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when we discussed this issue in detail with
the leaders of those countries, I personally
came to the conclusion that, actually, we
didn’t really need to talk about these issues;
it wasn’t really necessary because the quan-
tities are totally incommensurate.

Can you imagine 21,000 warheads, strate-
gic warheads, that our two countries have
in their possession and then take 100 that
some other country has, is it really worth
talking about? Is it worth arguing about?
Especially once we began discussing it, they
themselves come to the conclusion that the
atmosphere in the world, once it changes,
it will itself lead them to lower the level
of the strategic armaments. Their own peo-
ples will demand it. In France they have
5 submarines and we have hundreds; so
how can we compare them?

President Bush. Let me just reiterate the
policy of the United States. We do not ne-
gotiate somebody else’s armaments; we talk
about the United States. So I’m not going
to go into that at all. Our policy is well-
known, and I think that the President put
this in very proper perspective here. We’re
dealing with something enormous in work-
ing down our own arsenals. We’ve got our
plate pretty full there. But it is not for the

President of the United States to start talk-
ing about the French or British deterrent,
and that’s not my role.

Thank you all very much. We’re out of
here.

Note: The President’s 132d news conference
began at 4:47 p.m. in the East Room at
the White House. During the news con-
ference, the following persons were referred
to: Gen. Dmitri Volkogonov, senior adviser
to President Yeltsin, and Yegor Gaydar,
First Deputy Prime Minister of Russia.
President Yeltsin spoke in Russian, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.
The news conference followed a ceremony
in which President Bush and President
Yeltsin signed the Washington Charter for
American-Russian Partnership and Friend-
ship; Joint United States-Russian Statement
on a Global Protection System; the Bilateral
Investment Treaty; the Treaty for the Avoid-
ance of Double Taxation; Joint Understand-
ing on reductions in strategic offensive arms;
Space Cooperation Agreement; and the
Agreement on the Destruction and Safe-
guarding of Weapons and the Prevention of
Weapons Proliferation.

Joint Understanding on Reductions in Strategic Offensive Arms
June 17, 1992

The President of the United States of
America and the President of the Russian
Federation have agreed to substantial fur-
ther reductions in strategic offensive arms.
Specifically, the two sides have agreed upon
and will promptly conclude a Treaty with
the following provisions:

1. Within the seven-year period following
entry into force of the START Treaty, they
will reduce their strategic forces to no more
than:

(a) an overall total number of warheads
for each between 3800 and 4250 (as each
nation shall determine) or such lower num-
ber as each nation shall decide.

(b) 1200 MIRVed ICBM warheads.
(c) 650 heavy ICBM warheads.

(d) 2160 SLBM warheads.
2. By the year 2003 (or by the end of

the year 2000 if the United States can con-
tribute to the financing of the destruction
or elimination of strategic offensive arms in
Russia), they will:

(a) reduce the overall total to no more
than a number of warheads for each be-
tween 3000 and 3500 (as each nation shall
determine) or such lower number as each
nation shall decide.

(b) eliminate all MIRVed ICBMs.
(c) reduce SLBM warheads to between

no more than 1700 to 1750 (as each nation
shall determine).

3. For the purpose of calculating the over-
all totals described above:
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(a) The number of warheads counted for
heavy bombers with nuclear roles will be
the number of nuclear weapons they are
actually equipped to carry.

(b) Under agreed procedures, heavy
bombers not to exceed 100 that were never
equipped for long-range nuclear ALCMs
and that are reoriented to conventional roles
will not count against the overall total estab-
lished by this agreement.

(i) Such heavy bombers will be based sep-
arately from heavy bombers with nu-
clear roles.

(ii) No nuclear weapons will be located
at bases for heavy bombers with con-
ventional roles.

(iii) Such aircraft and crews will not train
or exercise for nuclear missions.

(iv) Current inspection procedures al-
ready agreed in the START Treaty will
help affirm that these bombers have
conventional roles. No new verification
procedures are required.

(v) Except as otherwise agreed, these
bombers will remain subject to the pro-
visions of the START Treaty, including
the inspection provisions.

4. The reductions required by this agree-
ment will be carried out by eliminating mis-

sile launchers and heavy bombers using
START procedures, and, in accordance with
the plans of the two sides, by reducing the
number of warheads on existing ballistic
missiles other than the SS–18. Except as
otherwise agreed, ballistic missile warheads
will be calculated according to START
counting rules.

5. The two Presidents directed that this
agreement be promptly recorded in a brief
Treaty document which they will sign and
submit for ratification in their respective
countries. Because this new agreement is
separate from but builds upon the START
Treaty, they continue to urge that the
START Treaty be ratified and implemented
as soon as possible.

DONE at Washington, this seventeenth
day of June, 1992, in two copies, each in
the English and Russian languages, both
texts being equally authentic.

FOR THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

GEORGE BUSH

FOR THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

BORIS YELTSIN

Joint United States-Russian Statement on a Global Protection
System
June 17, 1992

The Presidents continued their discussion
of the potential benefits of a Global Protec-
tion System (GPS) against ballistic missiles,
agreeing that it is important to explore the
role for defenses in protecting against lim-
ited ballistic missile attacks. The two Presi-
dents agreed that their two nations should
work together with allies and other inter-
ested states in developing a concept for
such a system as part of an overall strategy
regarding the proliferation of ballistic mis-
siles and weapons of mass destruction. Such
cooperation would be a tangible expression
of the new relationship that exists between
Russia and the United States and would in-
volve them in an important undertaking

with other nations of the world community.
The two Presidents agreed it is necessary

to start work without delay to develop the
concept of the GPS. For this purpose they
agreed to establish a high-level group to ex-
plore on a priority basis the following prac-
tical steps:

—The potential for sharing of early warn-
ing information through the establish-
ment of an early warning center.

—The potential for cooperation with par-
ticipating states in developing ballistic
missile defense capabilities and tech-
nologies.

—The development of a legal basis for
cooperation, including new treaties and
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