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islation seeks to advance. In this new era,
in which countries throughout the world are
turning to democratic institutions and the
rule of law, we must maintain and strength-
en our commitment to ensuring that human
rights are respected everywhere. I again call
upon the Congress to make a real contribu-
tion to the fight against torture by enacting
the implementing legislation for the Torture
Convention so that we can finally ratify that
important treaty.

Finally, I must note that I am signing the
bill based on my understanding that the Act
does not permit suits for alleged human
rights violations in the context of United
States military operations abroad or law en-

forcement actions. Because the Act permits
suits based only on actions ‘‘under actual
or apparent authority, or color of law, of
any foreign nation,’’ I do not believe it is
the Congress’ intent that H.R. 2092 should
apply to United States Armed Forces or law
enforcement operations, which are always
carried out under the authority of United
States law.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
March 12, 1992.

Note: H.R. 2092, approved March 12, was
assigned Public Law No. 102–256.

Nomination of Vicki Ann O’Meara To Be an Assistant Attorney
General
March 12, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Vicki Ann O’Meara, of Illi-
nois, to be an Assistant Attorney General
for Land and Natural Resources at the U.S.
Department of Justice. She would succeed
Richard Burleson Stewart.

Since 1988, Ms. O’Meara has served as
a partner with the law firm of Jones, Day,
Reavis & Pogue in Chicago, IL. Prior to
this, she served as Deputy General Counsel
for Litigation and Regional Operations at
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

in Washington, DC, 1987–1988; and as a
Special Assistant to the White House Coun-
sel, 1986–1987.

Ms. O’Meara graduated from Cornell
University (B.A., 1979); Northwestern Uni-
versity Law School (J.D. 1982); and George
Washington University (M.A., 1987). She
was born May 13, 1957, in Minneapolis,
MN. Ms. O’Meara served in the U.S. Army,
1982–1986. She has one child and resides
in Evanston, IL.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the President’s
Telephone Conversation With Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel of
Turkey
March 12, 1992

The President spoke with Prime Minister
Demirel of Turkey today on the escalating
crisis between Armenia and Azerbaijan. The
President is concerned about the situation
in Nagorno-Karabakh and calls on the par-
ties to declare an immediate cease-fire so
that they can attempt to resolve their dif-

ferences peacefully.
The involvement of the CSCE in the cri-

sis in Nagorno-Karabakh reflects the deep
concern of the international community
about the violence that threatens
to scar this region for generations to come.
The parties must not seek to gain a tempo-
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