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Kazakhstan seeks a future that is peaceful,
prosperous, and free.

Once again, Mr. President, it has been
a special privilege to welcome you to Wash-
ington, to welcome you to the White House.
And may God bless your great country.

Note: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. The

remarks followed a ceremony in which
President Bush and President Nazarbayev
signed the Agreement on Trade Relations
Between the United States and Kazakhstan,
the Bilateral Investment Treaty Between the
United States and Kazakhstan, and the
United States-Kazakhstan Overseas Private
Investment Corporation Agreement.

Joint Declaration With President Nursultan Nazarbayev of
Kazakhstan
May 19, 1992

DECLARATION ON U.S.-KAZAKHSTAN
RELATIONS

At the conclusion of this important meet-
ing, we—the President of the United States
and the President of the Republic of
Kazakhstan—have resolved to develop
friendly, cooperative relations between our
countries and peoples, and to work together
to strengthen international peace and stabil-
ity.

Kazakhstan and the United States favor
an early ratification and implementation of
the START Treaty as an important guaran-
tor of maintaining global stability. Reaffirm-
ing its commitment to peace and security,
Kazakhstan shall, at the earliest possible
time, accede to the Treaty on the Non-pro-
liferation of Nuclear Weapons as a non-nu-
clear state, while preserving the right of
control over the non-use and reductions of
the nuclear weapons temporarily deployed
on its territory. Kazakhstan guarantees to
carry out the elimination of all types of nu-
clear weapons, including strategic offensive
arms, within the seven-year period provided
for in the START Treaty. The United States
welcomes these steps and shall take nec-
essary measures to assist Kazakhstan in this
matter. Kazakhstan and the United States
agree on the need to establish effective na-
tional control over non-proliferation of the
weapons of mass destruction and associated
technologies to third countries.

The United States and Kazakhstan will
work to strengthen international security on
the basis of lower and more stable levels
of armaments among all nations. We com-

mit to uphold shared international prin-
ciples, especially democracy, respect for
borders and territorial integrity, and peace-
ful resolution of disputes. Together we will
promote respect for international law and
the principles enshrined in the Helsinki
Final Act, the Charter of Paris, other impor-
tant documents of the Conference on Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe, and the
United Nations Charter. The United States
welcomes Kazakhstan’s efforts to establish
equal and mutually beneficial relations with
Russia and the states of Central Asia as well
as with other states in accordance with these
principles. Toward this end, the United
States welcomes Kazakhstan’s membership
in multilateral institutions like the United
Nations, the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe, the North Atlantic
Cooperation Council, the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank, and
its commitment to values and accepted
norms of behavior in the world. We agree
that our countries should maintain a regular
bilateral dialogue on questions of peace and
stability that are of interest to both states.

We believe that the basis for the develop-
ment of a lasting partnership between our
states must be a shared commitment to pro-
mote the values of democracy, free markets,
and world peace. In this regard, the United
States supports Kazakhstan’s commitment to
pursue far-reaching political and economic
reform. The United States welcomes
Kazakhstan’s desire to build its independ-
ence in full accordance with the
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principles of a free and democratic society,
including free elections, pluralism and toler-
ance, freedom of emigration, the rule of
law, and respect for human rights, including
equal rights for all individuals belonging to
ethnic or religious minorities. The United
States Government, in cooperation with the
American private sector, will make available
programs designed to help Kazakhstan es-
tablish the institutions, ideas, and practices
that form the foundation of democracy.

Kazakhstan will seek to accelerate its ef-
forts to move toward a market economy
through a plan for macroeconomic stabiliza-
tion and structural/microeconomic reform
that will promote economic recovery, mar-
ket development, and growth. This plan will
be developed in cooperation with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and other inter-
national financial institutions. The United
States will support such a plan and will en-
courage others to do so as well. In particu-
lar, the United States will provide
Kazakhstan with access to technical assist-
ance programs to assist its efforts to develop
a market economy.

Kazakhstan and the United States will
work actively to promote free trade, invest-
ment, and economic cooperation between
our countries. The United States and
Kazakhstan have signed three economic

agreements that constitute the basic frame-
work of our economic relationship. They
will promote economic ties between the two
states and will further economic develop-
ment. We have concluded a trade agree-
ment that will confer Most Favored Nation
tariff treatment on Kazakhstan, an OPIC
agreement to make available investment in-
surance for American firms investing in
Kazakhstan, and a Bilateral Investment
Treaty. We have also agreed to expedite ne-
gotiations on a tax treaty, and to develop
our cooperation in the area of scientific re-
search and environmental protection. A crit-
ical feature of our cooperation will be an
effort by Kazakhstan to lower barriers to
trade and investment to allow greater access
for American and foreign firms, especially
in sectors such as oil and natural gas, min-
ing, agriculture, manufacturing, and food
processing.

By agreeing to work jointly to advance
these common interests, we have taken an
important step in the development of a
strong, lasting friendship between
Kazakhstan and the United States. Through
expanded cooperation between our govern-
ments, and expanded contacts between our
peoples, we seek to build an enduring rela-
tionship that will enhance the freedom and
well-being of our nations and the world.

Remarks to the National Retail Federation
May 19, 1992

The President. Let me first salute Lamar
Alexander; most of you know who he is,
our Secretary for Education. But as we’re
trying to literally revolutionize American
education, give kids a real break, give them
a shot at excellence, why, I can’t tell you
how grateful I am to have him as Secretary.
He’s doing a superb job.

Tracy, president, thank you for having me
here. And to Joseph Antonini, I salute him,
our chairman. And thank you all very much
for coming.

I gather Pat Saiki has been here, right,
or has she?

Ms. Tracy Mullins. She spoke to us this

morning.
The President. Yes. I want to say about

Pat, when this problem broke out there in
Los Angeles, she took that SBA and really
rose to the occasion. I think she’s really try-
ing to help in that field. And of course,
what they’re doing, SBA, across the board,
I hope, is beneficial in many ways to all
business people in this country.

But as you know, these riots out there left
a large number of retail operators and a lot
of small businesses devastated. What hap-
pened in the Korean community, where it
was particularly concentrated, was just hor-
rible and, of course, all communities. But
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