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whatever it is. So, I don’t think rights were
violated. I do think we can learn from the
desert war pooling experience and from the
Desert Storm coverage and see if we can’t
do a better job on access for journalists.

Q. President Bush, on behalf of the Na-
tional Association of Hispanic Journalists,
we thank you for your time today.

The President. Monica, thank you very,
very much. And good luck to you out there.
I am one who, as you may know from my
own family, is doubly blessed in a sense
because of having three Hispanic-American
grandchildren. And so, I hope I’ve been
sensitive to your needs and to the things
that bring you together. But I can guarantee
you this, I’m going to keep on trying.

And when I think about patriotism and
service to country, I know what I’m talking
about when I say Hispanics have been in
the forefront of that. And when I think
about family values, I know what I’m talking
about when I say the Hispanic-American
families epitomize, more than most, the

family values that Barbara and I, at least,
hold so dear.

So I’ll keep on trying, trying to do my
best. And I might say in conclusion—you
don’t need to hear me twice now—but I
might say in conclusion that the economic
news is a little better. And as that turns
around, and I’m confident it will, I think
we’ll see this country coming together; I
think we’ll see a return to a little more opti-
mism. And certainly, I will keep dedicated
and rededicating our administration to fair-
play for our Hispanic-American citizens.

So thank you, and thanks for letting me
drop in. And good luck to each and every
one of you. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. via
satellite from Room 459 of the Old Execu-
tive Office Building to the National Associa-
tion of Hispanic Journalists meeting in Albu-
querque, NM. In his remarks, he referred
to Monica Armenta, moderator of the tele-
conference.

Radio Address to the Nation on Trade Reform
April 25, 1992

A lot of the reports we Americans hear
on TV or the radio seem to follow the
maxim ‘‘Good news is no news.’’ Well, today
I’m going to break a few rules and talk
about some good news. The story is jobs,
jobs created and jobs sustained because of
our ability to sell our product and services
abroad.

Last week, we received the latest from
the economic front. All around the world,
more and more people are buying Amer-
ican. Our exports shot up 7 percent in Feb-
ruary to a one-month record high of almost
$38 billion, closing the deficit gap by 16
percent. If there’s any moral to this story,
it’s a reminder that if Americans want to
succeed economically at home, we’ve got to
lead economically abroad. In the past cou-
ple of weeks, I’ve been talking to groups
around the country and to leaders from
around the world. The message is simple:
Expanding free trade abroad means expand-

ing opportunity at home.
America’s trade story is good news, not

just for our coastal States and port towns
but all across America. Here’s a sampling:
Colorado, about 90,000 jobs supported by
trade; about 90,000 in Iowa; Arizona,
120,000 jobs; Tennessee, 150,000 jobs.
America’s manufacturing exports are more
competitive than 10 years ago, our labor
more productive. The Chicken Little
hysterics of an America under siege may
make better copy, but they leave out one
little fact: The United States is the leading
exporter in the world, bar none.

I don’t mean to discount the competition.
Our competitors are tough. More and more,
America competes in an international mar-
ketplace where standing still means falling
behind. Some want us to respond to these
challenges as if they were a bad dream, just
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hide under the covers and hope it goes
away. They may be talking tough, but
they’re really running scared. The problem
is, they’re running the wrong way. The an-
swer isn’t to build up our barriers; it’s to
get other countries to tear down theirs.

Two days ago, I met with the heads of
Europe’s Common Market. And we talked
long and hard about how to bring the Uru-
guay round of GATT, the world trade nego-
tiations, to a successful conclusion. Such an
agreement could pump $5 trillion into the
global economy over the next 10 years. The
U.S. share would top $1 trillion. That’s hun-
dreds of thousands of new American jobs.

I don’t plan to stop there. We’re also ne-
gotiating an historic free trade agreement
with Mexico and Canada. Listen to these
facts: During my Presidency, 45 out of our
50 States have increased their exports with
Mexico. Already over the 4 years, exports
to Mexico have more than doubled, creating
hundreds of thousands of jobs here at
home. Clearly, with a successful agreement,
we’d export more than ever before, increas-
ing trade with Mexico by $10 billion and
creating over 360,000 American jobs. And
that’s why a North American free trade
agreement is in our interest, because it

means more jobs right here.
Just this week, the United States took

steps to facilitate trade in high-technology
goods, an initiative made possible by the
rebirth of freedom in formerly Communist
lands. We relaxed trade restrictions that
served us well during the cold war but no
longer serve their purpose. We will elimi-
nate requirements for thousands of export
licenses, including many that affected com-
puters, one of our strongest export earners.
Trade covered by this deregulation amounts
to about $2.5 billion.

The choice is simple. We can either pro-
mote protectionism or promote free trade.
To my reckoning, no one ever beat the
competition by cringing behind a trade bar-
rier. You see, I have faith in free trade be-
cause I have faith in the American worker.
When trade is free and fair, Americans can
beat the competition fair and square.

Thank you for listening. And may God
bless the United States of America.

Note: This address was recorded at 7:56
a.m. on April 24 in the Oval Office at the
White House for broadcast after 9 a.m. on
April 25.

Remarks on Legislative Goals and an Exchange With Reporters
April 27, 1992

The President. With Congress coming
back tomorrow, I want to just emphasize
those things that I hope we can accomplish
in the next couple of months by actively
seeking areas of consensus. What I’m about
to list does not include everything I’d like
to see done, but some main areas.

First, while the economy is recovering, we
still need an economic boost to ensure the
strength and length of this rise in economic
activity. The growth package that I sent to
Congress in my State of the Union is still
before Congress, and it contains key ele-
ments of a plan to create jobs and stimulate
investment and growth. And I ask the Con-
gress to continue consideration of these pro-
posals.

Secondly, there’s the energy bill, an en-
ergy bill that will further our national en-
ergy needs and goals. The Senate produced
a good bipartisan bill, and the bipartisan
process appears to be breaking down in the
House. That should not be allowed to hap-
pen. A comprehensive energy strategy is
long overdue, and we need bills that make
sense, not a veto.

The third is health care reform. Com-
prehensive reform is made up of many ele-
ments, and I believe there is relative con-
sensus on some of the elements. And I’d
like to act quickly in those areas where we
can achieve consensus. There are 30 million
people in this country without adequate
health care insurance, and we must offer


		Superintendent of Documents
	2012-07-11T13:10:23-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




