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question to Ed to answer as to whether
these Shiites are pro-Iran. They’re Iraqi,
and we do not want to see the partition
of Iraq.

Yes, John [John Mashek, Boston Globe].
This is the last question.

Presidential Campaign
Q. Mr. President, since the convention,

another development is that the Democrats
are saying that you’ve replaced patriotism
of 1988 with love of God and family values
in ’92. Are those code words this year?

The President. Well, I was very pleased
with something. I noticed that Governor
Clinton was proclaiming there at the Amer-
ican Legion his pride in the fact that they
had passed in Arkansas an anti-flag-burning
resolution. That was in the litany of things
he talked to the American Legion about.
I think that’s very good. So I don’t think
that one side is more patriotic than the
other.

I’m going to continue to talk about the
values that I think are very, very important.
But I don’t think we can say one—what
was the rest of your question?

Q. Well, that both the love of God and
family values are code words, that the
Democrats aren’t as strong as the Repub-

licans on those two issues.
The President. Well, I think we’ll just say

what we’re for and let them reply as to
what they’re for. I noticed a rather vigorous
response. I didn’t hear—the press didn’t
ask me about it, but when Governor Cuomo
equated us with Nazis, front page of one
of the New York papers 2 days ago, it was—
you know, we’re in a funny year when peo-
ple can say those things. So they’ve got
their hot shooters out there; we’ve got
some. What I’m trying to do is spell out
what I think is fundamental. We’re not
going to stop talking about family values.
If they want to talk about that, that’s fine.

Q. Is Chief of Staff Baker prepared now
to agree to three Presidential debates with
Governor Clinton?

The President. I suggest, John, that you
address that to—I was going to see whether
to punt that ball into Baker’s end zone—
[laughter]—but I think the answer to your
question, though, is no. But we’ll see. We’ll
see. We haven’t discussed it.

Note: The President spoke at 10:48 a.m. in
the Briefing Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Edward P.
Djerejian, Assistant Secretary of State for
Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs.

Statement on Signing Legislation Extending Terms of Members of
the United States Sentencing Commission
August 26, 1992

Today I am signing into law S. 1963,
which permits Members of the United
States Sentencing Commission whose terms
have expired to continue to serve until ei-
ther a successor takes office or the next
session of the Congress ends.

The legislation does not specify whether
it would apply to the current Members of
the Commission. Were the Act read to
apply to the current Members, it would ap-
pear to violate the Appointments Clause
of the Constitution by, in effect, permitting
the Members to extend the terms of the
office to which they were appointed by the
President and confirmed by the Senate. Ac-

cordingly, I sign this legislation based on
my understanding that it applies only to
appointments made after the date of enact-
ment of the Act, so as not to infringe on
my constitutional appointment authority.
This is in keeping with the well-settled obli-
gation to construe ambiguous statutory pro-
visions to avoid constitutional questions.

I note that this interpretation of the Act
is supported by the fact that the Senate
deleted from the Act a provision that would
have expressly applied it to current Mem-
bers of the Commission.

GEORGE BUSH
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Note: S. 1963, approved August 26, was as-
signed Public Law No. 102–349.

Statement on Signing the Marsh-Billings National Historical Park
Establishment Act
August 26, 1992

Today I am pleased to sign into law S.
2079, the ‘‘Marsh-Billings National Histori-
cal Park Establishment Act.’’

S. 2079 will establish the Marsh-Billings
National Historical Park in Vermont with
the purpose of interpreting the history of
conservation. This site includes the boyhood
home of George Perkins Marsh. In 1864
Marsh published the first book on conserva-
tion, called Man and Nature. He warned
that not providing for the proper protection
of forest cover would lead to the pollution
of streams and rivers, the loss of soil, wild-
life, and plants, and the ability to farm the
land.

The Marsh home was later purchased by
Frederick Billings, an attorney and railroad
magnate who began a scientific farm on
this site, and reforested the land. It has
been owned for the last 60 years by
Laurance and Mary Rockefeller.

This National Historical Park will include
the mansion and 550 acres of hillside that
were replanted by Frederick Billings. The
legislation will also provide for cooperation
with the historic Frederick Billings Farm
and Museum, and allow the National Park
Service to interpret for the public the begin-
nings and the evolution of the conservation
movement.

Conservation principles, first articulated
by Marsh and practiced by Billings, have
also been primary themes of my Adminis-
tration. Just as Frederick Billings replanted
trees over a century ago on the 550 acres
of hillside, my Administration has set a goal
to plant one billion trees per year across

America.
Since 1989, I have proposed an America

the Beautiful initiative which has doubled
funding for national parks, forests, wildlife
refuges, and other public lands, and tripled
funding to States for outdoor recreation.
Nearly 20 national park units and 60 wildlife
refuges have either been created or signifi-
cantly expanded. In total, over 1.5 million
acres have been made available for the use
and enjoyment of present and future gen-
erations.

The Nation owes a debt of gratitude to
Laurance and Mary Rockefeller, who are
donating their home as the first national
park in Vermont. I salute the Rockefeller
family’s long-standing support for the pro-
tection of America’s natural and cultural
wonders and their close relationship with
the National Park System. They have pro-
vided substantial support to the Virgin Is-
lands National Park and Grand Teton Na-
tional Park in Wyoming. All Americans will
benefit from their generosity.

I welcome the Marsh-Billings National
Historical Park as the next worthy addition
to the National Park System.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
August 26, 1992.

Note: S. 2079, approved August 26, was as-
signed Public Law No. 102–350.
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