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Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by President Boris Yeltsin of Russia
June 17, 1992

Mr. President, thank you for those very
kind words. After what you did on Capitol
Hill today, after that sensational speech—
it brought the Members of Congress to
their feet over and over again—there is ab-
solutely no point in my giving a speech to-
night. [Laughter]

What we Americans saw was a true demo-
crat who understood the heartbeat of the
American people. It came through over and
over again, your sensitivity on the prisoners,
for example, and many other ways.

I had a note from a very senior person
in the communications business; I will give
him or her plenty of cover by that defini-
tion. And that note said that in all the time
that that person had been in Washington,
and it’s many, many years, there has never
been a greater day for mankind than yester-
day.

Some of it was clearly the historic agree-
ment on arms control, arms reduction.
Some of it was perhaps the agreements that
we were to sign today. But I think much
more of it was because that person saw a
true democrat, a person committed to de-

mocracy and freedom, leading the great
country of Russia. We could identify with
that, as I say, and we salute you, sir. We
know the problems at home are extraor-
dinarily difficult, but I think you leave with
all of us feeling that you’re going to make
it. Somehow, you and this wonderful group
of young leaders you’ve brought with you
here to Washington are going to make it.

Let me simply say in conclusion, we want
to be at your side. We want to be at your
side as you complete the democratic experi-
ment and as you move your great country
forward.

And so, may I propose a toast to Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin and to his wonderful
wife, to his team that taught us all a great
deal about what commitment means, and
to the friendship between Russia and the
United States of America that has never,
ever been stronger. May God bless your
country, and may God bless the United
States of America, too.

Note: The President spoke at 8:05 p.m. at
the Russian Embassy.

Remarks at a Ceremony Honoring Presidential Scholars
June 18, 1992

Please be seated, all of you. I know you’ve
been waiting out here for a while. But let
me first thank Governor Engler, one of the
great Governors of our country out there
in the State of Michigan, for his leadership,
not simply for his being willing to lead in
this field, Presidential scholars, but for what
he’s doing for our country. I’m also de-
lighted to be with Lamar Alexander. He is
literally trying to revolutionize the edu-
cational processes in this country. And we
owe him a vote of gratitude, too—both of
them.

When we were standing on that balcony
a minute ago—I’m just sorry all of you
weren’t here then—with Boris Yeltsin, I

told him, but I want to just say again here
today, that we are welcoming to the White
House in this ceremony the best and the
brightest of American students. We meet
on the 28th anniversary of the highest scho-
lastic award that a President can bestow,
the Presidential Scholarship Program.

Earlier I was talking to Barbara about
this, and she noted that if your scholastic
brilliance continues into your career work,
maybe you won’t end up like I have, where
your dog makes more money than you do
as an author. [Laughter]

I’ve got to confess that things have
changed since I was a student. Nowadays
with computers, bringing an apple to the
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