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to the ASEAN countries, maybe even in
Japan, possibly in Korea—about the United
States role in the world. And I understand
that because people look at the evolution
of change in the Soviet Union; they see the
freedom of the Baltic States; they see the
interest that we all had, and thank God for
Australia’s early support, steadfast support,
in the war against Iraq; they see us working
very hard to bring parties together in this
Middle East, people that have never even
spoken to each other. And theyre saying
to themselves, “I wonder if the U.S. cares?
I wonder if the United States really wants
to remain involved?”

They see us working on a trade agree-
ment with Mexico in which Canada would
participate. And some in commerce in this
part of the world are understandably saying,
“Where are we going to fit in? Does this
mean we're going to have one trading bloc
in Europe and one trading bloc in America,
and then somebody else look to some dif-
ferent kind of trading bloc in Asia and Aus-
tralia®” And the answer to that is no. And
the only thing I want to say here, having
been denied my full speech which would
have taken 45 minutes, is—[laughter]—that
we will be involved. We're going to stay
totally involved in this part of the world.

That’s the first point. And the second
point is, we know friends when we see

them. And the longer I am in this job, the
more important true friends are. And we
have a couple of differences, and we’ll talk
about those in Canberra. We talked about
them here today privately. But the dif-
ferences are so overwhelmed by the com-
mon purpose and the genuine friendship
that they’re not even registering on the
radar screen.

So, we are blessed. We Americans are
blessed by having this long and tremen-
dously important relationship with this won-
derful country in which you all live. And
we're grateful to you. We won’t let you
down. And we will stay involved right up
until the very end of eternity because we
know it’s fundamentally in our own inter-
ests. And we hope like hell it’s in yours.

But I just want to wish each and every
one of you a wonderful new year. And yes,
sir, Mr. Premier, you have started the year
off in a glorious and grand way not just
for the Bushes but for all of those Ameri-
cans that are privileged to be with us here
today. Thank you for your hospitality. And
may God bless Australia. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 2:16 p.m.
aboard the “John Cadman III” in Sydney
Harbor. In his remarks, he referred to Nick
Greiner, Premier of New South Wales.

Remarks to the Australian Parliament in Canberra

January 2, 1992

Thank you, Mr. Speaker and Mr. Presi-
dent, Mr. Prime Minister, and the leader
of the opposition, Mr. Leader, Members,
and Senators. It is a deep and wonderful
honor for me to be here, and I am very,
very grateful for the honor of appearing be-
fore this House of the Australian Par-
liament. I know that the Members have
gone to extraordinary lengths to arrange this
special session. And I think the people in
our country will appreciate this very, very
much.

I want to offer special greetings and
thanks to the members of the Australian-
U.S.A. parliamentary group who have done

so much to deepen the friendship between
our countries.

Let me just make an initial observation
if I might. You have a wonderfully vigorous
political climate. [Laughter] That has got to
be the classic understatement of the year.
[Laughter] And 1 see this rough and tumble
that goes forth like this, and I thank God
for the Presidential system at home. But
nevertheless—[laughter]. Let me make this
observation, though. I feel very fortunate
to have known several of your Members
from both sides of the aisle over the years.
And amidst all the intensity and emotion



brought forth in these Chambers, I've al-
ways been impressed by the united message
that your leaders have sent to my country.
Even when out of office or in the opposi-
tion, they have always placed Australia’s in-
terests ahead of personal interests. That says
something very positive, very important
about your great country.

That’s certainly one reason that any visitor
from the United States cannot help but feel
a warm kinship with Australia. Both of our
young nations were seen by explorers and
pioneers and immigrants as destinations of
freedom and opportunity. Our cultures re-
flect an extraordinary diversity, from British
and Irish, to Italian and Polish, to Vietnam-
ese and Cambodian.

This Parliament building displays an origi-
nal copy of the Magna Carta, I'm told, one
of only four such manuscripts to have sur-
vived to this day. The U.S. National Ar-
chives is home to another of those original
manuscripts. I can think of no more power-
ful symbol of our shared commitments to
the rights of the individual, to the rule of
law, and to the government of consent, by
consent of the people.

With our common ancestries and shared
ideals, Americans and Australians also find
other similarities. Each of our countries
spans a continent rich in agricultural and
mineral resources. Spectacular natural beau-
ty abounds in fantastic variety in both our
nations as well. To be frank, our people
think big. And their biggest ideas are the
ones we share: The belief in the indivisibil-
ity of human freedom and the willingness
to struggle and sacrifice for the peace and
security of other nations.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of
the fateful Battle of the Coral Sea. We re-
member the courage and fighting skill of
the Australian and American naval forces.
Their valor spared Australia from invasion
and stemmed the tide of totalitarianism.

In Korea and Vietnam, Australians and
Americans again joined forces. Their sac-
rifices were not in vain. Korea is a democ-
racy, setting a standard for free market de-
velopment worldwide. Long-suffering Cam-
bodia now has the hope of a durable peace
and free elections. Even Vietnam is opening
to the world, seeking reintegration with the
dynamic market economies of the region.
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In the Persian Gulf, we stood together
against Saddam Hussein’s aggression. In-
deed, the first two coalition partners in a
joint boarding exercise to enforce the
United Nations resolutions were Australians
from the HM.A.S. Darwin and Americans
from the U.S.S. Brewerton. During the war,
the joint defense facilities here in Australia
played an invaluable role in detecting
launches of Iraqi Scud missiles. And today,
two of the three navies represented in oper-
ations enforcing the embargo against Iraq
are those of Australia and of the United
States of America.

But even as we recall our struggles and
successes, we must now look forward to the
opportunity to shape our shared destiny.

First, we face together the challenge of
economic opportunity and growth, creating
jobs for our people and for their families.
Second, we face new but no less exacting
challenges to our security, the threats of re-
gional conflicts and proliferation of the
weapons of mass destruction. Third, we face
the exciting task of fostering the remarkable
momentum for democracy and freedom that
swept the world these past few years. A
strong America has been central to the tri-
umph of free markets and free people. I
am confident that the United States will
continue to have the conviction and the ca-
pacity to be a force for good and that a
new era of economic opportunity will unfold
with enhanced opportunities for peace.

The coming era promises unparalleled po-
tential for economic growth in the nations
of the Pacific. In 1990, the Asia-Pacific re-
gion accounted for a total of $300 billion
in two-way commerce with the United
States, a total nearly one-third larger than
America’s volume of trade across the Atlan-
tic. This region is the fastest growing market
in the world. And still, there are voices on
both sides of the Pacific calling for eco-
nomic isolationism. And while for some na-
tions, including Australia and the United
States, these are tough, hard economic
times, we both know protectionism is a fun-
damentally bankrupt notion. Make no mis-
take, America will continue to stand for
open trade and open markets.

And trade means jobs; it means good jobs,
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at home and abroad. And I'm sure it comes
as no surprise that my highest priority as
President of the United States is to promote
economic growth and jobs for our people.
That goal is fully consistent with economic
growth and jobs for Australians. You and
I know that open markets generate growth,
that international trade is not simply a zero-
sum game.

And you also know that the nations who
share the rewards of a vibrant and growing
international trading system must also share
the responsibilities. Australia has stood as
a true leader in efforts to achieve success
in the Uruguay round of the GATT negotia-
tions. And you brought great skill and en-
ergy in seeking deep cuts in trade-distorting
agricultural subsidies. Progress on agri-
culture is the key to the success of the
GATT talks. Your farmers are not alone in
feeling the pain caused by the heavy sub-
sidies of the European Community. Our
wheat production dropped by almost 30
percent last year. But I'm also aware of the
concern such United States trade programs
as this Export Enhancement Program can
cause Australian farmers.

Our EEP program has one and only one
objective, and that is to force the EC to
stop its avalanche of subsidized exports. And
the fact is that the EC subsidizes over 10
times the amount of farm exports that we
do. Moreover, our program seeks to mini-
mize the effects on Australia and other non-
subsidizing nations. While I don’t like hav-
ing to use these remedies, I will safeguard
the interests of American farmers. And
without EEP, the European Community
would absorb additional markets, forcing
out those who can compete fairly, farmers
in countries like Australia and the United
States.

We both know, all of us know, that the
real answer is what our two governments
are doing, working hard for an historic new
GATT arrangement that cuts back subsidies,
especially for exports. That's why the U.S.
is committed to working with GATT Direc-
tor Dunkel’s new text. We believe his draft
moves us closer to finally concluding an
agreement. While not perfect, it makes an
important contribution, and the inter-
national trading system is too important to
pass up this opportunity. I trust and hope

that Australia and other Pacific nations will
join us to instill additional momentum in
the Uruguay round negotiations when they
resume later this month. This is the best
comprehensive approach that we can offer
to our hard-working farmers and ranchers.

We also see the potential for using re-
gional organizations to expand and liberalize
trade around the globe. We are especially
encouraged by Australia’s leadership in the
APEC, in the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation process. The success of the No-
vember APEC ministerial in Seoul was
proof that APEC is emerging as the eco-
nomic forum in the Pacific and is increas-
ingly fostering a sense of community around
the Pacific Rim. North America—Mexico,
the United States, and Canada—is part of
this community. And so, let me just assure
you, every one of you, both sides of this
aisle, that the North America free trade
agreement will not become an exclusive
trading bloc. It will lower internal barriers
without raising external barriers. Our
growth will help stimulate yours, just as
growth in Asia will spur our exports.

We also can do more bilaterally to expand
trade. That’s why I am proposing a United
States-Australia trade and investment frame-
work agreement, one way to enhance our
already strong economic engagement. That’s
our agenda to expand exports and growth
through reducing trade barriers, whether
globally, regionally, or bilaterally.

Clearly, with the dramatic changes in the
world we must adapt to new security reali-
ties as well. But let me simply pledge to
you, our friends: No matter what changes
may come about in the defense expendi-
tures in the United States or in the nature
of the threats to international peace, the
U.S.-Australian alliance is fundamental to
the stability of the Asia-Pacific region.

I understand that there is some concern
in Asia about America’s commitment given
our imminent departure from Subic Bay in
the Philippines. Let me put it plainly: I've
served in Asia, personally, in time of war
and in time of peace, and with changing
times, our posture is going to change to
suit different needs. But our role and our
purpose as a Pacific power will remain con-
stant. It is important that the people of Aus-



tralia understand this. We intend to remain
engaged no matter whatever the changing
security arrangements of our time.

And yes, we've talked about it here today
with the Prime Minister, with the leader
of the opposition, with others. The cold war
is over. But the threat of communism which
for so many decades occupied our energies
is now replaced by the instabilities of ethnic
rivalries and regional conflicts. And yes, the
Soviet Union, as we have known it, is his-
tory. It's a new era. But like Australia, the
United States has fought three wars in Asia
over the past 50 years. We know that our
security is inextricably linked to stability
across the Pacific, and we will not put that
security and stability at risk. I can assure
you that the United States intends to retain
the appropriate military presence to protect
its allies and to counter threats to peace.

Just recently in the Persian Gulf we wit-
nessed that the dangerous combination of
volatile regional conflicts and weapons of
mass destruction requires our constant at-
tention. And so, I salute Australia’s leader-
ship in stemming the threat of chemical,
biological, and nuclear weapons. It’s your
children and the children of the entire
world who will grow up in a safer world
thanks to such efforts.

Australia and the United States are also
working to end another long-standing and
tragic regional conflict. Our combined ini-
tiatives in the United Nations have been
major factors in the progress toward peace
and free elections in Cambodia. Both of us
have now reestablished official representa-
tion in Phnom Penh in order to move the
peace process forward. Australia is making
an additional contribution by sending a sen-
ior military officer to head the U.N. peace-
keeping force in Cambodia. And I am proud
of our collective efforts to end the night-
mare in Cambodia and usher in a new era
of hope and rebuilding.

And finally, American and Australian aspi-
rations for the future are evident in our in-
creasing cooperation on such matters as en-
vironmental protection, educational, and so-
cial issues. We can take pride in our Gov-
ernments’ joint actions toward conservation
of the tropical forests, protecting endan-
gered species, and promoting technologies
for clean-burning coal.
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Australia also plays a leading role in the
international fight against illicit drugs. And
I know I speak for millions of American
parents in expressing thanks for your efforts
to fight drug abuse, to fight drug trafficking.

I believe the next generations of Aus-
tralians and Americans will grow even clos-
er. I see no threat to that at all. And I
foresee a steady expansion of travel and cul-
tural exchanges in years to come. Australia’s
natural beauty, of which I've seen regret-
tably little this trip, is really sensational, a
powerful magnet for American tourists. But
more than this, it is the spirit of your coun-
try that earns Australia so much admiration
in our country, in America, and indeed
around the world. Your artists’ contributions
to film and dance and music have whetted
our appetites for more and more things
Australian. U.S. television carries Australian-
rules football, and many Americans enjoy
the rough and tumble of hard hitting with
reckless abandon. We have something simi-
lar; we call it politics in the United States.
[Laughter]

But I credit the clear air of Australia for
its effect on one of the freshest minds now
working in Washington. I'm speaking about
our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexan-
der. In 1987, after completing 8 years as
Governor of Tennessee, Lamar took his wife
and children to spend half a year in this
beautiful country. And now that he’s joined
my Cabinet as Secretary of Education,
Lamar Alexander is working for revolution-
ary changes to improve our schools.

And this, too, is part of our program to
make America competitive and strong and
to help it grow. Secretary Alexander is pro-
moting innovative ideas that he saw in prac-
tice right here in Australia, for instance the
large measure of freedom that Australians
have in choosing among private and reli-
gious or state-operated schools. And when
we succeed with some of these reforms,
we’ll thank pathfinders such as Australians
for their example.

Of course, we've always shared fraternal
ties and a spirit of freedom ever since an
American vessel named Philadelphia be-
came the first trading ship to call at Syd-
ney’s Port Jackson in 1792. Almost a centu-
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ry later, Mark Twain visited Australia and
spoke for all Americans when he said, “You
have a spirit of independence here which
cannot be overpraised.”

And 50 years ago in the Coral Sea, Aus-
tralians and Americans paid a high price for
freedom, but they proved to the world that
the future belongs to the brave and the
bold. For the half century since, we have
deepened our friendship, our economic
interdependence, and our collaboration on
mutual defense. And now, more clearly than
ever, we can see a hopeful future for the
farflung kinsmen of Australia and America
and for all who share those fundamental
ideals that we hold dear. We're prepared
to work as partners in the next century to
break new ground for freedom, cooperation,
and economic progress.

For me, this has been a great honor. For
Barbara and me, it has been a sheer pleas-
ure to be with you all here for these short
2% days. But this hospitality of the Aus-
tralian people is indescribable. I couldn’t
possibly tell you how emotional I feel about
it. So, let me simply say thank you again
for the extraordinary honor of allowing me
to address this distinguished Parliament.
May your debates be lively and full of
friendship and affection, as they once in a
while are. And may God bless you all. And
may the Lord smile on the kinship and
friendship of Australia and the United
States of America. Thank you very, very
much.

Note: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. at
Parliament House.
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Thank you, sir, for those kind words. And
let me just say how pleased I am to be
here helping to launch this Australian Cen-
ter for American Studies. We share a lot
in common. You touched on that, sir, cul-
turally, historically, even linguistically. But
differences do exist. And we can and should
do much more to foster greater understand-
ing.

There’s much that we can learn from each
other, education and the sciences, certainly
in trade, economics. Study and exchange in
these areas will not only benefit our two
nations but enrich the lives of those in-
volved and increase the productive capac-
ities of the participants in our two countries’
economies.

Mutual understanding is not only enrich-
ing but also is a vital prerequisite to peace
and prosperity. The Fulbright program has
brought about the exchange of thousands
of Australians and Americans. And among
the many distinguished alumni of that pro-
gram are my host in Sydney yesterday, Nick
Greiner, and U.S. Ambassador, our U.N.
Ambassador, Tom Pickering, who received

his master’s degree from Melborne Univer-
sity.

The benefits of educational interchange
come in many, many ways. The late Gordon
Samstag, an American artist who taught at
the South Australia School of Fine Arts, en-
dowed that school with a scholarship fund
of $6 million to support Australian students
studying abroad. And in 1988, former Prime
Minister Bob Hawke helped to launch this
Center for Australian Studies at the U.T.,
at the University of Texas at Austin, contrib-
uting $50,000 Australian dollars to the Cen-
ter.

Today I'm pleased to announce that the
U.S. Information Agency is similarly con-
tributing $50,000 to the Australian Center
for American Studies. I hope this center will
lead to an expansion of American studies
in Australia. More broadly, I have spoken
today about our intention to host an edu-
cation ministerial under APEC auspices.
And our Secretary of Education will invite
APEC education ministers to Washington
next summer. And I'm very enthusiastic
about this addition to APEC’s agenda. It
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