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these nations along the road to democracy
and freedom. For Russia, largely for Russia
but also for the Ukraine and others, we have
the “FREEDOM Support Act” which I've
sent up to the Congress, which will provide
new opportunities for American business.
It's going to clear away a lot of that cold
war legislation, get rid of that, that now in-
hibits trade and investment with Ukraine
and the other nations of the old Soviet em-
pire. It provides new authority to continue
food assistance totaling $110 million in food
guarantees for the purchase of American ag
products. And Congress should act now.

We've got problems at home, but we
must not miss this historic opportunity to
guarantee the peace for these kids here and
to guarantee the freedom for those across
the ocean. So join with me in asking Con-
gress not to disappoint our children and to
support us as we try to pass the “FREE-
DOM Support Act.” And if we meet these
responsibilities today, a generation from
now people might be speaking about a
“Ukrainian miracle” or a “Baltic miracle,”
much as we marvel at the recovery of West-
ern Europe just a few years ago, ravaged
by the Second World War. They came back
strong. And everyone calls it the “miracle
of Western Europe.” Now we want the
same things for these new republics. And
with your support, we can get it.

I know that it is still Easter season in
your church. And to close, I want to tell

a story about Easter this year, not in
Ukraine but in Russia. Many of you will
recall the big military parades that the Sovi-
ets used to have there in Red Square, al-
ways with a huge portrait of Lenin as the
backdrop, on the wall of the State Historical
Museum. Well, this year at Easter, there
was no portrait of Lenin. Instead, a massive
icon towered over Red Square, an icon of
the Resurrection, and atop it, the words
Christos Voskrese, Christ is risen.

And the way I look at it is this: This really
is a season of resurrection throughout the
once-captive nations of Europe. And it is
a wonderful time to be alive to see these
days, to enjoy the freedom that God has
given us in the freest, most wonderful Na-
tion on the face of the Earth, the United
States of America. May God bless each and
every one of you.

And may I say, as the President of the
United States, I will keep working for free-
dom around the world. And with your sup-
port, I know we will be successful in seeing
these European and former Soviet republics
become free and whole, with the people
enjoying a life they never would have
dreamed of.

Thank you, and may God bless the United
States of America. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 1:53 p.m. in
the auditorium at St. Josephat’s Cathedral.
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Thank you all very much. It is a pleasure
to be here, and I'm delighted. Lou, thank
you, sir, for that introduction. Please be
seated out there. And be seated up here.
[Laughter] Sorry about that. No, but I'm
delighted to be here. I'm sorry that Barbara
Bush is not here. She was here just a couple
of weeks ago at another event.

But it’s a thrill to be back in my home-
town, near it, one of my many hometowns.
I just had a chance to drive up across the
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line into Greenwich to see my almost-91-
year-old mother. So in a way, it is a home-
coming. And it really is when you look out
here and see so many friends, so many peo-
ple that worked way back in the political
wars and have given me this extraordinary
opportunity to be President of the United
States in these wonderfully exciting, chal-
lenging, yes, but wonderfully exciting times
for our country.

And I am pleased—I want to thank Lou, I
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want to thank Ginny, his wife; both of them
so nervous they can hardly speak about the
future grandchild that’s appearing any
minute now. I want to thank the Young Art-
ists’ Philharmonic for bringing us a little class
into this hangar. Real good. Thank you all
very, very much. And salute several old
friends: John Rowland, who we miss in the
Congress, and I expect you miss him as Gov-
ernor of this State, but nevertheless—and
Bobby Holt and my old friend Brian Gaffney
and Betsy and Spike Heminway and Dick
Foley and Bob Macauley and Leon Hirsh,
Jack Neafsey, and fellow Republicans, includ-
ing our very special Secretary of HUD, Jack
Kemp, who is doing a superb job, trying to
get this Congress to move.

And a special thanks to my old friends.
They were with us in the convention and
4 years ago. I am a fan of theirs. They came
down from Bangor, Maine, to be here,
heading right on down to Atlantic City. But
let’s hear it once more for the Oak Ridge
Boys. They say an awful lot about this great
country of ours.

Now, not for a long one. Billy Graham
tells this marvelous story about the speaker
that went on and on and on. Somebody sit-
ting over about where Jack was picked up
the gavel, heaved it at him, missed the
speaker, and hit a lady in the front row.
And she said, “Hit me again. I can still hear
him.” [Laughter] 1 want to keep this one
brief because it is a lovely and an informal
evening. But let me just make a few com-
ments.

In the first place, I do think weve got
a lot to be grateful for in this country. I
think we have many, many blessings. And
I see these kids here, and I am very proud
that our administration has had some hand
in seeing that these kids don’t go to sleep
every night worried about nuclear war. We
have changed the world, and we’ve changed
it for the better.

I just came from a very emotional meet-
ing—Freedom Day, it is, out in Cleveland,
Ohio—came from a very emotional meeting
with what used to be called the captive na-
tions people: Ukrainians and Hungarians
and so many others, Poles, Eastern Euro-
peans of all kinds, and then those now re-
publics, represented by the republics of the
Soviet Union, former Soviet Union. And

again we ought to keep that in sight as we
count our blessings. The United States, be-
cause we stayed strong—and I salute my
predecessor Ronald Reagan for this one—
because we stayed strong and determined,
those nations are no longer captive nations.
They are free nations. And democracy is
on the move all across the world.

So just as we have brought these changes,
with a lot of help I will concede, but we
brought these changes to the world, we've
got to change things at home. And that is
exactly what we have been trying to do for
the last 3 vyears. Some successes, not
enough. We've got to change the world.
And let me just tell you, as Jack and I went
out to Los Angeles and looked at it, what
we feel needs to be done in the way of
change. And it’s not just to take care of
that city that went through the horrible
times. It's not just that, because the ideas
I'll mention to you real quick are ideas that
would resonate for other cities, other com-
munities across this country. And all of
them are built on the principles: personal
responsibility, opportunity, ownership, inde-
pendence, dignity, empowerment, the fam-
ily. And it all adds up to the American
dream.

And here’s what we're talking about: We
have a great program that we're trying to
get the Congress to help us with now called
“Weed and Seed.” It backs our wonderful
law enforcement people. It weeds out the
criminals and goes after the drug dealers.
And then it seeds the neighborhoods with
hope and opportunity. We need to get that
through the United States Congress, and I
believe we can.

The next one is enterprise zones, some-
thing that we've been championing for 3
years, Jack on the cutting edge, and effec-
tively so, I might add. And what that says
is, better than some make-work program, let’s
change the tax structure so you can draw like
a magnet into the inner cities some busi-
nesses who are going to take a chance, who
are going to take a gamble. And it’s going
to make it worth their while through the tax
changes so they will then offer jobs with dig-
nity in the private sector to those that have
been bypassed as far as the American
dream goes. We need enterprise zones
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now, and I'd like to have your support with
the Congress.

Another one is, we must reform the wel-
fare system. And people say, “Oh well, wait
a minute, is that some kind of code word.”
It is not. What we’re doing is offering waiv-
ers to these States so they can try. Wiscon-
sin came in, they've got a program called
Learnfare to take welfare dependency peo-
ple and give them an opportunity to learn;
similarly, Workfare programs. We have got
to innovate in this country. And then there’s
a much more compassionate side of welfare
reform. A kid saved the other day a little
over $1,000. And the welfare people came
to get the family and said, “Your daughter
here has saved a little over $1,000. You can’t
do that on welfare; that violates the rules.”
We're trying to change that so families can
save a little money and work their way out
or get themselves an education. So we’ve
got to reform the welfare system. And the
time has come. And the people that will
benefit the most are those who have been
on welfare hopelessly without any chance
at the American dream. Help us change it.

We've got a wonderful job training pro-
gram, Job Training 2000. We're going to
coordinate the services to the people that
need it the most. And again, we're going
to push through, our able Secretary of
Labor Lynn Martin and others, to get this
Job Training 2000 enacted.

A fifth one is homeownership. You see,
we believe that if a person owns the home,
it is far better. They take a pride in it. A
dignity comes back. It strengthens the fam-
ily, and it is a far better approach than these
failed housing projects that strip families of
their dignity. And so we’re pushing hard for
homeownership. And again, we're going to
try to get the Congress to help us in every
way possible. Give that opportunity to
American families.

And the last one—and it is vitally impor-
tant and it doesn’t have quite the short-
term implications—we must reform our
education system. And we are talking about
a new program. David Kearns, that’s so
well-known in this part to many people, was
very instrumental in it and so is Lamar Alex-
ander, our Secretary. We're literally talking
about revolutionizing American education,
brandnew schools in each State, not new
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necessarily in bricks and mortar but new
concepts. Trying that and saying, “The old
system hasn’t worked; let’s change it.” For
example, let’s give parents a choice of where
they want to send their schools, religious
or private, whatever it is. Give them a
choice and watch our educational system
improve.

So these are some of the initiatives we're
pushing. And then overlying that, we have
some other fundamental ones. Every time
I see young people I'm saying to myself,
we've got to do something to keep from
mortgaging their future. And we’ve pro-
posed capping the growth of these manda-
tory programs. We are now fighting for a
balanced budget amendment. And we need
your help to get that one through the Con-
gress. It will discipline our branch of Gov-
ernment, and it'll discipline the United
States Congress. And the balanced budget
amendment will be phased in, and it'll save
the future generations if we can get it
passed.

Two other points you'll be hearing more
about as we engage in the fall—and I will
be encouraging people to send more Re-
publican Congressmen down there to Wash-
ington, both in the Senate and the House.
One of them is the line-item veto. You give
me that line-item veto that these 43 Gov-
ernors have, and watch us get that spending
under control. And the last one, we've got
to reform our legal system. We've got to
sue each other less and help each other
more. And we have proposals to do just ex-
actly that. That’s the tip of the iceberg.

There’s a domestic agenda for you. And
we’re going to take the case to the Amer-
ican people. And Lou is right: The Amer-
ican economy has begun to move. A recent
poll that I saw and analyzed here just a few
days ago, 70 percent of the American peo-
ple think the economy is getting worse.
They are wrong. It is beginning to turn. And
when it does, the fortunes of the Repub-
lican Party and those people that share the
values I've spelled out here are going to
rise, and they're going to rise precipitously.
We are going to win the election in the fall.
We are going to get more people in the
United States Congress that believe and
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think as you and I do. And thank you for
your help in making that possible.
Thank you all, and may God bless you.

Note: The President spoke at 6:07 p.m. in
Hangar 26 at the Westchester County Re-
gional Airport. In his remarks, he referred
to Louis Bantle, Bush-Quayle Connecticut

finance chairman; Bobby Holt, Bush-Quayle
national finance chairman; Brian Gaffney,
Bush-Quayle Connecticut cochairman; Betsy
Heminway, Bush-Quayle Connecticut co-
chairman, and her husband, Spike; Dick
Foley, chairman of the Connecticut Repub-
lican Party; and Bob Macauley, Leon Hirsh,
and Jack Neafsey, event cochairmen.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting Proposed Legislation
on New Mexico Public Lands Wilderness Designation

May 22, 1992

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am pleased to submit for congressional
consideration and passage the “New Mexico
Public Lands Wilderness Act”.

The Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (FLPMA), (43 U.S.C.
1701, et seq.), directs the Secretary of the
Interior to review the wilderness potential
of the public lands.

The review of the areas identified in New
Mexico began immediately after the enact-
ment of FLPMA and has now been com-
pleted. Approximately 908,000 acres of pub-
lic lands in 50 areas in New Mexico met
the minimum wilderness criteria and were
designated as wilderness study areas
(WSAs). These WSAs were studied and ana-
lyzed during the review process and the re-
sults documented in six environmental im-
pact statements and one instant study area
report.

Based on the studies and reviews of the
WSAs, the Secretary of the Interior rec-
ommends that all or part of 23 of the WSAs,
totaling 487,186 acres of public lands, be
designated as part of the National Wilder-
ness Preservation System. From these 23
WSAs, the Secretary proposes to designate
22 wilderness areas by consolidating two
WSAs into one wilderness area.

I concur with the Secretary of the Interi-
or’s recommendations and am pleased to
recommend designation of the 22 areas (to-
taling 487,186 acres) identified in the en-
closed draft legislation as additions to the
National Wilderness Preservation System.

The proposed additions represent the di-

versity of wilderness values in the State of
New Mexico. These range from the rel-
atively undisturbed and expansive stretch of
the Chihuahuan Desert in the West Potrillo
Mountains, to the canyons of the Gila and
Chama Rivers, to the rocky peaks of the
Organ Mountains, Big Hatchet Mountains,
and the Sierra Ladrones. These areas span
a wide variety of New Mexico landforms,
ecosystems, and other natural systems and
features. Their inclusion in the wilderness
system will improve the geographic distribu-
tion of wilderness areas in New Mexico, and
will complement existing areas of congres-
sionally designated wilderness. They will
provide new and outstanding opportunities
for solitude and unconfined recreation.

The enclosed draft legislation provides
that designation as wilderness shall not con-
stitute a reservation of water or water rights
for wilderness purposes. This is consistent
with the fact that the Congress did not es-
tablish a Federal reserved water right for
wilderness purposes. The Administration
has established the policy that, where it is
necessary to obtain water rights for wilder-
ness purposes in a specific wilderness area,
water rights would be sought from the State
by filing under State water laws. Further-
more, it is the policy of the Administration
that the designation of wilderness areas
should not interfere with the use of water
rights, State water administration, or the use
of a State’s interstate water allocation.
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