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Note: This address was recorded at 9:50 a.m.
on September 10 in the Oval Office at the

White House for broadcast after 9 a.m. on
September 12.

Remarks on Disaster Assistance for Hawaii Following Hurricane
Iniki
September 13, 1992

The President. This weekend, as you
know, Hurricane Iniki, one of the most
powerful storms in this century, struck the
island of Hawaii. Reportedly, some lives
have been lost. I talked to the Governor
last night, and he told me that the latest
estimate was two lives, but nobody is abso-
lutely certain at this point. There have been
a lot of injuries, and there’s been consider-
able physical damage. On the island of
Kauai, damage is now estimated at approxi-
mately $1 billion with 30 percent of the
buildings destroyed. Airports and main
roads are open now, but 95 percent of the
island is without power.

Wallace Stickney, the FEMA Adminis-
trator, Pat Saiki, the Administrator of the
Small Business Administration—a native
Hawaiian—are already out there coordinat-
ing the relief operation. They’re working
closely with Governor John Waihee. And
today shipments of water, food, tents, gen-
erators, and other relief supplies are being
delivered to the island. These efforts involve
the cooperation of State officials; FEMA
and CINCPAC and the other military peo-

ple are working closely with the Governor.
In addition to the Governor’s request, I’ve

declared most of the island a Federal disas-
ter area, eligible for grants and low-cost
loans to cover property losses. We stand
ready to provide further assistance for the
Governor to speed the relief effort. I had
a good talk with him, and he did say that
he was satisfied and pleased with the co-
operation from the Federal Government,
working with State and local officials.

Our hearts go out to the people of Hawaii,
and we pledge to stand by them in support
at this hour of need.

Thank you all.
Q. Mr. President, are you going——
The President. I have no plans right now.

Note: The President spoke at 8:40 a.m. at
Andrews Air Force Base prior to his depar-
ture for Irvine, CA. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to naval forces under the Commander
in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet (CINCPAC).
Hurricane Iniki struck the island of Kauai
on September 11.

Remarks at a Welcome Rally in Anaheim, California
September 13, 1992

The President. Thank you, Mr. President.
Thank you very much, President Reagan.
May I salute not only President Reagan but
Governor Wilson, our master of cere-
monies; Bob Dornan, our great Member
of Congress, a loyal supporter. I want to
thank the Gatlin Brothers, my old friends
that are with us today. What a job they
do for us. It’s great to be in California.
And it’s especially great to be here with

these three Members of the United States
Congress, with Senator Seymour. We must
reelect Senator Seymour, and we must elect
Bruce Herschensohn to the Senate.

Mr. President, last year I was honored
to help dedicate your library. When I leave
office I look forward to your dedicating
mine. Not to be specific, but how are you
fixed for 1997?

I love Ronald Reagan for the same rea-
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sons you do. First, his sense of humor. No
wonder he took Washington by storm. Here
was a politician who was funny on purpose.
Quite different. [Laughter] I’m a Reagan
fan for another reason: his eloquence. Ron-
ald Reagan didn’t just make the world be-
lieve in America again, he made Americans
believe in themselves again.

That Great Communicator was indeed
the Great Liberator. Abroad, he helped free
millions from tyranny. And at home, he
helped free millions from a Government
that’s too big and spends too much of your
money. He turned America around. And
he turned the days of malaise into ‘‘a shining
city on a hill,’’ and the American people
will never forget it.

Now, I’m not saying these nice things
about Ronald Reagan in case he decides
to run for President again in 1996. Though
I’ll confess, if it weren’t for a little some-
thing called the 22d amendment, he’d be
now well into his 12th year of the Presi-
dency. And I’d be going to funerals halfway
around the world.

But I say these compliments because the
President had that unique ability to peek
around the corners of history. Look to Ber-
lin, where a wall has crumbled. Look from
Kuwait to Panama, where those once
enslaved have been set free. President
Reagan predicted communism would land
in the dustbins of history, called it the ‘‘evil
empire.’’ And today imperial communism
is not merely E–V–I–L, it is D–E–A–D,
dead. So, Mr. President, on behalf of all
who love freedom—and look at these signs
around here from different countries all
over the world—we thank you very much.

Now, as the President said, with the cold
war over—and let me say this. Let me inter-
rupt here and just say, I see these POW–
MIA banners. We must never, ever forget
the POW’s and MIA’s. And I can assure
you we’re not going to do that.

With the cold war over, we face a world
of transition. Last week in Detroit, I talked
about some of those economic changes: the
defense industry’s adjustment to a more
peaceful world; the competitive restructur-
ing of our industry; and most important,
the globalization of our economy. No State
has felt this transition more than California.
And I understand that.

My opponent looks at all that is happen-

ing and says we are a nation in decline.
He says we are ridiculed and that our econ-
omy is sliding below Germany, heading
south toward Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka. Come
on, Governor, stop picking on small south-
ern states who can’t help their leaders take
them—can’t tell where they take them.

You know, Governor Clinton has it wrong,
dead wrong. America is not a nation in de-
cline. We are on the rise. And the lights
in the shining city will still shine if we but
make the right choices today.

Last week I laid out my plan, my agenda
for America’s renewal, a comprehensive
game plan to create a $10 trillion economy
by early in the next century. And my agenda
keeps faith with the crusade we called the
Reagan revolution. It will decrease what
Government must do and increase what in-
dividuals may do. It shows what the dif-
ferences are in the 1992 election: two can-
didates, two philosophies, two agendas, a
Grand Canyon of a divide.

And on the one hand—the left hand, nat-
urally—stands my opponent, a man who
started in politics with the McGovern
campaign——

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. ——a politician nearly all

of his adult life, a man who has known
virtually no avocation beyond getting elect-
ed.

And on the other hand, you’re looking
at a man proud to have spent half my life
in the private sector working for a living,
built a business, met a payroll. And from
my own experience, I know that Ronald
Reagan had it right: The American people
aren’t undertaxed; the Government in
Washington is overfed. If we had more
Congressmen like these sitting here, you
wouldn’t be yelling, ‘‘Clean House!’’, and
I wouldn’t be having the problems I’m hav-
ing with this darned Congress. Send us
more like these men.

Take a look at how to get the economy
moving again. Just last week, Governor
Clinton was interviewed by Tom Brokaw.
And his first words were advocating a tax
increase. He wants at least, listen, he wants
at least $220 billion in new spending, $150
billion in new taxes, just to start.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. His ideas could lead to a
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new training tax and a new payroll tax for
his health care scheme. They say that Presi-
dent Reagan thought every day was the
Fourth of July. Well, Governor Clinton
seems to believe that every day is April
15th. And when it comes to taxes, think
of him as Willie Brown with a saxophone.
We don’t need that in Washington, DC.

I want to take America in an entirely
different direction. I have a specific plan
to cut the growth of mandatory Government
spending by almost $300 billion in the next
5 years. We’ll get those taxes down, and
we’ll get this economy moving again.

Audience members. Viva Bush! Viva Bush!
Viva Bush!

The President. What about foreign trade?
Ronald Reagan’s ‘‘peace through strength’’
made the United States the dominant mili-
tary presence around the world. And now
I want to build on that legacy with a strate-
gic network of trade agreements to keep
America an export superpower and an eco-
nomic superpower. That’s why we nego-
tiated the North American free trade agree-
ment, to build the world’s largest free-trade
zone from Manitoba to Mexico, creating
hundreds of thousands of new jobs for the
working men and women in America.

And my opponent’s position on free
trade? Well, first he was for it, and then
he changed his mind. And now he says firm-
ly: ‘‘When I have a definitive opinion, I
will say so.’’ Governor Clinton, here’s my
opinion: Americans never retreat; we will
always compete. And we will always win.

Small business, small business is the back-
bone of the California economy, begging
for relief from taxation, regulation, and liti-
gation. Did you know that each year con-
sumers and companies spend up to $200
billion on direct payment to lawyers? Amer-
icans want to know: If an apple a day keeps
a doctor away, what works with a lawyer?
Well, I have a plan to give business and
workers relief by getting rid of these crazy
lawsuits. And as a nation, we must sue each
other less and care for each other more.

My opponent doesn’t think this is a prob-
lem. Listen to the president of the Arkansas
Trial Lawyers Association, and I quote, ‘‘I
can never remember an occasion where
Governor Clinton failed to do the right
thing where we trial lawyers were con-

cerned.’’ While Governor Clinton’s in the
corner sponging the trial lawyer’s brow, I
want to get in the ring and strike a blow
against all those crazy lawsuits.

And another thing. My opponent says that
all this talk of family values is irrelevant.
And he’s been doing a lot of fearmongering
lately, talking about how we want to divide
America. You know what I mean when I
talk about strengthening the American fam-
ily. I don’t mean to go back to the days
of Ozzie and Harriet. Families are meas-
ured not by ‘‘what kind’’ but ‘‘how close.’’
I speak of strengthening the American fam-
ily because I believe in dealing not with
symptoms but with root causes. You ask
Governor Wilson or any Governor, any
mayor, any teacher, any preacher: The sur-
est way to strengthen America is to
strengthen the American family.

And that’s why I want parents, not the
Government, to choose their kids’ day care.
And I want parents, not the Government,
to choose your kids’ schools. And Pete Wil-
son is right. We need a welfare system that
convinces families to stick together and fa-
thers to stick around.

And about the military. Of America’s
place in the world, Governor Clinton talks
the talk, says he’s for a strong military. But
he walks the walk of the liberals whose idea
of high-tech weaponry is the super-soaker
squirt gun. And he wants to slash our budg-
et, our defense budget. He wants to cut
it $60 billion beyond what the military ex-
perts and our civilian experts tell me is
right. These cuts would cost as many as
one million jobs in defense, especially in
California’s hard-hit aerospace industry. He
also wants to gut one of Ronald Reagan’s
greatest legacies, the Strategic Defense Ini-
tiative. And he shouldn’t do that. We can’t
let him do that.

Maybe Governor Clinton is simply con-
fused about what exactly SDI does. After
all, last week you heard him talk about Pa-
triot missiles, the missiles we used to shoot
down Saddam’s Scud missiles. Here is what
Governor Clinton said of our Scud busters:
They go through doors or down chimneys.
Whoops! That’s not the Patriot. The Patriot
shoots down other missiles. Governor Clin-
ton may be a Rhodes scholar, but he is no
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rocket scientist.
And so here it is.
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. Here’s the sum of it. We

have a real clear choice in this election:
on to the future with conservatives or back
to the drawing board with the liberals; to
build on the entrepreneurial policies that
Ronald Reagan started or to go back to
the liberal agenda that made America look
finished.

And I know we have big challenges before
us. But following Governor Clinton’s pre-
scription for our economy would be like
going back to the used car lot, picking up
the lemon you sold 12 years before. Only
this time it would have higher prices from
inflation, skyrocketing interest rates for
credit, and a hot air bag thrown in. America,
this is not a deal for you.

Like the whole world, America is going
through an age of transition. But there’s
clear sailing ahead if we make the right
choices today, if we put our faith in our
people, not in Government, if we build to

the future, not protect the past.
President Reagan taught us many things.

And his first lesson was the enduring power
of ideas. In America, the best ideas always
triumph. And yes, the polls tell me that
we’re behind today, but on November 3d,
I have no doubt we will finish first. We
will win it because our ideas are right for
America, and our ideas offer the best hope
of matching the peace around the world
with the peace of mind here at home. If
you believe in these ideas, I ask you to
join this crusade to renew America, to make
this fair Nation safer, stronger, and more
secure.

Thank you, and God bless the United
States of America. Thank you all very much.
You guys did great. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. at
Yorba Regional Park. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to entertainers the Gatlin Brothers
and to Willie Brown, Jr., speaker of the Cali-
fornia State Assembly. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to Natural Communities Conservation Planning
Organizations in San Diego, California
September 14, 1992

Thank you very much, Bill. Please be
seated, and thank you all for that warm
welcome at this early hour. I’m delighted
to be here. And let me just thank Bill Low-
ery for the introduction. He’s been a joy
to work with in the United States Congress.
He always keeps in mind his constituents,
the people that sent him there. But he al-
ways has also had a broad national perspec-
tive. I’ve trusted him, and I’ve worked with
him. And I’m going to sorely miss him inas-
much as he’s determined not to stand again
for election. But he’s a good man, and
you’ve been very, very well served. Let me
also acknowledge and thank Doug Wheeler
here, the secretary of California resources
agency. It’s great to be back in California.
It’s great to be here with him who under-
stands the need to find the balance the

right way.
Before I begin, though, let me talk about

another situation, the one out in Hawaii.
Regrettably, some lives have been lost; the
property damage is estimated at a billion
dollars. Already relief efforts are well under-
way. Military aircraft and ships are supply-
ing the island with food and water and gen-
erators, tents. And some aircraft are being
used to carry tourists who want to leave
over to the island of Oahu. We continue
to work closely with the Governor to pro-
vide whatever assistance possible. And our
prayers and good wishes are extended to
all who stood in Iniki’s path. And I just
wanted to say that because following on
with Florida and Louisiana, it has been a
strange month or so for these natural disas-
ters. And a lot of people have been hurt.
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