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distinction. And particularly to our friends
from the Senate who are here today, I want
to tell you how deeply Barbara and I feel
about that loss. I know I speak for every-
body here on both sides, the House and
the Senate, both sides of the aisle, about
the loss of this great Senator.

On to the business at hand. This morning
I’m submitting to the Congress emergency
supplemental requests to cover the cost of
cleaning up the consequences of the dev-
astating hurricane that hit both Florida and
Louisiana. There’s been a tremendous co-
operative effort, many around this table par-
ticipating to the fullest, private citizens, vol-
unteers, government officials at all levels,
to help people who have been so devastated
by this storm. And I think it has been a
truly bipartisan, put it this way, nonpartisan
effort. It’s worked very well, I think.

Today we’re asking the Congress to join
the effort officially on the Hill. We’re asking
for over $7.6 billion in budgetary resources
to pay for everything from temporary shel-
ter to guaranteed loans for new homes. It’s
a large financial burden, but the personal
and human need is even more staggering.
And our country must be able to answer
the cries for help from those people who
have lost so much and yet, I feel, remain
so strong. So I’m asking that the Congress
move promptly on this legislation with—
I’m asking that it not become entangled
in other issues. So I would welcome the
support of everybody here. We’re with you,
the Senators and House Members from the
affected area. I think we can get this done.
Thank you all.

Q. Mr. President, is it your impression
the Congress will go along with this re-
quest?

The President. Well, one of the things
we’re going to talk to these leaders about
is just exactly that and see what we can
do. But I know the Governors of both
States, Governor Chiles, Governor Edwin
Edwards, are prepared to pitch in. And it
is my feeling that the country is together
on this one. It’s hard——

Q. Does this break the budget?
The President. Some of it unquestionably

will be over the budget, not all of it. And
I’m going to ask Dick Darman to explain
this to the Members here in a minute.

Q. Is this the gridlocked Congress you’re
asking?

The President. Not on this issue. I don’t
think there’s any gridlock at all, Helen
[Helen Thomas, United Press Inter-
national]. I think the country is together.
I think the Members of Congress have been
superb. I have spoken out publicly in grati-
tude for the support of both Governor
Chiles and Governor Edwards. So nice try,
but not on this issue. We’ll go to general
quarters on other issues, not this one. We’re
together on this.

Q. Will anything be accomplished, Mr.
President, in this election year session of
Congress?

The President. This one’s going to get
accomplished. We’ve got to get this done
for the people, and I’m confident that it
will.

Q. Anything else?
The President. Well, I’ll get a little advice

on that from some around the table here.
Thank you all.

Note: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House prior
to a meeting with congressional leaders.

White House Statement on Proposed Disaster Relief Legislation
September 8, 1992

Today the President submitted to the
Congress emergency supplemental requests
to cover the incremental costs arising from
the consequences of Hurricane Andrew and
Typhoon Omar. The requests are for the
Federal Emergency Management Agency

(FEMA), the Small Business Administration
(SBA), and most of the Cabinet Depart-
ments. The requested funds represent a
Federal financial response to address the
effects of Hurricane Andrew and Typhoon
Omar of over $7.6 billion in budgetary re-
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sources.
The requests for emergency and related

supplemental appropriations for FY 1992
total $2,911.6 million in budget authority
and would support additional loan activity
of over $3 billion. These funds will be used
for a comprehensive range of disaster-relat-
ed activities including direct assistance to
individuals, infrastructure repair, human
services, and law enforcement. The addi-
tional availability of loans will assist in build-
ing and rebuilding homes, facilitate eco-
nomic recovery through small business
loans, and help farmers who have suffered
the loss of structures and crops.

In addition to direct emergency and relat-
ed appropriations, contingent funds of $143
million for FEMA and $75 million in budg-
et authority for SBA (which would support
an additional $350 million of new loans)
are requested to replenish the depleted
contingency funds of these Agencies. Estab-
lishment of a disaster-related contingency
fund within Funds Appropriated to the
President is also requested for $350 million
in unanticipated disaster-related needs.
These contingent appropriations would be-
come available upon the President’s trans-
mittal of subsequent budget requests to the
Congress designating each such request as
an emergency requirement.

In addition to these emergency funding

requirements, $983.9 million in non-
emergency funding is requested for the De-
partment of Defense. Of this amount,
$205.6 million will be used for replacement
of facilities and equipment, cleanup activi-
ties, and military personnel support costs
stemming from Typhoon Omar in Guam;
$297.7 million will be used for similar costs
stemming from Hurricane Andrew; and
$480.6 million will be used to rebuild the
facilities destroyed at Homestead Air Force
Base.

The President requested that the legisla-
tion in which these funds are provided be
kept free of extraneous matters ‘‘in order
that there may be a minimum of delay in
providing necessary funds to the disaster
areas.’’

The President has designated all of the
requests, other than the three contingency
requests and the request for appropriations
to the Department of Defense, as emer-
gency requirements pursuant to the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985, as amended.

The details of these requests are de-
scribed in an attachment.

Note: Detailed descriptions of Agencies’ spe-
cific programs and budget requests were at-
tached to the statement.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at the B’nai B’rith
International Convention
September 8, 1992

The President. Thank you, Senator. Thank
you all very much. Please be seated, and
thank you. Let me just say what a joy it
is to have been introduced by Rudy Bosch-
witz. The Senate still misses him. He is
my friend, and so you can discount some
of those kind words. But I’ll tell you it was
awfully thoughtful of you, Kent and others,
to ask Rudy to present me here to this
most prestigious order, this group. And
thank you for the kind introduction. And
Kent, thank you, sir, for what I understand
is an extraordinarily successful meeting get-
ting underway. May I salute Ambassador

Shoval, with whom we are working very
closely, Israel’s Ambassador here in the
United States. And of course, the B’nai
B’rith leadership who graciously met me
when I came here. And to everyone else,
it’s an honor to be with you today.

Let me express at the outset another per-
sonal observation. I was just talking to my
good friend George Klein, and others about
this, but I want to express my concerns
for a good friend of everybody in this room,
and that is Max Fisher, who was to be with
us today, regrettably is in the hospital. I
talked to him, and I’m sure he’ll be just
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