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So I think there will be debates, and I’ve
already indicated I think the format was
very fair, the way we’ve been doing it in
the past. But as I said on Brokaw’s, you
get some intellectuals out there and the
Harvard schools, and they all want you to
have 25 debates. And I don’t think it’s that
big a deal, but I’ll take my case to the
American people any way I can, including
debates.

Governor Engler. Well, the last question,
Mr. President. Next time in Detroit could
we have breakfast, my treat? My name is
Patrick Campbell from Edward Township.
[Laughter] He addresses that to you and
Mrs. Bush.

The President. Well, Patrick, it’s tough
times. I’ll be glad to accept your offer.
[Laughter]

Governor Engler. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. Thank you all very, very
much. Thank you. A great pleasure to be
with you.

Note: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in Cobo
Hall. In his remarks, he referred to Charles
T. Fisher III, chairman, and Gerald E. War-
ren, president, Economic Club of Detroit.
He also referred to the corporate average
fuel economy (CAFE) standards for auto-
mobiles.

Remarks at Missouri Southern State College in Joplin, Missouri
September 11, 1992

The President. Thank you so very much.
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. Thank you all so much.

What a welcome. What a great welcome
to Southwest Missouri. Thank you all.

First let me salute your—our—great Gov-
ernor, John Ashcroft. You are lucky to have
this man, and what a job he’s done for
this State. Thank you, John, for that intro-
duction. May I salute another great citizen
of Missouri who is working in Washington.
If we had more like him, we wouldn’t have
to clean House. I’m talking about Kit Bond.
Send him back. He’s doing a superb job
there. And of course, another one, your own
Mel Hancock with whom I worked on so
many issues, delighted he’s here. Then our
next Governor, the Attorney General now,
you know who I’m talking about, Bill Web-
ster, GOP candidate for Governor. May I
salute Mayor Johnson, and our host, Dr.
Leon.

I spend my days in the Oval Office in
Washington. Let me just say it’s great to
be in the Oval at Missouri Southern State.
I think Millie would like it out here in this
Oval, I’ll tell you.

Four years ago when I spoke on this cam-
pus, our country, our cities, our towns were
marked by thumbtacks on a war map inside

the Kremlin walls. Today, I stand before
you and say something that no President
has ever been able to say before: The cold
war is over. Freedom finished first.

I think young people understand that re-
ducing the fear of nuclear weapons is some-
thing that is very, very important. Peace
is precious but precarious. We must know
its risks to reap its rewards. For America
to be safe and strong, we must win the
defining challenge of the 1990’s. We must
win the economic competition. We must
be a military superpower, an export super-
power, and an economic superpower. This
must be our goal.

Our goal: a $10 trillion economy by the
beginning of the next century. The opposi-
tion will tell you we can’t cut it. I say any
way you cut it, America can get the job
done. We are not pessimists. We are opti-
mists about this greatest country in the
world.

Yesterday I released my Agenda for
American Renewal. This is my agenda for
action. America’s a place where ordinary
people can do extraordinary things if only
they’re set free. Here are my keys to unlock
the door.

The first unlocks foreign markets. It’s
called challenging the world. I want to
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complete the global trade negotiations and
get congressional approval of the North
American free trade agreement. Trade with
Mexico and Canada already brings $2 billion
into this State each year. Our agreement
would turn the entire continent into a gi-
gantic free trade zone, a $6 trillion market
from Manitoba to Mexico City, and create
over 300,000 jobs for American workers.

So do not let the other side try to scare
you into thinking we’re not up to the job.
I believe that when trade is free and fair,
American workers can beat the competition
fair and square, anywhere. I’m certain of
it.

When it comes to exports, I say this con-
tinent is not big enough alone for the Amer-
ican worker. I want a free trade agreement
with Chile, Poland, and with Hungary. We
will have these agreements, and we will lead
the world to a new era of commerce. And
we will do it by the end of my second
term, the end of the next 4 years.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. You know, I’d hoped to
come here and not talk about my opponent,
but I’ve got to mention this. [Laughter] I
just have to. He used to support the free
trade. First he was for the Mexican free
trade agreement. Then he wasn’t quite so
sure. And now he says, ‘‘I’m reviewing it
carefully, and when I have a definitive opin-
ion I will say so.’’ Now, are there any history
students in the audience? You may recall
that Walter Lippmann said leadership
means guarding, quote, ‘‘a nation’s ideals.’’
The Roman historian Tacitus defined lead-
ership as, quote, ‘‘reason and judgment.’’
But you know, I studied a little history,
and I don’t recall ever hearing leadership
defined as ‘‘Please leave a message, and
we’ll get back to you later.’’

It doesn’t work that way in the real world.
There’s no ‘‘call-waiting’’ on the phone in
the Oval Office. [Laughter] When you’re
President, when you’re Commander in
Chief, you have to make decisions, and you
have to make decisions whether they’re
popular or not. And I stand with free trade
agreements because they are good for
American jobs and American workers.

The second key is preparing our children.
Developed economies demand developing

minds. Our schools must prepare our kids
to compete on a world scale. We must raise
standards. We must demand accountability.
And we must give parents the right to
choose their kids’ schools. My ‘‘GI bill’’ for
kids would give scholarships to your young-
er brothers and sisters, your children
maybe, so that kids can go to the school
that their parents choose. Now, both Clin-
ton and I, Governor Clinton and I, want
to change the schools. He wants to change
them a little. I want to change them a lot.
My opponent says he’s for a variety of
school choice. His variety: public, public,
public. I disagree. Whether it’s a public
school, a private school, or a religious
school, I believe parents, not Government,
should choose their children’s schools.

The third key must unlock the future:
We must sharpen businesses’ competitive
edge. My opponent wants to do for Amer-
ican business what he’s done for Arkansas
businesses. But if you ask the entrepreneurs
of Arkansas, they’ll tell you there’s been
little hope in Little Rock. Private dollars
build more businesses. Public dollars build
more bureaucracies. Which do you think
will help our economy?

I believe that we must cut the regulations
that turn redtape into pink slips. And we’ve
got to put a restraining order out on our
legal system. This country is suing itself
silly. But the cost to our competitiveness
is no laughing matter. Just yesterday, just
yesterday on the Senate floor we had a
chance to change our product liability sys-
tem and put an end to these crazy lawsuits
that are costing America jobs. But the lib-
eral Democrat leadership heard from their
friends, the trial lawyers, and twisted a few
arms. When they were finished, they
wouldn’t even let the issue come up to a
vote in spite of the majority wanting to do
something about these lawsuits.

Now, ask yourself, which candidate for
President will fight against the special inter-
ests, the trial lawyers? When it comes to
taking on the trial lawyers, my opponent’s
over in the other corner, sponging their
brow. I want to step into the ring for an-
other round and strike a blow against frivo-
lous lawsuits.

The fourth key is promoting economic se-
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curity. That means job training to ease our
workers into the new economy. It means
health care reform, proposals that I’ve intro-
duced to cut almost $400 billion of health
care costs over the next 5 years so that
you and your neighbors can afford it. And
I will bring insurance to the poorest of the
poor. Everybody should have a shot at in-
surance, and that’s what our plan does.

Governor Clinton’s ideas could end up
turning 13 percent of our gross national
product over to the Government. I don’t
like the idea of Uncle Sam, M.D. I don’t
believe that’s the right prescription for
America.

And the fifth key, and it’s one I know
young people are concerned about, is leav-
ing no one behind. My approach to welfare
is not how much we hand out but how
many we help up. The policies of the past
put a roof over people’s heads, but they
forgot to build the door. We must build
that door with housing vouchers, enterprise
zones, and workfare reforms. You see, I
believe that our policies won’t work unless
people do, too. Workfare, not welfare.

The final key is what I call ‘‘rightsizing’’
Government. Today the Federal Govern-
ment spends almost a quarter of every dol-
lar of the Nation’s income. Apparently my
opponent thinks we’re getting off cheap.
He’s proposed already $150 billion in new
taxes and at least $220 billion in brand new
spending, and that’s batteries and spare
parts not included. He’s promising a rain-
bow, but first you’ve got to hand over the
pot of gold.

Recently the people of Missouri voted
down a tax increase and sent a message
that should echo from coast to coast: Gov-
ernment’s not taxing too little; it is spending
too much. So send that same Missouri mes-
sage to Washington when you vote this No-
vember.

The agenda that I published yesterday
contains specific proposals to cut the fat:
caps on the growth in mandatory spending,
a freeze on domestic spending, a balanced
budget amendment, a line-item veto. Your
Governor, your able Governor, Governor
Ashcroft, has a line-item veto, and he’s used
it almost for a quarter of a billion dollars,
to keep that in your pockets. Imagine what
a President could do with the same power.

I’ve also proposed a check-off box on tax
returns to allow you, the taxpayer, to ear-
mark 10 percent of your income tax to re-
duce the budget deficit. If Congress won’t
do it, let’s give the taxpayers their own pri-
vate veto pen.

I am committed in this campaign to pro-
viding serious answers to the questions
Americans are asking about our future. I’ve
diagnosed the problems and offered serious
solutions, not all of which are popular. And
I’m asking for a mandate to put my solutions
into action and get this country moving.

For now at least, my opponent has chosen
a different strategy. Rather than talk about
what he wants to do for America, he spends
his time belittling my ideas, playing on
fears. One example: I want to talk about
limiting the growth of spending to get the
deficit under control, an idea my opponent
says he agrees with. But instead of offering
serious ideas of his own, he simply says,
‘‘Watch out, senior citizens. Watch out, vet-
erans. Watch out, disabled Americans.’’ It
won’t work. This administration has
strengthened Social Security. We have
stood beside the Nation’s veterans. We
signed legislation that brought the disabled
into our economic mainstream. Do not let
this Governor try to scare you, America.

Governor Clinton is running a Freddie
Krueger candidacy. [Laughter] He’s more
interested in playing on people’s fears than
in dealing with this country’s real problems.
I don’t want to scare the American people.
I want to deal with our real problems. I
want to get America moving forward. I am
confident that I will win this election be-
cause I know America doesn’t scare easily.
We know the future holds its challenges,
but we’re not cowards; we’re not quitters.

Let me tell you a little story about a fellow
born not far from here, in Commerce.
Maybe you know him. Mickey Mantle
played in the minors right here in Joplin
before he went up to the Yankees. His dad
was a coal miner, Mutt Mantle, and he
worked all his life in the mines so that Mick-
ey wouldn’t have to. Then one day Mutt
got a long-distance call from his son. The
Yankees were sending Mantle back to Jop-
lin. Mickey said, ‘‘Dad, I can’t play.’’
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Well, Mutt just hung up the phone, jumped
in his car, drove through the night to Mick-
ey’s hotel. Without a word, he started pack-
ing his son’s suitcase. Mickey said, ‘‘What
are you doing?’’ His dad replied, ‘‘You can
work the mines with me. You can come
back and work in the mines with me. I
didn’t think I raised a quitter.’’ That night
Mutt Mantle drove home all alone.

America is like Mickey Mantle: In face
of tough challenges, we never quit. Con-
fronted with the cold war, we didn’t flinch,
and we won. Confronted with the new eco-
nomic competition, I say this: America will
never retreat. We will always compete, and
we will win.

I need your help. The next 53 days are
going to be difficult. I’ve never seen a politi-
cal year like this in my life. I promise you

to continue to advance real issues, and I
ask for your support because our ideas are
right for America. My opponent says we’re
a nation in decline. I say America is always
on the rise, if we but make the right choices.
So for our great country, for America, it’s
time to step up to the plate and hit it out
of the ballpark.

Thank you. God bless each and every one
of you, and may God bless the United States
of America. Thank you very, very much.
Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. on
the Oval. In his remarks, he referred to Ber-
nard Johnson, Mayor of Joplin, and Julio
S. Leon, president, Missouri Southern State
College.

Remarks at the Job Corps Center in Excelsior Springs, Missouri
September 11, 1992

Thank you so much. And may I say to
Booker T. Jones, I am just delighted to
be here. He’s the president, as you know,
and CEO of the company that runs this
Job Corps Center. Thank you for the intro-
duction, the information, and this warm
welcome. And may I also salute one of the
Nation’s truly great Governors, John
Ashcroft. That man has done so much for
his country. And two members from the
Department of Labor, John Douglas and
Wayne Jenkins, are here. And John Thomas
is the president of the student body. Thank
you, sir, glad you’re here.

Just before I got here, I met out at the
airport today with a hometown hero, Der-
rick Thomas. He said something ugly to
me about beating the Washington Redskins.
But, nevertheless, he runs this Third and
Long Foundation, when he’s not running
down the opposing quarterbacks. On Sun-
days you know him as number 58, but today
he’s the number 832, that’s the 832d daily
Point of Light. And it is a wonderful thing
he does. I just wanted to salute him here.
Actually, when I got up right next to Der-
rick I didn’t know whether he was a Point
of Light or whether he ought to be called

a lighthouse. But nevertheless, big guy.
And I know Derrick will agree when I

say it’s great to see the team spirit here
at this Job Corps Center. I read about it,
heard about it, and now I get to see it
firsthand.

We’re in a political season so tough that
it makes what goes on in Arrowhead Sta-
dium seem like two-hand touch. So when
you’re all done with your training, I would
like to invite all the carpenters here back
to Washington. You see there’s a certain
House on Capitol Hill that’s in need of
a little cleaning and a little renovation. You
know Bob Vila’s show, ‘‘This Old House.’’
Well, there’s an old House of Representa-
tives right there in Washington that hasn’t
been cleaned out for 38 years. Let’s do
something about it.

Let me tell you why I’m here at the Job
Corps cutting into your lunch hour. I’ve
just seen firsthand the fruits of your labor,
the skills that you will use to succeed in
an economy that seems to change, literally,
day by day. Today, I want to talk to you
about your world and tell you how America
as a nation is ready to move forward to a
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