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that when I was a little kid. I believe it
now. I am totally confident about the recov-
ery of this country. And I’ll believe it every
day I live because that, in essence, is the
great glory of our wondrous country.

Thank you all, and may God bless the
United States of America.

Note: The President spoke at 1:13 p.m. at
the Westin St. Francis Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. Pete Wilson’s

wife, Gayle; Rt. Rev. William E. Swing,
Episcopal Bishop of California; George P.
Shultz, former Secretary of the Treasury,
and his wife, Obie; Katie Boyd, luncheon
cochairman and California Bush-Quayle
campaign vice chairman; Howard Leach,
luncheon cochairman and regional cam-
paign vice chairman, and his wife, Gretch-
en; and Yong Kim and Johnny Tsu, national
campaign vice chairmen.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on General Motors Plant
Closings
February 25, 1992

The White House made no attempt what-
soever to influence General Motors’ deci-
sion over which plants to close and which
plants to keep open. The White House con-
siders such matters to be internal corporate
decisions.

The President is very much aware of the

human costs associated with these tough
economic times. This recent plant closing
announcement underscores the critical im-
portance of the Congress acting promptly
on the President’s economic growth package
before the March 20 deadline set down in
the President’s State of the Union Address.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Cyprus Conflict
February 25, 1992

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384

(22 U.S.C. 2373(c)), I am submitting to you
this bimonthly report on progress toward a
negotiated settlement of the Cyprus ques-
tion. This report covers the second half of
October and all of November and Decem-
ber 1991. During this period there was a
pause in the Cyprus negotiating process, in
large part associated with national elections
in Turkey and the process of government
formation that followed. However, during
this period, important contacts between the
U.N. Secretary General and the Greek and
Turkish Governments and the leaders of the
two Cypriot communities continued, as did
contacts of U.S. representatives with all par-
ties.

The U.N. Secretary General’s report on
his good offices mission of October 8 and

U.N. Security Council Resolution 716 of
October 12 (both attached to my last report
to the Congress) were widely discussed in
Cyprus, Greece, and Turkey. On November
30, 1991, the U.N. Secretary General issued
his semiannual report on U.N. Operations
in Cyprus covering the period from June
1, 1991, through November 30, 1991 (copy
attached). This was a prelude to the re-
newal, on December 12, by the U.N. Secu-
rity Council of the mandate of UNFICYP,
the U.N. Force in Cyprus, for an additional
6 months to start on December 15. (There
had been informal discussion of changing
the method of financing UNFICYP, but no
changes were made although it was agreed
to consider again, during the current man-
date period, moving toward assessed rather
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than voluntary contributions.)
On December 3 President Vassiliou of

Cyprus visited New York to meet with out-
going U.N. Secretary General Perez de
Cuellar to review the Cyprus negotiations.
He also had an informal conversation with
Secretary General Designate Boutros Ghali
about how the settlement process might be
moved forward in 1992. President Vassiliou
also met in New York with the U.S. Special
Cyprus Coordinator, Ambassador Nelson
Ledsky, and with the U.S. Permanent Rep-
resentative to the United Nations, Ambas-
sador Thomas Pickering.

On December 12 I met with Prime Min-
ister Mitsotakis of Greece, who was visiting
Washington. We discussed Cyprus along
with other matters of mutual interest. Dur-
ing our meeting and, in a public statement
after the meeting, I assured Prime Minister
Mitsotakis that Cyprus remains an impor-
tant issue on the U.S. agenda. I told Prime
Minister Mitsotakis that I would send U.S.
Special Cyprus Coordinator Ledsky to the
Eastern Mediterranean early in 1992.

On December 19 Secretary of State
Baker met with Foreign Minister Hikmet
Cetin of Turkey while both were attending
the North Atlantic Council meeting in Brus-
sels. Among other subjects they discussed
Cyprus, and Secretary Baker told Mr. Cetin
of our continued strong interest in the U.N.
Cyprus settlement process.

Also on December 19 U.N. Secretary
General Perez de Cuellar distributed to the
Security Council his final report (copy at-
tached) on his Cyprus ‘‘good offices’’ mis-
sion. Although the Secretary General ex-
pressed his disappointment that the Cyprus
question had not been resolved during his
10-year tenure, he noted the progress that
had been made and laid out the areas where
work still needs to be done to narrow dif-
ferences. He then asked the leaders of the
two Cypriot communities and of Greece

and Turkey to devote their full energies to
pursuit of a solution of the Cyprus question.

On December 23 the U.N. Security
Council President issued a statement on be-
half of the Council (copy attached) that
noted the progress already made through
the efforts of the Secretary General, en-
dorsed his December 19 report, reaffirmed
the Council’s position that a high-level
international meeting chaired by the U.N.
Secretary General and attended by the two
Cypriot communities, Greece, and Turkey
represented an effective mechanism for
concluding an overall framework agreement,
requested full cooperation of all parties in
completing on an urgent basis the U.N. set
of ideas on an overall framework agreement,
and called on the new Secretary General
to report on progress by April 1992.

At the end of December 1991 Ambas-
sador Ledsky prepared for his new consulta-
tion mission to the Eastern Mediterranean.
His mission began on January 7, 1992, and
will be the initial item in my next bimonthly
report.

Like U.N. Secretary General Perez de
Cuellar, I am disappointed that cir-
cumstances did not allow the Cyprus issue
to be resolved in 1991. I would like to take
this opportunity to add my personal thanks
to Secretary General Perez de Cuellar for
his tireless efforts over many years and
share with him the sentiment he expressed
in the final line of his final report on Cy-
prus: ‘‘. . . the long overdue solution can
be reached and the two communities can
live together in Cyprus in harmony, secu-
rity, and prosperity.’’

Sincerely,

GEORGE BUSH

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Claiborne Pell, chairman of the
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.
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