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Nomination of Richard Goodwin Capen, Jr., To Be United States
Ambassador to Spain
April 23, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Richard Goodwin Capen,
Jr., of Florida, to be Ambassador to Spain.
He would succeed Joseph Zappala.

Currently Mr. Capen serves as a consult-
ant for Knight-Ridder, Inc. Prior to this, he
served as vice chairman and director for
Knight-Ridder, Inc., in Miami, FL, 1989–
91; as director of Knight-Ridder, Inc., 1987–
91; and as chairman and publisher of the

Miami Herald, 1983–89. From 1979 to
1982, Mr. Capen served as senior vice presi-
dent for operations of Knight-Ridder, Inc.

Mr. Capen graduated from Columbia
College (B.A., 1956). He was born July 16,
1934, in Hartford, CT. Mr. Capen served
in the U.S. Navy, 1956–59. He is married,
has three children, and resides in Miami,
FL.

Nomination of Clarence H. Albright, Jr., To Be General Counsel of
the Department of Housing and Urban Development
April 23, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Clarence H. Albright, Jr.,
of Virginia, to be General Counsel of the
Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment. He would succeed Francis An-
thony Keating II.

Since 1990, Mr. Albright has served as
Principal Deputy General Counsel in the
Office of the General Counsel at the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment in Washington, DC, and as Deputy
General Counsel, 1989–90. Prior to this, he

served as Deputy Associate Attorney Gen-
eral at the Department of Justice, 1988–
89, and senior special assistant to the Assist-
ant Attorney General at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, 1987–88.

Mr. Albright graduated from Presbyterian
College in South Carolina (B.A., 1974) and
George Mason University School of Law
(J.D., 1980). He was born January 2, 1950,
in Rock Hill, SC. Mr. Albright resides in
Alexandria, VA.

Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony for the National Crime
Victims’ Rights Awards
April 24, 1992

Please be seated, and welcome. Welcome
to the Rose Garden on this beautiful Friday.
We’re here to commemorate National
Crime Victims’ Rights Week. I first salute
the Attorney General, who is doing a superb
job for our country in the whole area of
law enforcement, Bill Barr, standing here.
May I also single out Director Sessions, the
head of the FBI, with us today. Bill, wel-
come, sir.

And to others, may I just say that the
people seated in this garden are representa-
tives of one of this country’s strongest traits,
compassion. And this compassion is the
driving force behind the improvements that
are balancing the scales of justice, strength-
ening the rights of the crime victims. For
far too long, the agonizing experiences each
victim must endure have been overlooked.
The seldom-realized truth is that the crime
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is just the beginning of a process that will
last months, if not years or lifetimes.

The award winners we honor today real-
ize this fact. They’ve set out to improve,
protect, and strengthen the rights of crime
victims. As Attorney General Barr will ex-
plain shortly, each and every one of them
is a hero worthy of saluting in this war on
crime. But before the Attorney General be-
gins the presentations, I would like to take
this opportunity to reinforce our administra-
tion’s commitment to the rights of crime
victims. This administration, in particular
the Department of Justice, has fought hard
to make strides on behalf of the victims in
the courtroom.

In 1991, we gained a landmark Supreme
Court decision for crime victims in the case
known as Payne versus Tennessee, a case
which authorizes, against a constitutional
challenge, the admission of victim impact
evidence during the sentencing phase of
capital cases. In the Payne versus Tennessee
case, the Supreme Court recognized that
the jury should be allowed to know the trag-
ic impact that homicide crimes have on a
survivor. In this case, the jury was allowed
to know not only about the murderer’s bru-
tality toward his victims, but toward the sur-
vivors. The jury was allowed to know the
pain and suffering caused 3-year-old Nich-
olas, the survivor of homicide victims, who
missed his mother, Charisse, and his 2-year-
old sister, Lacie. This decision rings of plain
common sense, and it rings of fundamental
fairness: A jury should know the victim, as
well as the defendant.

I want to continue to see strides made
in the courtroom. I’ve said it once, and let
me just say it again: None of us should rest
until all of our laws duly reflect the sym-
pathy we should have for victims of crime.
A key part of our program to make our
cities safe again has been the appointment
of judges who interpret the law and do not
legislate from the bench. And that is exactly
what I have done in naming these people
to the bench.

This is a step in the right direction. And
as we continue down the path of equal jus-
tice for accusers and the accused alike,
we’ve encountered an uphill climb, frankly,
one that is making our work more difficult
and slowing the pace of progress consider-

ably. As you know, that hill that I’m talking
about is Capitol Hill with all of its special
interest groups.

Here is just one typical example of what
we are up against. In 1990, the Congress
created 11 new circuit and 74 new district
judgeships to help us wage the war on
crime. And yet, two and a half weeks ago,
special interest groups managed to postpone
a vote on my nominee to the 11th Circuit
Court of Appeals, Ed Carnes. Ed Carnes’
nomination has been before the Senate
since January 27th. He has first-rate creden-
tials, strong support through his home State
of Alabama. In addition, no Senator has yet
indicated opposition. However, some inter-
est groups, not the Senate but the interest
groups, oppose his nomination. Their rea-
son? As a prosecutor, Ed Carnes has ac-
tively campaigned against procedural tech-
nicalities designed to prevent imposition of
the death penalty. Their course of action?
To obtain a one-month postponement on
the vote. And the justification? The nomina-
tion needed—you’ve heard it before—‘‘fur-
ther study.’’

Personally, I do not understand the prior-
ities of those special interest groups. Why
so little concern for the victims and so much
for criminals? It is my hope that the Demo-
cratic leadership of the Senate agrees with
this. And if so, they will not allow Mr.
Carnes’ nomination to be held hostage any
longer and will vote on it immediately as
scheduled upon their return. It is also my
hope that they will resist future efforts to
play politics with the courts and will not
yield to any more requests for delay on this
or other judicial nominations. [Applause] I
see one person agrees. Those of you here
today play an important role in stopping this
practice by special interest groups. You
must make your voices heard. Let Congress
know that these interest groups do not
speak for you. Believe me, it will make a
real difference if you check in on this point.

I am proud of what this administration
has accomplished on behalf of crime victims
and their survivors. But I am even more
proud of this Nation’s compassionate citi-
zens who identified a fault in the system
and then, through citizen action, set out to
correct it.

I thank you for your dedication, for your
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hard work, and applaud your successes. And
I will now turn the meeting over to Attor-
ney General Barr, asking him to do the hon-
ors. And may God bless you all. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 10:02 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. Fol-

lowing the President’s remarks, Attorney
General William P. Barr presented the
awards to eight individuals for exemplary
service on behalf of crime victims and their
families and for achievements in defending
the rights of crime victims.

Remarks Prior to a Briefing on Banking and Finance Regulatory
Reform
April 24, 1992

I announced in the State of the Union
Message a 90-day regulatory moratorium,
and today another step is being taken to
reduce the regulatory burdens. The 90-day
moratorium has been a tremendous success.
And I applaud the good work by the Coun-
cil on Competitiveness, headed by Vice
President Quayle.

As you know, excessive regulations add
billions of dollars of costs to the American
economy each year. We’ve got to do some-
thing about these costs. And during the
moratorium we’ve made more than 70 de-
regulatory changes that will save tens of bil-
lions of dollars for American consumers and
taxpayers. Many of these changes will also
help create jobs for American workers.

We will have more announcements next
week, and I’ll have more to say on this sub-
ject on Wednesday. Today’s announcement

concerns financial service regulations, and
we’re announcing a package of banking ini-
tiatives designed to streamline financial reg-
ulation. Our new regulatory uniformity pol-
icy will reduce or eliminate unnecessary
compliance costs by financial service institu-
tions. We’re also announcing measures to
strengthen financial health and to reduce
unnecessary regulatory barriers to new lend-
ing. These reforms will increase access to
capital for individuals and businesses, there-
by contributing to economic growth.

The Deputy Secretary of the Treasury,
John Robson, and Boyden Gray, our Gen-
eral Counsel, and Michael Boskin will pro-
vide you with all the details.

Thank you very much.

Note: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in
the Briefing Room at the White House.

Teleconference Remarks to the National Association of Hispanic
Journalists
April 24, 1992

The President. Thank you very much,
Monica. And first, let me thank your Presi-
dent, Don Flores, for this opportunity to
speak with you. May I salute the hundreds
of Hispanic women and men who inform
and enliven our great country through the
press and through the broadcast media. I
look forward to answering your questions.

A top priority of my Presidency is to con-

solidate the peaceful revolution that’s taken
place in Latin America over the past dec-
ade, the movement towards democracy and
free markets. And yesterday I heard a solid
endorsement of those goals in a meeting
with hundreds of business and
civic leaders and government leaders from
around our hemisphere. Democratic neigh-
bors are peaceful neighbors. Experience
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