’m
sure they’ll have yours come March 3d. We
need to elect them as delegates to our con-
vention.

I’m delighted to be back with Connie
here in Montgomery County and especially
on the home court of the victorious battling
Barons.

A week from Tuesday, hard to believe,
but that’s the day, Marylanders are going
to make a big decision. And I know what
the outcome will be. Together on March
3d, we’re going to take a giant step closer
to a great victory on November 3d. This
vote carries a special meaning for Maryland
and America. We’ve come to an exciting
moment in our country’s history, a cross-
roads, a place where one era ends and an-
other begins.

From the fall of the Berlin Wall to the
last gasp of imperial communism, from the
four decades of the cold war to the 40 days
of Desert Storm, America has led the way.
We won the cold war—history will show
this—we won the cold war because we
Americans never shirked responsibility. We
had a job to do, and we did it. That’s why
today, as the cold war ends, America stands
alone the undisputed leader of the world.

Now the challenge has come home, as
it has before. Time after time, we lifted our-
selves up, we asked more of ourselves, more

of each other. And each time, America met
the challenge. And this time, America will
do it again.

Our first order of business is to get this
economy moving. I know how to do it, and
so do you. It’s just plain common sense.

A month ago, I sent the Congress an ac-
tion plan to jump-start the economy. We
start by encouraging investment, to create
jobs. We cut taxes that punish success, dis-
courage saving, and stunt the growth of
business. We boost real estate values by
making it easier for young families to buy
their first home.

The bottom line is this: My plan will work
because it puts Americans to work. And I
ask for your support. According to housing
experts, my incentives for the housing in-
dustry alone will create 415,000 jobs this
year. That’s what this plan will do.

But just as important is what it doesn’t
do. It doesn’t increase the deficit. It doesn’t
cloud the real issues with feel-good political
gimmicks. And it doesn’t raise tax rates on
the American people. Maybe that’s why the
opposition in Congress are digging in
against the plan.

When I presented this plan, I gave Con-
gress a deadline to pass it: March 20, 25
days from now. But instead of putting this
plan to a quick, clean vote, the Democrats
in Congress went behind locked doors with
the special interests and patched together
a deal of their own. It’s a bad deal for the
American people.

True to form for the Democrats in Con-
gress, their scheme will raise tax rates on
the American people, permanently. In fact,
Senate Democrats want to jack up the rates
of people making $35,000 a year. That’s
right, $35,000. I’ve said it before, when they
say they’re aiming at the big guy, they end
up hitting everybody else. And we can’t let
them do that. In return for this massive tax
increase, the Democrats offer a temporary
tax cut, amounting to about a quarter a day.
Twenty-five cents a day, even a tooth fairy
can do a little better than that one. [Laugh-
ter] Then after 2 years, the 25-cent tax cut
vanishes. But the tax increase stays forever.

Well, you don’t have to be an economist
to figure it out. The last thing the American
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people need right now is a tax increase. And
to pay for their plan, the Democrats want
to borrow $26 billion from our children,
pass on an IOU in the form of an enormous
increase in the deficit. Raising taxes and
deepening the deficit: That’s their idea of
speeding up the economy.

If the Democrats really want to send me
this kind of nonsense, I will veto it. The
American people have had enough of that
old game of tax and spend. To the Demo-
crats on Capitol Hill, I’ll say it again and
again and again: Meet this deadline, pass
this plan, and get this economy moving. Do
something good for the American people.

That’s an example of what this election
is going to be about, a clash between two
views of America. The differences couldn’t
be clearer. Our view, the Republican view,
is based on a fundamental principle: Gov-
ernment is too big, and it spends too much.
Believe it or not, some people still don’t
understand that. You’ll see some of them
over the next week asking for your vote.
When they do, ask them a few questions.
Their answers will tell you all you need to
know about how they see America’s future.
Ask them who should choose a family’s
medical care, parents or the Government?
I say the parents. The last thing we need
is the Government——

I think this young lady has a question.
It’s about AIDS. Let me say this because
it’s a matter of real concern. Under our ad-
ministration, spending to fight AIDS is way,
way up. And it’s going to continue to stay
up until we beat that disease. It is way up.
And it’s going to stay up until we whip that
disease. And right here in this area in the
National Institutes of Health, they’re doing
a superb job fighting to find an answer to
that dreaded disease. And we’re going to
keep on doing it.

The last thing we need is the Government
standing between you and your doctor. I
have a sound health plan that makes insur-
ance available to all. And we need to pass
it as soon as we possibly can.

Connie and Helen have championed child
care. And ask them—but better still, let’s
ask the Democrats who should control a
child’s day care, parents or the Govern-
ment? I say the parents, not some bureau-
crat down there in Washington.

And ask the Democrats who should
choose a child’s school, the parents or the
Government? And I say the parents must
have the right to choose their children’s
school.

We Republicans have always understood
the way to keep America first is to put
America’s families first. And those are just
some of the issues we face. In 1992, the
first election of the post-cold-war era, you’ll
decide what kind of medical care your fam-
ily receives, what kind of schools your chil-
dren will go to, what kind of jobs you’ll
have.

And it will be a tough fight. And I know
that. And I don’t go seeking unnecessary
conflict. But when principle is at stake, I
fight to win. And make no mistake about
it: We are going to win the primary, and
we are going to win the general election.
And we win by setting the pace. We win
by leading.

This American century has taught us
many lessons. Above them all is this: When
it comes to jobs and economic growth, if
America is to succeed at home, it must lead
abroad. This year, America is exporting
more than ever before. And over the past
5 years, nearly half of America’s real income
growth has been in exports. And that means
jobs for American workers, markets for
American goods.

No one said it was easy. Leadership de-
mands character and experience. But right
now we hear that America has no business
leading the world, that we should just lock
the doors and pull down the blinds and
hope the world goes away. Well, America
is not that kind of country. Never before
in this Nation’s proud history have we
turned our back on a challenge. And we
are not going to start now by becoming an
isolationistic country.

Americans don’t cut and run; we com-
pete. You see, I believe in the American
worker. And let’s not build walls. Let’s open
markets, let our workers go head-to-head.
When they do, the world will see Americans
can outthink, outproduce, and outperform
anyone in the world, anywhere, anytime.

And so, in summary, let me just put it this
way: I want you on March 3d to send a
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message to those doomsayers and the pes-
simists. They say our economy has fallen
into an abyss. They say America is a weak-
ened giant. I say, ‘‘Bunk.’’ We are the
United States of America, and we can com-
pete with anybody. I’ve heard these doom-
sayers all my life; so have you. Think back
a year ago, one year to this very day. While
American men and women risked their lives
halfway around the world, what did we hear
from those professional pessimists? They
spoke of defeat and humiliation. They spoke
of a long and bloody war, another Vietnam,
a quagmire. Well, they were wrong then,

and they are wrong now.
Here in this county, here in your home

county and all across the country, Ameri-
cans are ready to move, ready to face the
challenge and meet a new American des-
tiny. So, I ask you on March 3d to cast
your ballots for George Bush. The fight for
our future has just begun, and it will con-
tinue for 4 more years.

Thank you for your trust.

Note: The President spoke at 6:18 p.m. at
Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School.

Exchange With Reporters Aboard Air Force One
February 25, 1992

The President. Good morning, traveling
squad.

President Reagan
Q. What’s this about President Reagan

says you don’t seem to stand for anything?
The President. I don’t believe that.
Q. Are you going to have trouble in Cali-

fornia?
The President. Well, we’re taking it time

by time. I think we’ll be all right in Califor-
nia. It’s a little early to be into that one.
We’ve got some earlier hurdles which I feel
good about.

Q. Do you expect Mr. Reagan to cam-
paign for you actively?

The President. Well, I don’t know. He’s
been very good about that, but I haven’t
even discussed it with him. It’s way pre-
mature for that. But he’s been quite sup-
portive, as you know, already endorsed me
enthusiastically.

Q. Are you disappointed at all that he
won’t be at the fundraiser?

The President. No. I’ve known him for
a long time. I’m going to go see him, I
think. I don’t know if it’s going to work
out or not.

The Economy
Q. Why do you think your poll numbers

are so much lower in California than——
The President. I think the economy. I

think they’re hurting there. And I think any-

time a person has—as President, you take
the heat on the economy. It’s happening
worldwide.

Loan Guarantees for Israel
Q. Any reaction from the Israelis to Sec-

retary Baker’s——
The President. I haven’t seen it this morn-

ing, saw some yesterday but hadn’t seen
anything new to add to that. I thought the
Secretary expressed the policy of the U.S.
Government very clearly, very forcefully,
and very correctly.

General Motors Plant Closings
Q. Any reaction to the shutdown of GM?
The President. No, only regret for the

hardship that it causes families, but just
keep plugging away to try to get this econ-
omy moving and stimulated. That’s what’s
needed. So, I’ll keep challenging the Con-
gress to do just that.

Iraq
Q. How about Iraq?
Q. ——your help to Iraq? What was be-

hind that to help them get loans?
The President. I haven’t read all the

charges about Iraq. But as you may remem-
ber in history, there was a lot of support at
a time for Iraq as a balance to a much more
aggressive Iran under Khomeini. So that
was a part of the policy of the Reagan ad-
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