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think as you and I do. And thank you for
your help in making that possible.
Thank you all, and may God bless you.

Note: The President spoke at 6:07 p.m. in
Hangar 26 at the Westchester County Re-
gional Airport. In his remarks, he referred
to Louis Bantle, Bush-Quayle Connecticut

finance chairman; Bobby Holt, Bush-Quayle
national finance chairman; Brian Gaffney,
Bush-Quayle Connecticut cochairman; Betsy
Heminway, Bush-Quayle Connecticut co-
chairman, and her husband, Spike; Dick
Foley, chairman of the Connecticut Repub-
lican Party; and Bob Macauley, Leon Hirsh,
and Jack Neafsey, event cochairmen.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting Proposed Legislation
on New Mexico Public Lands Wilderness Designation

May 22, 1992

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am pleased to submit for congressional
consideration and passage the “New Mexico
Public Lands Wilderness Act”.

The Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (FLPMA), (43 U.S.C.
1701, et seq.), directs the Secretary of the
Interior to review the wilderness potential
of the public lands.

The review of the areas identified in New
Mexico began immediately after the enact-
ment of FLPMA and has now been com-
pleted. Approximately 908,000 acres of pub-
lic lands in 50 areas in New Mexico met
the minimum wilderness criteria and were
designated as wilderness study areas
(WSAs). These WSAs were studied and ana-
lyzed during the review process and the re-
sults documented in six environmental im-
pact statements and one instant study area
report.

Based on the studies and reviews of the
WSAs, the Secretary of the Interior rec-
ommends that all or part of 23 of the WSAs,
totaling 487,186 acres of public lands, be
designated as part of the National Wilder-
ness Preservation System. From these 23
WSAs, the Secretary proposes to designate
22 wilderness areas by consolidating two
WSAs into one wilderness area.

I concur with the Secretary of the Interi-
or’s recommendations and am pleased to
recommend designation of the 22 areas (to-
taling 487,186 acres) identified in the en-
closed draft legislation as additions to the
National Wilderness Preservation System.

The proposed additions represent the di-

versity of wilderness values in the State of
New Mexico. These range from the rel-
atively undisturbed and expansive stretch of
the Chihuahuan Desert in the West Potrillo
Mountains, to the canyons of the Gila and
Chama Rivers, to the rocky peaks of the
Organ Mountains, Big Hatchet Mountains,
and the Sierra Ladrones. These areas span
a wide variety of New Mexico landforms,
ecosystems, and other natural systems and
features. Their inclusion in the wilderness
system will improve the geographic distribu-
tion of wilderness areas in New Mexico, and
will complement existing areas of congres-
sionally designated wilderness. They will
provide new and outstanding opportunities
for solitude and unconfined recreation.

The enclosed draft legislation provides
that designation as wilderness shall not con-
stitute a reservation of water or water rights
for wilderness purposes. This is consistent
with the fact that the Congress did not es-
tablish a Federal reserved water right for
wilderness purposes. The Administration
has established the policy that, where it is
necessary to obtain water rights for wilder-
ness purposes in a specific wilderness area,
water rights would be sought from the State
by filing under State water laws. Further-
more, it is the policy of the Administration
that the designation of wilderness areas
should not interfere with the use of water
rights, State water administration, or the use
of a State’s interstate water allocation.
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The draft legislation also provides for ac-
cess to wilderness areas by Indian people
for traditional cultural and religious pur-
poses. Access by the general public may be
limited in order to protect the privacy of
religious cultural activities taking place in
specific wilderness areas. In addition, to the
fullest extent practicable, the Department
of the Interior will coordinate with the De-
partment of Defense to minimize the im-
pact of any overflights during these religious
cultural activities.

I further concur with the Secretary of the
Interior that all or part of 39 of the WSAs
encompassing 420,400 acres are not suitable
for preservation as wilderness and should

be released for multi-use management.

Also enclosed are a letter and report from
the Secretary of the Interior concerning the
WSAs discussed above and a section-by-sec-
tion analysis of the draft legislation. I urge
the Congress to act expeditiously and favor-
ably on the proposed legislation so that the
natural resources of these WSAs in New
Mexico may be protected and preserved.

Sincerely,

GEORGE BusH

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the
Senate.

White House Statement on Haitian Migrants

May 24, 1992

President Bush has issued an Executive
order which will permit the U.S. Coast
Guard to begin returning Haitians picked
up at sea directly to Haiti. This action fol-
lows a large surge in Haitian boat people
seeking to enter the United States and is
necessary to protect the lives of the Hai-
tians, whose boats are not equipped for the
600-mile sea journey.

The large number of Haitian migrants has
led to a dangerous and unmanageable situa-
tion. Both the temporary processing facility
at the U.S. Naval Base, Guantanamo and
the Coast Guard cutters on patrol are filled
to capacity. The President’s action will also
allow continued orderly processing of more
than 12,000 Haitians presently at Guanta-
namo.

Through broadcasts on the Voice of
America and public statements in the Hai-
tian media, we continue to urge Haitians
not to attempt the dangerous sea journey
to the United States. Last week alone, 18
Haitians perished when their vessel capsized
off the Cuban coast.

Under current circumstances, the safety
of Haitians is best assured by remaining in
their country. We urge any Haitians who
fear persecution to avail themselves of our
refugee processing service at our Embassy
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in Port-au-Prince. The Embassy has been
processing refugee claims since February.
We utilize this special procedure in only
four countries in the world. We are pre-
pared to increase the American Embassy
staff in Haiti for refugee processing if nec-
essary.

The United States Coast Guard has
picked up over 34,000 since the coup in
Haiti last September 30. Senior U.S. offi-
cials are seeking the assistance of other
countries and the United Nations to help
deal with the plight of Haitian boat people,
and we will continue our intensive efforts
to find alternative solutions to avoid further
tragedies on the high seas.

The President has also directed an inten-
sification of our ongoing humanitarian as-
sistance efforts in Haiti. Our current pro-
grams total $47 million and provide food
for over 600,000 Haitians and health care
services which reach nearly 2 million. We
hope other nations will also increase their
humanitarian assistance as called for in the
resolution on Haiti passed by the OAS for-
eign ministers on May 17.

Note: The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix E at the end of this volume.
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