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For a great example of this we don’t have
to look further than a woman who is not
with us today, DC’s Rhondee Johnson, a
junior at Benjamin Banneker High who just
won the National Academic Decathlon’s
Kristen Caperton Award for Inspiration and
Courage. She takes her school responsibil-
ities so seriously that she’s helping her team
at a track meet right now instead of joining
us. And we all hope she wins the blue rib-
bon, but she’s certainly winning it in life
with her example. Rhondee’s lived with the
tragedy of violence. When her aunt was
killed, her four children came to live with
Rhondee’s family, making 8-year-old
Rhondee the oldest of nine kids in a single-
parent household. She takes on a parent’s
duties, and she still manages a 4.0 average.
She is an inspiration, accepting responsibil-
ities and challenges and still striving to
excel.

She and all of you give a 1990’s example

of how Abraham Lincoln defined his own
life when he said, ‘‘I do the very best I
know how, the very best I can; and I mean
to keep on doing so until the end.’’ I am
proud of the message all of you winning
decathletes send, that personal dedication,
effort, and teamwork lead to success.

And when one of you bright young people
solves the problem of who created ‘‘Michel-
angelo,’’ just remember, my name is Dana
Carvey.

Thank you all very much for coming.
Congratulations, and may God bless you all.

Note: The President spoke at 11:18 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Deputy Sec-
retary of Education David T. Kearns; win-
ning team captains Daniel Bruno Ramirez,
Christine L. Roorda, and Gregory Rudnick;
and comedian Dana Carvey.

Remarks at the Signing Ceremony for the Paper Market Access
Agreement With Japan
April 23, 1992

The President. May I thank Ambassador
Kuriyama for being here with us today, Ja-
pan’s Ambassador to the United States, and
also Mike Moskow up here. Everybody
knows him, and we’re grateful to him for
his participation in all of this.

Today does mark a milestone for both the
United States and Japan, a ceremony rep-
resenting another step toward our two coun-
tries becoming equal partners in trade. The
agreement I sign today is an important,
positive development stemming from our
January trip to Japan.

And I am pleased that since January,
American companies have begun to enjoy
a more positive atmosphere for doing busi-
ness in Japan. The broader commitment
which Prime Minister Miyazawa and I made
during my visit was the Tokyo Declaration,
and an important part that was the Global
Partnership Plan of Action, an agreement
to strengthen trade between our two coun-
tries, all part of our efforts to make the

relationship between us a true partnership.
This is a very important relationship. And
that all will ensure that U.S. firms have the
same degree of access to the Japanese mar-
ket that Japanese firms enjoy in the United
States.

The Paper Market Access Agreement will
increase opportunities and sales for foreign
firms exporting paper products into Japan.
And hereafter, the Government of Japan
will encourage its paper distributors, con-
verters, printers, and major corporate users
to increase imports of competitive foreign
paper products. That official encouragement
will open the way for America’s paper in-
dustry to export its products into Japan’s
$27 billion market.

Today’s action is good for all concerned:
good for the Japanese consumer, good for
American industry, and good for the Amer-
ican worker. And it is also an important step
forward in our large global trading system.
As William McKinley said back in 1897,
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‘‘Good trade ensures good will.’’ And the
partnership between the United States of
America and Japan ensures that the hall-
mark of the new globalization of trade will
be world-class quality, competitive pricing,
and of course, excellent service.

This alliance also recognizes that inter-
active partnerships like this one strengthen
each of us and fire up the engine of eco-
nomic growth. At the same time, it strength-
ens the relationship between us and makes
the world a better, friendlier place for our
children and our grandchildren.

So I am delighted to be here. And I wel-
come all of you from industry and from the
diplomatic corridors. And let me just say
in conclusion, I view this relationship be-
tween the U.S. and Japan as very, very im-
portant. And I will do my level-best as
President of the United States to keep it
on a stable, forward-looking basis. It is es-

sential, and it is in our best interest that
it remain strong.

So, Mr. Ambassador, you are entitled to
equal time, or should we—why don’t you
go ahead, and then——

Ambassador Kuriyama. Well, thank you
very much, Mr. President.

The President. Thank you for being with
us, sir.

[At this point, Ambassador Kuriyama
spoke.]

The President. Thank you, sir, very much.
Now I will witness, if you all do the signing.

Note: The President spoke at 11:49 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House.
Ambassador Takakazu Kuriyama of Japan
and Deputy U.S. Trade Representative Mi-
chael H. Moskow signed the agreement.

Remarks at the Unveiling Ceremony for the White House
Commemorative Stamp
April 23, 1992

Thank you, Mike, very much, and greet-
ings to all of you. May I greet Edward
Horgan and Kenneth Hunter, Associate
Postmasters General; Mike, thank you, sir,
for the introduction and those remarks; old
friend George Haley here, the Chairman of
the Postal Rate Commission.

And welcome to Peerce Farm, or as we
call it nowadays, the White House. George
Washington selected this site for the Presi-
dent’s house more than 200 years ago amid
apple orchards owned by a colonial farmer
named Peerce. Being a surveyor by trade,
Washington knew what he was doing. Abi-
gail Adams, the first lady to live here, wrote,
‘‘This is a beautiful spot. And the more I
view it, the more I am delighted with it.’’

It was Thomas Jefferson who suggested
a national competition to design the Presi-
dent’s house. Washington himself chose the
design of the winner, James Hoban, an Irish
immigrant then living in Charleston.
Hoban’s plan won out over grander designs,
some of which included vast central courts,

rotundas, and—here’s an intriguing idea—
a draped throne for the President. [Laugh-
ter] His design was plainer than the others,
more befitting the house of a democratic
leader, but it was still stately and dignified,
as Washington wanted.

Incidentally, when he won the contest,
Hoban began another Capital tradition. He
promptly leaked the news to his hometown
papers in Charleston. And after many revi-
sions to the original design and after some
unfortunate redecorating by British troops
in 1814, the President’s house assumed the
graceful form that we celebrate today.

And 1992 marks the 200th anniversary of
this magnificent building. The cornerstone
was laid in October of 1792, just a few yards
from here, though the stone itself, I’m told
by the historians and the custodians, has
never been found. You’ll notice we’re re-
storing the exterior stone walls of the Resi-
dence as part of the anniversary, a celebra-
tion that includes commemorative books
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