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ter.
Let me take someone many of you will

know, a senior named Sylvia Daniels. She
took her first class at F.I.U. 15 years ago,
and she graduates today at the age of 77.
And I’ve saved the best for last: This sum-
mer, Sylvia, they tell me, starts graduate
classes in Cambridge, England. Good luck.
And Sylvia, if you’re looking for a new chal-
lenge to take on until school starts, there’s
always the national windsurfing champion-
ship. Good luck. [Laughter]

We see the power of optimism in Jose
Marrero, who today becomes the first in
his family to graduate from college. And
he’s done it at the age of 19. And we see
it in Michael Yelovich. Ten years ago, at
the age of 15, Michael was paralyzed, the
result of an accidental shooting. And Mi-
chael’s mother wrote me at the White
House about that difficult time when, in
her words, ‘‘Life to Michael and the rest
of our family seemed unbearable.’’ Mi-
chael’s battled back against the odds and
the obstacles to get here today. And his
mother wrote that ‘‘When he graduates, the
whole world should know.’’ And it seems
to her now that the whole world does know.
And what a great story that is.

And so, when I hear that in America you
can’t get ahead, I say, ‘‘Tell that one to Mi-
chael Yelovich. Try that one on.’’ And when
I hear that in America our kids are in crisis,
I say, ‘‘Tell that to Jose Marrero.’’ And when
I hear that in America our best days are

behind us, I say, ‘‘Tell that to Sylvia Dan-
iels.’’ Here’s what I know: America’s best
days always lie ahead. In the next century,
as in this one, America will be the strongest,
the bravest, the freest Nation on the face
of the Earth.

As President, I have made it my mission
to preserve and advance three legacies close
to all our hearts: a world at peace; an econ-
omy with good jobs, real opportunity for
all Americans; a Nation of strong families,
sturdy values of character and culture. To
make this destiny our own, we’ve got to
be part of a larger movement. As parents,
as citizens, as members of the communities
we call home, we must rekindle a revolution
to bring change to the country that, indeed,
has changed the world.

Thank you, once again, for this warm wel-
come and this high honor and for inviting
me to share this special day with you and
your families. And may God bless the
United States of America. Thank you very,
very much.

Note: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. at
the Miami Beach Convention Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Andy Garcia, actor
and F.I.U. alumnus; Robert Bell, Sherwood
M. (Woody) Weiser, and Mark B. Rosen-
berg, F.I.U. Distinguished Service Award
recipients; Mary Ann Smith, Broward
County Teacher of the Year; and Angel
Stanford Jones, Dade County Teacher of the
Year.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Syria’s Lifting of
Restrictions on Syrian Jews
April 27, 1992

We are pleased to have obtained official
confirmation from the Syrian Government
on Saturday of the lifting of restrictions on
travel and disposition of property for the
Syrian Jewish community.

The Syrian Government has now in-
formed us that, in the aftermath of Presi-
dent Assad’s recent meeting with the lead-
ers of Syria’s Jewish community, all mem-
bers of the Syrian Jewish community will

be accorded the same rights as those en-
joyed by all other Syrian citizens. We have
been told that Syrian Jews will be allowed
to travel abroad as families, on business, and
for vacations. Further, the Syrian Govern-
ment has removed difficulties encountered
by its Jewish citizens with regard to the sale
and purchase of property. The Syrian Gov-
ernment has also released the Soued broth-
ers, who had been imprisoned for violating
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Syrian travel laws.
We welcome these decisions by President

Assad and his Government. This administra-
tion has maintained a productive dialog with
Syria’s leadership on a number of important
issues, including the peace process. The
subject of Syrian Jewry has constituted an

integral part of this dialog and has been
raised by both President Bush and Secretary
Baker with President Assad and other senior
Syrian officials. We look forward to the full
implementation of these decisions affecting
Syrian Jews.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the Beer Market Access
Agreement With Canada
April 27, 1992

The President welcomes the agreement
in principle reached Saturday between the
U.S. Trade Representative and Canadian of-
ficials to resolve longstanding bilateral dif-
ferences over access for American beer to

the Canadian market. The agreement is an
indication of the importance of our bilateral
trading relationship and the willingness of
the U.S. and Canada to work cooperatively
to resolve trade differences.

Nomination of William Clark, Jr., To Be an Assistant Secretary of
State
April 27, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate William Clark, Jr., of the
District of Columbia, a member of the Sen-
ior Foreign Service, class of Career Min-
ister, to be an Assistant Secretary of State
for East Asian and Pacific Affairs. He would
succeed Richard H. Solomon.

Since 1989, Ambassador Clark has served
as United States Ambassador to India. Prior
to this, he served as Principal Deputy As-
sistant Secretary of State for Asian and Pa-
cific Affairs at the U.S. Department of

State, 1987–89; and as Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific
Affairs, 1986–87. In addition, Ambassador
Clark served as Chargé d’Affaires at the
U.S. Embassy in Cairo, Egypt, 1986, and
as Deputy Chief of Mission, 1985–86.

Ambassador Clark graduated from San
Jose State College (B.A., 1954). He was
born October 12, 1930, in Oakland, CA.
Ambassador Clark served in the U.S. Navy,
1949–53. He is married, has one child, and
resides in Washington, DC.

Remarks at a Bush-Quayle Fundraising Dinner in Charlotte, North
Carolina
April 27, 1992

Thank you so much for the warm wel-
come. Thank you, Jim Martin, Dottie—and
Jim, for those kind words and for heading
up our effort in this great and important

State. Dr. Ford, thank you for your lovely
words of invocation. Let me single out the
Bravo Singers, did a superb job of harmony
there on the anthem. And the Lees-McRae
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