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White House Statement on the Ratification of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
June 5, 1992

The President has signed the United
States instrument of ratification of the
International Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights. A United Nations treaty, the
Covenant articulates the principles inherent
in a democracy, including freedom of ex-
pression and peaceful assembly, equal pro-
tection under the law, and the right to lib-

erty and security.
By ratifying the Covenant, the United

States is underscoring its commitment to
these principles at home and abroad. We
hope that our ratification of the Covenant
will contribute to the fostering of democracy
and human rights throughout the world.

Message to the Congress on the National Emergency With Respect
to Yugoslavia
June 5, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:
On June 1, 1992, pursuant to section

204(b) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1703(b)), and
section 301 of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1631), I reported to the
Congress by letters to the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House, dated
May 30, 1992, that I had exercised my statu-
tory authority to issue Executive Order No.
12808 of May 30, 1992, that declared a na-
tional emergency and blocked ‘‘Yugoslav
Government’’ property and property of the
Governments of Serbia and Montenegro.

On May 30, 1992, the United Nations Se-
curity Council adopted Resolution No. 757
calling on member states to impose a com-
prehensive economic embargo against the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro). Today I have taken additional
steps to ensure that the economic measures
we are taking with respect to the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro) conform to United Nations Secu-
rity Council Resolution No. 757 of May 30,
1992.

Specifically, pursuant to the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50
U.S.C. 1701, et seq.), the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601, et seq.), sec-
tion 1114 of the Federal Aviation Act of
1958, as amended (49 U.S.C. App. 1514),

section 5 of the United Nations Participa-
tion Act of 1945, as amended (22 U.S.C.
287c), and section 301 of title 3 of the
United States Code, I have issued a second
Executive order, ‘‘Blocking Property of and
Prohibiting Transactions with the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro),’’ a copy of which is enclosed.

Among other things, the order that I have
issued on this day:

• prohibits exports and imports of goods
and services between the United States
and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro), and any ac-
tivity that promotes or is intended to
promote such exportation and importa-
tion;

• prohibits any dealing by a U.S. person
in connection with property originating
in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro) exported
from the Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia (Serbia and Montenegro) after
May 30, 1992, or intended for expor-
tation to any country, and related ac-
tivities;

• prohibits transactions related to trans-
portation to or from the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro), or the use of vessels or air-
craft registered in the Federal Repub-
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lic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montene-
gro), by U.S. persons or involving the
use of U.S.-registered vessels and air-
craft;

• prohibits the granting of permission to
any aircraft to take off from, land in,
or overfly the United States if that air-
craft is destined to land in or take off
from the territory of the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro);

• prohibits the performance by any U.S.
person of any contract in support of
certain categories of projects in the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro);

• continues to block all property of the
Government of the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro),
as well as assets of the former Govern-
ment of the Socialist Republic of Yugo-
slavia, located in the United States or

in the possession or control of U.S.
persons, including their foreign
branches; and

• clarifies the definition of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro).

Today’s order provides that the Secretary
of the Treasury, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, is authorized to take such
actions, including the promulgation of rules
and regulations, as may be necessary to
carry out the purposes of the order.

The declaration of the national emergency
made by Executive Order No. 12808 re-
mains in force and is unaffected by today’s
order.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
June 5, 1992.

Note: The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix E at the end of this volume.

Appointment of Laura M. Melillo as Special Assistant to the
President and Deputy Press Secretary
June 5, 1992

The President today announced the ap-
pointment of Laura M. Melillo as Special
Assistant to the President and Deputy Press
Secretary. She would succeed Gary Foster.

Since 1987, Ms. Melillo has served in var-
ious capacities at the White House in the
Office of the Press Secretary. She has
served as Staff Assistant, 1987–89; Assistant
Press Secretary and Television Coordinator,

May 1989 to present; and Director of the
Lower Press Office in overseeing the daily
operations of the Press Office, August 1989
to present.

Ms. Melillo graduated from Miami Uni-
versity in Oxford, OH (B.S., 1987). She was
born March 21, 1965, in Louisville, KY, and
resides in Alexandria, VA.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Space-Based Global
Change Observation
June 5, 1992

President Bush last week approved a Na-
tional Space Policy Directive establishing a
focused national effort to improve the
world’s ability to detect and document
changes in the Earth, especially the global
climate.

This policy directive, which was devel-
oped by the National Space Council chaired
by Vice President Quayle:

• Establishes a comprehensive, multi-
agency effort to collect, analyze, and
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