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may see Congress resort to a lot of political
gimmickry to get away from having to cast
such a vote in the sunlight, but I think we
owe it to the American family and everyone
who works hard and struggles to make ends
meet to hold the line on spending that is
unnecessary. And we’re going to keep doing
that.

Also this week, the leaders who control
Capitol Hill did something else: They began
a new effort to remove the spending caps.
That’s the only protection the taxpayer has,
the only defense he has against the excesses
of Government spending, these enormous
deficits that add to the mortgage on the
future of my grandchildren and your chil-
dren—you’re all younger. [Laughter] So the
Democratic leadership wants to kill those
caps so Congress can then go ahead and
spend more. And we simply cannot let that
happen.

What we’re seeing today is the beginning
of a battle between those who want to
change things up there and those who want
to stick with the status quo. And I say, let
the status quo people be warned: We are
going to be making these changes, taking
the case to the American people.

You see, I am very confident about this
country. I know we’ve been through an
awful lot. But America will be restored not

just through Government, not Government
meddling, empty slogans, symbolic gestures,
but by strong, clear voices of reason and
then consistent acts of responsibility. And
we are going to be restored not by outsiders
coming in with a better idea but by people
who are passionate about, and this is where
you all fit in, passionate about reclaiming
your streets, rescuing the kids from the
forces that literally would destroy them.
And we will be restored. We’ve got to see
our drug program succeed. We’ve got to
see Lamar’s program and mine, America
2000, be a success. And there’s the chal-
lenge.

I thank you for what you’ve done, teach-
ers, pastors, neighbors, friends. We are not
about to give up on the United States. And
you know, we’ve got a lot of blessings out
there. Your kids and mine go to sleep at
night with a little less fear of nuclear war.
That’s good. That’s a good thing. Now, let’s
take what we did to change the world and
use it working with you all to constructively
change America.

Thank you very, very much for what
you’re doing. Good luck.

Note: The President spoke at 3:11 p.m. in
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office Build-
ing.

Nomination of Karl A. Erb To Be an Associate Director of the
Office of Science and Technology Policy
March 26, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Karl A. Erb, of Virginia,
to be an Associate Director of the Office
of Science and Technology Policy. He
would succeed William D. Phillips.

Currently Dr. Erb serves as Acting Asso-
ciate Director of Physical Sciences and En-
gineering in the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy, Executive Office of the Presi-
dent. Prior to this he served as Assistant
Director of Physical Sciences and Engineer-
ing in the Office of Science and Technology
Policy, 1989–91. In addition, Dr. Erb served

with the National Science Foundation as
Deputy Director of the Physics Division,
1991–present, and Program Director of Nu-
clear Physics, 1986–91.

Dr. Erb graduated from New York Uni-
versity (B.A., 1965) and the University of
Michigan (M.S., 1966; Ph.D., 1970). He was
born June 30, 1942, in Chicago, IL. Dr.
Erb is married, has two children, and re-
sides in Arlington, VA.
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