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hasn’t brought a civil rights bill to the peo-
ple of Arkansas. So when you hear can-
didate Clinton, his rhetoric about civil
rights, remember Governor Clinton’s
record in Arkansas.

You know, Bill Clinton talks a very good
game. He’s got more statistics than there
are problems out there, but his actions be-
tray his words. In Arkansas, individual in-
come has slipped; crime is up relative to
the Nation; children’s test scores get weak-
er; while streams of air get more polluted.
If you go swimming in that Arkansas River,
keep your mouth closed and hold your nose.
They are doing a terrible job on pollution.

So again, candidate Clinton talks one way,
and Governor Clinton has a very, very dif-
ferent record. Governor Clinton proves that
it doesn’t matter what the candidate says.
He simply will not deliver. So whether it’s
candidate Clinton or Governor Clinton, the
message is the same: Bill Clinton is the
wrong man to accept your trust to be Presi-
dent of the United States of America. I
will let you all make up your mind about
service to country when it comes to war
and peace. I will take my record with pride
to the American people. We have stood tall,
and freedom has prevailed.

Not far from here, you know, is the birth-
place of Will Rogers, the man who said
he wasn’t a humorist, he just watched the
Government and reported what happened.
Well, I don’t know what he’d say about

Governor Clinton. Maybe he would say that
here’s a guy with the gall to promise the
Moon to America while the sky is falling
down in his own backyard. But I really be-
lieve we can do better, and I say America
deserves better.

And yes, we have challenges, and yes,
we have problems. But this agenda of mine
will confront our challenges. There’s going
to be over 100 new Members of Congress,
maybe 150. And the day I am reelected
and they are elected, I’ll sit down with them
and say, ‘‘Now let’s improve our schools;
let’s fight for America’s security; let’s do
something about these lawsuits that are
plaguing America; let’s do something about
health care; let’s get on with the business
of governing this Nation and solving our
problems.’’

And so what I will be offering the voters,
and I ask for your support, is experience,
ideas that are right for America. And I hope
that my character will pass muster with you,
the American people.

Thank you very much, and may God bless
this great State. And thank you for this fan-
tastic welcome to Oklahoma. Thank you
very much.

Note: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. at
the Tulsa International Airport. In his re-
marks, he referred to Johnnie Cherblanc,
master of ceremonies for the event.

Remarks on Arrival in Longview, Texas
September 22, 1992

The President. Thank you very, very
much. Thank you so much. It’s an honor
and privilege to be introduced by Florence
Shapiro, not only the Mayor of Plano but
going to be a member of the Texas Senate.
We need her. She’s typical of our great
women leaders in our State of Texas. Thank
you, Florence. I want to thank our State
chairman, Jim Oberwetter, who is here
somewhere; Rob Mosbacher, the Texas Vic-
tory ’92 chairman; Barbara Patton, the
Bush-Quayle cochairman; and our master

of ceremonies, Jim Offutt. Let me say it’s
great to be back in east Texas, great, where
the people understand the values that make
this country strong.

You know, Longview brings back many
memories. Back when I started a business
out in west Texas and then down on the
Gulf Coast, where I met a payroll, learned
the basic truth about things like the role of
Government and the power of the individ-
ual, I stood here at this very airport, I be-
lieve it was 22 years ago, and saw a former
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President come into this airport. And I am
proud to be back here as President of the
United States, asking for your support for
4 more years.

Here in Texas, I learned something, and
I learned that prosperity doesn’t come just
from the hallowed halls of Government. It
comes from the hard work, the imagination,
and the industry of men and women like
you here today. I’m grateful to you for com-
ing out to this rally. I’m glad to see all
the bands and participants here, glad to
see the Kilgore Rangerettes. I wish they’d
go up to Washington for a few days. They
could go over and take a look at the Con-
gress and put those high-kicking boots to
good use, help us to ‘‘clean House.’’ You
talk about kicking it, they’re the ones to
do it.

Now, you know, for the past few weeks
I’ve been traveling the length and breadth
of our country, and what a great country
it is, stumping for the ideas that I believe
in, the Agenda for American Renewal. I
want to open new markets for our American
products and new jobs for American work-
ers. Americans never retreat; we always
compete. And we always win. Let’s open
these foreign markets.

I have a fundamental difference with the
Governor next door. I believe Government
is too big and spends too much of your
taxpayers’ money. I want to do something
about it. He wants to raise taxes and in-
crease spending. I want to cut taxes and
cut spending.

Good news today for the Nation, good
news today on housing starts: They are up,
the largest increase in 18 months. Inflation
is down. Interest rates are down. Productiv-
ity is up. And the economy is poised for
a recovery. We must not let Governor Clin-
ton get in and tax it back into oblivion.
I want to see incentives. I want to see incen-
tives, and one of them ought to apply to
the domestic oil business. We want to
change the alternative minimum tax so we
can get on with the business of developing
more domestic resources and less depend-
ency on foreign oil.

You know, it’s small-business people,
small-business women, small-business men
that saved this economy when the going
has been tough. They need relief from tax-

ation, regulation, and yes, from litigation.
As a nation, we spend up to $200 billion
a year on lawsuits. As a nation, we ought
to sue each other less and care for each
other more.

I see a lot of young people here today
and welcome. Let me say this about edu-
cation: I want to give the young what they
truly deserve, the finest schools in the entire
world. I want to give every parent and every
family the right to choose their children’s
schools, whether they’re public, private, or
religious.

You know, I believe the Governor next
door, Governor Clinton, has made up his
mind: The only way he can win is to tell
everybody how horrible things are about
this country. He has persisted on attacking
me day-in and day-out, many of the attacks
personal. He has distorted and, I would
say, told the untruths about my record. This
week, he unveiled—started in, the first one
to do it—the first negative campaign ad.
He’s the one that says, watch out for the
Republicans. Watch on the television, the
first negative campaign ads in the Presi-
dential race of 1992 belong to that sorry
ticket of Clinton and Gore. It’s a sad thing.

I have taken it for 11 months, listening
to these guys. And I’ll tell you today: I’m
starting to dish it out and tell the truth
about his record. So, this morning for open-
ers, I went to the State of Missouri, and
I laid out the Clinton record, just the facts,
telling the truth. I’m stopping by these
States, our State and others, that are neigh-
bors to the State of Arkansas so that we
can get past this campaign rhetoric of his
and look at what he’s done for the people
of Arkansas or, should I say, done to the
good people of that great State. Look, they
are good, decent people next door. They
are good, hard-working people, and they
deserve better treatment than they’ve re-
ceived from their Governor.

You know, the other side keeps talking,
you hear him talking about debate, they
want to change the rules from the debate
rules that have been in effect for the last
four Presidential campaigns. Now he wants
to change them. But now they ought to
have a debate. On the one hand, you ought
to have candidate Clinton; he’d be over
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here. On the other side, promising every-
thing, Governor Clinton. They ought to de-
bate each other on the issues.

Each stop here along the way in this six-
State swing, I’m talking about various issues.
And let me talk today just about affordable
health care, something that I am des-
perately interested in providing to every
man, woman, and child in this country. As
you might expect, my opponent and I have
two vastly different ideas how to go about
this. I want to use the competition to ex-
pand coverage, making insurance available
to the poorest of the poor, to everybody
else, everybody, preserve quality, and allow
you to spend less of your paycheck on
health insurance.

He has a different approach. He ex-
presses so much enthusiasm for Govern-
ment, he would have Government get in-
volved in setting health care prices and per-
haps eventually get involved in running our
health care system. We do not need the
Government to run it. We need to protect
quality and provide insurance to all. You’d
think he’d learn from the way the Demo-
crats ran the House post office. They can’t
run that; they can’t run a bank. Why in
heaven’s name do they think they can run
the health insurance programs?

You know, this guy, he’s too much. Up
until a few weeks ago Governor Clinton
pretended that his plan wouldn’t cost a
dime. But then someone at USA Today—
you know the paper that got him to admit
what I’ve been saying all along: his plan
would require a new payroll tax on the back
of, you’ve got it, small business. Now, I
don’t know about you, but I think small-
business men and women pay enough in
taxes already. We cannot let him do this
to the American economy.

You know, he says that health care should
be a right, not a privilege. Yes, I think every-
body should have health care. But yet, look
at his record as Governor, not the candidate
but Governor Clinton. Arkansas has one of
the Nation’s worst health insurance crises.
More than 42 percent of Arkansas workers,
decent, hard-working people, 42 percent,
the second highest percentage in the entire
Nation don’t have employer-paid health in-
surance at all and a full 25 percent have
no health insurance at all. He talks one

way around the Nation; he delivers misery
at home. We do not need that for the Na-
tion.

You know, early last year in his fifth term
as Governor, Governor Clinton finally
signed a bill to provide bare-bones coverage
to people who have gone uninsured for
more than a year. Last fall, even his minimal
plan had still not been implemented. Even
today, not a single insurance company has
ever set up a single policy for anyone under
Governor Clinton’s model program.

So, on this issue, on health care—and
I could be talking about the environment,
whatever—on this one, look at the Grand
Canyon between the words of candidate
Clinton, running around the country criti-
cizing me, and the actions of Governor Clin-
ton, which is a sorry record by any Texas
standard.

I love fishing and hunting. I know every-
body in east Texas does, too. I flew over
some beautiful bass lakes, and I got thinking
about Governor Clinton’s record on the en-
vironment. Some of you may have tried to
fish or swim in the Arkansas River. You
may have heard that night fishing is catch-
ing on over there. The rivers are so polluted
that the fish glow in the dark. He has a
lousy record on the environment, and we
across the line in Texas have a good record
on the environment.

You know, on issue after issue he talks
a great game, but his actions betray his
words. While he makes promises, the work-
ers, the decent, hard-working men and
women of Arkansas, their standard of living
weakens and their crime rate rises up faster
than the rest of the Nation. Their children’s
test scores slip, and Governor Clinton can-
not muster the courage to even put in a
basic civil rights law like we have right here
in Texas. Forty-eight States have them, but
not Arkansas. That is not fair. There’s not
fairplay in Arkansas.

So in other words, what I’m asking the
American people today on this six-State
swing is to take a look at the record that
he’s laid down, and then compare that
against the rhetoric that he’s trying to take
all across the country, and be careful, be-
cause it’s slippery when wet. [Applause]
You’re right.
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We’ve got a lot of challenges, and we
have a lot of problems, but we’ve got a
great future. I see that airplane sitting over
there, and I don’t want to start telling you
war stories, but that’s the kind of torpedo
bomber I flew in World War II. I was shot
down in that airplane in World War II,
and I am proud that I served my Nation
in combat. I am proud that since I have
been President we have reduced the threat
of nuclear war so young men and women
go to bed at night without that awesome
fear of nuclear war.

We have changed the world, and now
I’m asking for your help to bring honor
and decency right back here at home and
change things to make things better for the
people of Texas and the other 49 States.
We can do it. We’ve got a sound record.

We are on the right track. Now I need
the help of the American people to guaran-
tee 4 more years to finish the job.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. I am very proud to be
back home. We are going to carry Texas,
and we are going to win this election be-
cause we are right on the issues and because
I have been telling the truth all along.
Thank you very, very much.

May God bless you all. Thank you so
very, very much for this wonderful rally.
What a fantastic turnout. I love the signs,
man. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. at
Longview County Airport.

Remarks on Arrival in Shreveport, Louisiana
September 22, 1992

The President. Thank you so very much
for this great welcome back to Louisiana.
First-class, first-class all the way. Thank you
very much. May I thank Sheriff Larry
Deens for that wonderful introduction and
thank him and the other law enforcement
officers who are here to back me up. We
back up the law enforcement officers of
this country, and we ought to continue to
back up the law enforcement officers of
this country that are giving their lives for
us every single day.

I’m also proud to be here with Jim
McCrery. We need him in the United States
Congress. Please reelect him, and send him
back. He’s doing a first-class job, not just
for Louisiana but for the values and the
programs we hold so dear. May I thank
Mayor Hazel Beard of Shreveport, de-
lighted to be with her, and former Governor
Treen, one of the great Governors of this
State, an old friend of Barbara’s and mine,
glad to see Dave; Mayor Dement, Mayor
George Dement.

It’s great to be here in Shreveport. Let
me say to those law-and-order, sound, sen-
sible, conservative Democrats who are with
us at this rally and standing with me here,

I am grateful to each and every one of
you for your loyal support. I will not let
you down.

You know, for the last few weeks I’ve
been traveling the length and breadth of
America, stumping for the economic ideas
that I believe in. We call it the Agenda
for American Renewal. We must renew
America, and with these economic ideas
and your support, we can do just exactly
that.

Here are some of the fundamentals. We
want to open up new markets for American
products and in the process create new jobs
for American workers, and that means the
North American free trade agreement with
Mexico. Louisiana sells a lot there now.
With this trade agreement we’re going to
sell a lot more, and that means more jobs
for the people of Louisiana.

One big difference I have with our neigh-
boring Governor: I believe that Govern-
ment is too big and spends too much of
your money. And he thinks, and he has
already advocated big tax increases and big
spending increases. Frankly, I want to see
us cut those taxes and provide incentives,
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