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welcome we had before a handful of char-
acters tried to disrupt it all. Each day you
serve, you are visible reminders that freedom
and democracy work. You’re laying a founda-
tion for cooperation between our nations that
will last for generations to come.

As I know, as we saw tragically just yester-
day, there are times when some of your
comrades are called upon to make the ulti-
mate sacrifice. I want you to know as Com-
mander in Chief that we honor the memory
of Corporal Hernandez here today, a vet-
eran of Desert Storm, and the memories
of all the proud, brave men and women
in uniform who gave their all in the service
of their country. The most fitting tribute
to their memory and to their sacrifice is
to complete the work they began. And
therefore, we will continue to help the Pan-
amanians build on their progress in
strengthening democracy and developing
their economic system so that future gen-
erations can share what you all have helped
start, this new beginning.

We’re going to work together to secure
a future of free trade, a link to economic
recovery, progress, and prosperity. Our
countries are going to work together to
bring an end to that dreadful narcotic traf-
ficking that are poisoning the kids in Pan-

ama and poisoning the kids in the United
States. We will not fail in crushing the
narco-traffickers.

And so to each and every one of you,
our profound thanks for your service. Once
again, to President Endara and his col-
leagues, my sincere thanks for the warmth
of the welcome and, much more important,
for what Panama is doing as now a newly
found proud member of the family of na-
tions, moving down the path to democracy
and freedom. It is a wonderful example.

Now we head off to the Environmental
Conference down there in Rio. And I look
forward to that because we’re taking down
there a sound, forward-looking message on
the measure of the environment. And I be-
lieve that we’re going to go just fine.

But thank you all for the service to the
greatest, freest country on the face of the
Earth, the United States of America. Thank
you very much.

Note: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. at
Albrook Air Force Base. In his remarks, he
referred to Gen. George Joulwan, com-
mander in chief, Southern Command, and
U.S. Army Cpl. Zak A. Hernandez, who was
killed June 10 by gunmen in Panama.

Statement on the Balanced Budget Amendment
June 11, 1992

Today’s vote in the House shows that we
are close to realizing a goal that the over-
whelming majority of Americans support,
adoption of a balanced budget constitutional
amendment. The Democratic leadership’s
proposal was soundly defeated, and our bi-
partisan amendment came within just nine
votes of getting the two-thirds needed to
pass.

A balanced budget amendment is abso-
lutely essential to the economic health of
America. We cannot continue to burden our
children and grandchildren with crippling
Federal deficits.

I thank the 280 Members of the House,
Republican and Democrat, who stood up
to the special interests and voted for Ameri-
ca’s future. To the 153 Members who voted
against balancing the Federal budget, I say
this: The will of the American people could
not be clearer. We must adopt a balanced
budget amendment.

We are within striking distance of winning
this fight. I will be discussing with key bi-
partisan supporters bringing the balanced
budget amendment up again as soon as pos-
sible and finding those few extra votes need-
ed to pass it.
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