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entists, designed by American engineers,
crafted by the best workers in the world,
the American working men and women.
They were guided and operated by the
young men and women of our volunteer
Armed Forces, the very generation that will
lead America into the next century.

My message is simple: No nation can de-
feat us when we set our minds to a task.
Now we’ve got to turn those same energies
and genius to the challenge at home, to
secure our economic base, to ensure that
the high-wage, high-tech jobs of the future
are made in America. The country that
dropped missiles down smokestacks, that
created a technological miracle like the F–
16 can and will create the products the
world needs in the new era of economic
competition. The country that produced the
most disciplined and high-skilled fighting
force in history can and will find a way
to utilize the talents of all of our young
people.

America’s role as a military superpower
was not preordained. It took the ingenuity
of our workers, the creativity of our sci-
entists, and the experience of our business
leaders. Now we must maintain our lead
as the world’s economic superpower and
export superpower. And it will require the
same magical combination of ingenuity and
creativity and experienced leadership, the
same magical combination that you’ve cre-
ated right here at General Dynamics.

Let me make one final point, one final

point. Though the world is a much more
peaceful place today, I will continue to fight
for a strong defense budget. We cannot take
a chance. We cannot take a chance.

Some are already proposing defense cuts
far beyond the levels that our military ex-
perts feel are reasonable. I’ve had sound
budget levels recommended to me by Colin
Powell, by all the Joint Chiefs of Staff, by
the Secretary of Defense. And now some
in this political year want to slash defense
budgets, slash the muscle of our defense.
I do not want to see us go back to the
days of the hollow Army or the return of
an Air Force less strong than our needs
require. And not only would some of the
cuts proposed in this election year cut into
the real muscle of our defense, they would
needlessly throw defense workers out of
work. And I will not have that.

Thank you very, very much for this wel-
come. And let me say it is a great pleasure
to be able to support this sale. It is a great
pleasure to come here and to salute you,
the finest workers in the world. Thank you
all. And may God bless our great country.
Thank you very much. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 5:11 p.m. at
the General Dynamics facility at Carswell
Air Force Base. In his remarks, he referred
to William A. Anders, chief executive officer,
and James R. Mellor, president, General Dy-
namics; and Jose Canseco, Texas Rangers
baseball player.

Appointment of Frederick H. Grubbe as Deputy Director of the
Office of Consumer Affairs
September 2, 1992

The President today appointed Frederick
H. Grubbe to be Deputy Director of the
Office of Consumer Affairs at the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services. He
would succeed Clayton S. Fong.

Since 1989, Mr. Grubbe has served at
the Department of Transportation in posi-
tions including: Deputy Administrator of
the National Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration, 1991 to the present, and Special
Assistant to the Secretary for Personnel and

Organization Management, and White
House liaison, 1989–91. From 1988 to 1989,
he served in the Office of the President-
elect, in the Office of Presidential Person-
nel.

Mr. Grubbe graduated from Northern Il-
linois University (B.A., 1984). He was born
May 14, 1961, in Oak Park, IL. Mr. Grubbe
is married and currently resides in Alexan-
dria, VA.
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