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ample and became Points of Light in this
struggle. And then, from San Antonio to
Minneapolis, San Diego to Miami, a net-
work of athletes would show our kids there
is an alternative to drugs and crime. And
think of what would be accomplished if
leaders of every institution here committed
themselves to helping the Spurs and other
organizations solve social problems through
voluntary service. San Antonio, the whole
city, would become a community of light,
something your Mayor over here is working
for every single day.

And you kids are learning something
more than just how to make a layup, al-
though I saw some real pros out there doing
that, put on a full-court press. You're learn-
ing about what really makes adults click, re-
sponsibility, conscience, and goals. And
youre helping this wonderful community
become a decent, drug-free, safe place to
live. And by staying drug-free, and I just
heard a group of these kids take the pledge
in there, staying drug-free, youre helping
the country set up a chance for everybody
keeping away from the deadly grip of drugs.

We're seeing results. This year we've dra-
matically exceeded many of the goals that
we’d hoped to reach, particularly in the area
affecting kids like you. The national goal
was to reduce casual drug use by 30 per-
cent. It’s actually fallen 63 percent. And
that's something that we've all done to-
gether and something that everyone here,
the adults who are working with these kids,
should be particularly proud of.

And so, I came here today to meet with
Latin American leaders for coordinating our
nations’ efforts to combat drugs. We are
going to win that fight. We had a very good
meeting with all these Presidents, who were
thrilled to be in San Antonio.

We want to make life better for the kids

in this country. And as a Nation, we have
to celebrate the success stories. Showing the
good that’s being done inspires others to
get out there and do good as well. And
so, we're here to honor something special,
your determination and your spirit. And you
kids, and the 2,300 like you across this city,
are learning very important lessons here:
Staying drug-free can help you make your
dreams come true.

Today, in order to highlight for others the
good work that you are doing here, all of
you, young and old, I recognize the San
Antonio Spurs Drug-Free Youth Basketball
League as our Nation’s 705th daily Point
of Light. You see, you prove that no com-
munity has to accept things as they are.
Drugs and other problems can be driven
from our backyards if leaders in every com-
munity are like these guys, if leaders in
every Community care enough to urge peo-
ple to become Points of Light.

So congratulations to all of you who show
us that it’s better to build children than re-
pair adults. Keep making those hoops
against all odds. And may God bless each
and every one of you.

And now I would like to ask Pop, Gregg
Popovich, to come up here and let me
present him with the symbol honoring his
efforts, your efforts, the team’s efforts as
the 705th daily Point of Light for our whole
country. You're going to set an example for
many others in cities all across America.

Congratulations.

Note: The President spoke at 5:02 p.m. at
the West End Community Center. In his
remarks, he referred to center David Robin-
son and assistant coach Gregg Popovich of
the San Antonio Spurs and Frank Martin,
director of the youth basketball league.

Statement on the Death of Former Senator S.I. Hayakawa

February 27, 1992

Barbara and I are saddened to hear about
the death of former Senator S. I. Hayakawa.
Senator Hayakawa was a leading voice on

behalf of the people of California and the
Nation. His counsel was always sound and
welcome, and his legacy will be well re-
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membered.
Barbara and I extend our sympathy to the

family and friends of Senator Hayakawa.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Tax Legislation

February 27, 1992

Democrats in the House of Representa-
tives today took a turn down a familiar path;
they voted to raise taxes. They voted against
creating jobs and stimulating the economy.
Instead of voting to provide greater oppor-
tunities for all Americans, they voted to sad-
dle the economy with a $100 billion tax in-
crease.

In my State of the Union Address I asked
Congress to put politics aside and pass my
economic growth plan by March 20th. It’s
a plan that will create jobs and put Ameri-
cans back to work immediately.

Economists, Democrats and Republicans

alike, agree that the Democrat package that
passed today does not create jobs or stimu-
late the economy. The Democrat package
gives typical Americans only about 25 cents
a day for 2 years. But it increases taxes per-
manently. I believe a Congress that has con-
sistently shown it spends too much of hard-
working Americans’ tax dollars should not
be allowed to tax and spend any more.

I will not accept the Democrat tax in-
creases. The American people would want
me to veto this latest Democratic tax in-
crease. And let there be no question, I will.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the President’s
Telephone Conversation With President Leonid Kravchuk of

Ukraine
February 27, 1992

The President spoke by phone with Presi-
dent Kravchuk of Ukraine this morning for
approximately 20 minutes. The two Presi-
dents discussed the situation in Ukraine and
Ukraine’s international debt situation. Presi-
dent Kravchuk stated that Ukraine will meet
its goal for withdrawing all tactical nuclear
weapons from its territory. In addition, he

emphasized Ukraine’s intention to support
ratification of the START and CFE treaties.

Both Presidents welcomed the excellent
state of bilateral relations, and President
Kravchuk accepted the President’s invitation
to make an official working visit to Washing-
ton on May 6.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the Confirmation of
Barbara Franklin as Secretary of Commerce

February 27, 1992

The President is delighted that the
United States Senate voted overwhelmingly
to confirm Barbara Franklin as Secretary of
Commerce. As Secretary of Commerce,
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Barbara Franklin will be a leader in the ad-
ministration’s drive to create jobs, increase
economic growth, and keep America at her
competitive best in the global market
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