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University (Ph.D., 1980). He was born July
18, 1944, in Baltimore, MD. He is married

and has two children.

Nomination of Patricia Diaz Dennis To Be an Assistant Secretary of
State
June 19, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Patricia Diaz Dennis, of
Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary of State
for Human Rights and Humanitarian Af-
fairs. She would succeed Richard Schifter.

Since 1991 Ms. Dennis has served as vice
president for Government affairs for Sprint
in Washington, DC. She has served as part-
ner and chair of the communications section
of the law firm of Jones, Day, Reavis &
Pogue, 1989–91. From 1986 to 1989, she
served as Commissioner of the Federal
Communications Commission. She also

served on the National Labor Relations
Board from 1983 to 1986. Prior to that ap-
pointment Ms. Dennis served as an attorney
with the American Broadcasting Company
in Hollywood, CA, 1978–83.

Ms. Dennis graduated from the Univer-
sity of California in Los Angeles (A.B.,
1970) and Loyola University of Los Angeles
School of Law (J.D., 1973). She was born
October 2, 1946, in Santa Rita, NM. Ms.
Dennis is married, has three children, and
resides in McLean, VA.

Appointment of Edward J. Melanson, Jr., for the Personal Rank of
Ambassador While Serving as Chief Negotiator for Defense and
Space
June 19, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to appoint Edward J. Melanson, Jr., of
Virginia, to be accorded the personal rank
of Ambassador in his capacity as Chief Ne-
gotiator for Defense and Space.

Since 1991 Mr. Melanson has served as
Deputy Negotiator for Defense and Space
for the U.S. Delegation to the Nuclear and
Space Arms Negotiations in Geneva, Swit-
zerland. From 1989 to 1991, he served as
Assistant for National Security in the Office
of Presidential Personnel at the White
House. Mr. Melanson served as senior de-
fense adviser for the United States Delega-
tion for the Nuclear and Space Arms Nego-
tiations with the Soviet Union in Geneva,

1985–88. He served at the Department of
Defense as Assistant for International Space
Policy, 1982–85; Assistant for International
Intelligence Policy, 1979–82; Defense Rep-
resentative to the U.S.–U.S.S.R. Anti-Sat-
ellite Negotiations, 1978–79; and Assistant
for International Negotiations Policy, 1975–
78.

Mr. Melanson graduated from Tufts Uni-
versity (B.A., 1967) and George Washington
University (M.S., 1972). He served in the
U.S. Navy, 1957–88. He was born Decem-
ber 14, 1935, in Stoneham, MA. Mr.
Melanson is married, has two children, and
resides in Springfield, VA.
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