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bear on China. Comprehensive engagement
is the process we use to transform this influ-
ence into positive change. The relationship
between these two key elements of our
China policy is a powerful one, and the
absence of one element diminishes the po-
tency of the other. We continue to advance
broad U.S. objectives without imposing eco-
nomic hardship on Americans because both
elements of our policy are in place.

Engagement through our democratic,
economic, and educational institutions in-
stead of confrontation offers the best hope
for reform in China. MFN is the foundation
we need to engage the Chinese. H.R. 5318

places conditions on MFN renewal for
China that will jeopardize this policy and
includes a requirement that infringes upon
the President’s exclusive authority to under-
take diplomatic negotiations on behalf of
the United States.

In order to protect the economic and for-
eign policy interests of the United States,
I am returning H.R. 5318 to the House
of Representatives without my approval.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
September 28, 1992.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the Circuit Court
Decision on the Marbled Murrelet
September 28, 1992

The administration is disappointed that
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals has re-
fused to stay an order by the Seattle Federal
District Court requiring the Fish and Wild-
life Service to immediately decide whether
to list the marbled murrelet as a threatened
species under the Endangered Species Act.
The district court also issued a temporary
restraining order preventing timber sales in
selected areas of the Pacific Northwest’s na-
tional forests. The court order will require
a listing decision for the marbled murrelet
to be made prematurely, before additional
biological information necessary to make an
appropriate decision is obtained.

These rulings will result in additional
hardships for timber families and commu-
nities in the Pacific Northwest already suf-
fering high rates of unemployment as a re-

sult of court injunctions to protect the spot-
ted owl. The premature listing of the mar-
bled murrelet is further evidence that sev-
eral statutes relating to forest management
and species protection are in need of reform
by Congress.

This recent development provides an-
other clear message to Congress that it must
enact appropriate timber management leg-
islation, such as proposed by the administra-
tion, to address the timber supply crisis in
the Pacific Northwest as quickly as possible.
The administration will continue to work
for a balanced solution to this problem, one
which will provide sufficient timber to keep
Northwest mills operating and workers em-
ployed while providing protection for en-
dangered species.

Remarks on Arrival in Blountville, Tennessee
September 29, 1992

The President. You know, Naomi says this
is the first time that she’s introduced a
President. But look at it this way, this is
the first time I’ve ever been introduced by

such a wonderful person, Naomi Judd. And
I’m just pleased to have her with us on
Air Force One.

You know, lest you didn’t know it, we
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have a great Secretary of Education, as Sec-
retary, Lamar Alexander, a former Gov-
ernor of this State. I’m very proud to be
with him. And of course, my old friend
Howard Baker is still beloved not only in
Tennessee but all across this country as a
great leader. And may I salute another old
friend. If we had more like these three that
I’m about to introduce, everybody would
not be yelling at me, ‘‘Clean House!’’ be-
cause you’ve got three greats in Jimmy Quil-
len, in Don Sundquist, and Jimmy Duncan
right here with us today. Send us more
like these three, and let’s get this country
moving again.

Audience members. Clean the House!
Clean the House! Clean the House!

The President. That’s it, we’ve got to clean
it.

And about these three characters over
here, Barbara Bush and I are their friends,
and we are very proud of that. They don’t
know how to throw horseshoes. We had
them at Camp David, and they came in
second, third, and fourth. [Laughter] But
in life they’re coming in first because of
their talent and because of Larry’s fighting
back. And I’ll tell you, we are very proud
to have the Gatlin Brothers at our side.
And of course, may I salute Sarah Sellers,
our national committeewoman, and our
great chairman in this State, Tom Hopper.
They tell me we are going to win Ten-
nessee, and they are absolutely right. I also
want to salute the Volunteer High School
Marching Band. Thank you all for being
with us.

This campaign, like every campaign for
the Presidency, is about a simple question:
What kind of America do we want for the
young people here today? I want an Amer-
ica that remains a military superpower, but
is the greatest economic superpower on the
face of the Earth. We’re going to make
it even better.

You know, I have spelled out a specific
agenda for America’s renewal, a specific
comprehensive plan, an integrated agenda
to create in America the world’s first $10
trillion economy. I am proud of America’s
leadership role in ending the cold war,
proud of the sons and daughters who
wowed the world in the sands of Saudi Ara-
bia. The Democrats want us to forget it,

but we are not. I will continue to thank
the sons and daughters of Tennessee who
served with honor in Desert Storm. We’re
not going to let Bill Clinton forget that this
was a proud moment in the history of the
United States.

Audience members. Where was Bill?
Where was Bill? Where was Bill?

The President. I don’t know where he
was. I’ll tell you where he was on the war.
You want me to answer the question? On
Desert Storm he was on both sides. He
was for the people that opposed it, but he
was for those that supported me. That’s a
great thing, but you can’t do that as Presi-
dent of the United States of America.
You’ve got to make the tough call.

But now what we’ve got to do is work
with these great Members of Congress,
using our experience to lead the way to
new markets for American products be-
cause that is how we’re going to create more
good jobs for people all across the United
States of America. You see, small business
will create two-thirds of the new jobs in
the new economy. Governor Clinton, well,
he promises small business higher taxes and
more redtape. I promise small business re-
lief from taxation, regulation, and litigation.

You know, we spend almost $200 billion
a year on direct costs to lawyers. Japan
doesn’t pay that and neither do the Euro-
pean countries. My opponent doesn’t think
this is a problem. He’s in cahoots with the
trial lawyers, and they spend so much time
in court that their favorite song is ‘‘A Boy
Named Sue.’’ [Laughter] But here is my
view. We’ve got to take the pressure off
doctors who are scared to practice or Little
League coaches who are afraid to coach.
We’ve got to sue each other less in this
country and care for each other more.

I am proud of my record. All the Gov-
ernor of Arkansas does is go around tearing
me down, tearing our country down, saying
we’re less than Germany and a little more
than Sri Lanka. He ought to open his eyes.
We are the most respected country on the
face of the Earth.

But if you’ll bear with me for just a
minute, if he wants to talk about the past,
fine. But let’s take a look at what’s going on
in Arkansas. The people there are decent.
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They are hard-working. They are sound,
grassroots people. But there’s a lot they
don’t know about their Governor’s record
and a lot you don’t know about it. The
more you find out about it the more you
know that Governor Clinton is wrong for
President of the United States. He is wrong
for America.

Look at the issue of crime. We simply
have got to take back our streets from the
crackheads and the criminals. Candidate
Clinton, oh, he talks a tough game. But
in Arkansas, the average criminal served just
one-fifth of his sentence, and then he’s let
back out on the streets. Compare that to
the Federal prisons for which I am respon-
sible. The average inmate there serves 85
percent of his sentence. When it comes to
crime, I am not much for letting these pris-
oners out of jail early. If you steal a car
or you beat up some elderly woman, you
ought to go to jail. And I say this: You
should not be let out until you’re eligible
for a birthday salute from Willard Scott.

Hey, don’t take it from me, though. Lis-
ten to those in Arkansas. Ask the police
over there in Little Rock. The cops who
know Bill Clinton best have endorsed me
as the best candidate for President of the
United States.

The same thing on every issue. I think
of Howard Baker and the others standing
here as leaders in fairplay on civil rights
matters. Governor Clinton says he’s for civil
rights, but Arkansas doesn’t even have a
basic civil rights law.

He says he’s for the clean environment,
but the Institute of Southern Studies ranked
Arkansas 50th in environmental politics. It’s
the only place where fish teach the young
fish to jog instead of swim. That’s how pol-
luted the rivers are over there. I love fish-
ing. I’m a bass fisherman. The fish in Arkan-
sas light up at night because of what the
chickens are doing to the river.

Governor Clinton says he’s for high-tech.
But under Clinton, Arkansas has been fall-
ing behind in high school. Three out of
every four Arkansas graduates spend their
first year in college relearning what they
were supposed to learn in high school. That
is not fair to those young people over across
the way.

Let’s take a look at the economy. All we

hear from him is how bad things are. I
know we’ve been through some tough eco-
nomic times. But we are affected, of course,
by the global economic situation. Our com-
petitors in Europe would trade places with
us in a minute. Yet Governor Clinton offers
America that European social welfare state
politics: more Government, more special in-
terest spending, and more taxes on the mid-
dle class. That is wrong for America.

If you can take another horror story this
early in the morning, let me tell you this:
He has raised and extended the sales tax,
including a tax on baby formula, vegetables,
and other groceries. He raised the gas tax.
He raised the mobile home tax. And for
those of you ESPN watchers, he even taxed
cable TV and slapped a tax on beer. How
do you like that?

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Now he says he’s seen the

light. In this campaign he’s proposing at
least $150 billion, direct proposal, in new
taxes, plus at least $220 billion in new
spending. ‘‘Don’t worry,’’ he says, ‘‘I’ll get
it all from the rich, people making over
$200,000 a year, the top 2 percent.’’ But
here’s the problem, and here is the truth.
To get the money that he needs for his
plan, the $150 billion that he’s already
promised in new taxes, he would have to
get his money not from those with over
$200,000, but from every individual with
taxable income over $36,600, and that is
not good for America. These people aren’t
out there on the ‘‘Lifestyles of the Rich
and Famous.’’ They work hard, and they
deserve a break. That’s just the start of his
tax campaign against the middle class. He
will need hundreds of billions of dollars
more to pay for all these programs he’s
promised.

There’s an old saying: When you hunt
ducks you go where the ducks are. Well,
he’s hunting for ways to pay for all his prom-
ises, and he’s going back to tax the middle
class because that’s where the bucks are.

Listen to the news. Don’t take my word
for it. You listen to the newspaper from his
own backyard, the Pine Bluff Commercial.
Here’s what they say, ‘‘If Congress followed
the example that Bill Clinton set as Gov-
ernor of Arkansas, it would pass a program
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that hit the middle class the hardest.’’ I
say the middle class has been hit hard
enough already. The Pine Bluff paper is
not bluffing.

Let me give you one example. Let me
just—this is an example. Say you’re a third-
grade teacher with about 22,000 bucks a
year in taxable income. Governor Clinton
could have you fork over another $430 a
year to the tax man. I say that you ought
to be able to use that money to pay for
your kids’ education, pay the mortgage on
the house, not send it up to the IRS in
Washington, DC.

And Governor Clinton will say, oh, I’m
on the side of the middle class. But he
says then, well, I’m going to have it both
ways. Consider his principled stand on both
sides of the Gulf War—I mentioned that—
when he said, and here’s an exact quote,
an exact quote, ‘‘I guess I would have voted
with the majority if it was a close vote,
but I agree with the arguments the minority
made.’’ Now, how would that be for a Com-
mander in Chief when you’ve got to stand
up against aggression halfway around the
world?

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. One day Governor Clinton

says, ‘‘Well, I’ll never run for President.’’
The next year he announces he’s running
for President. One day he says he’s for the
North American free trade agreement.
Then he says, ‘‘Well, I haven’t made up
my mind yet.’’ One day he’s for raising fuel
efficiency standards on cars. And the next
day he says, ‘‘Well, I’m flexible on that one.’’
One day he says the middle class deserves
a tax break. And the next day he’s plotting
new ways to hit the middle class to pay
for all his programs.

If he ever became President of the
United States, and he won’t, we’d have to
replace the American eagle with a chame-
leon. That is not the way it works in the
Oval Office. You cannot come down on both
sides of every issue. You have to take your
lumps, and you have to take a stand. I don’t
think that we can take a risk on Governor
Bill Clinton to be President of the United
States of America.

You know, I’ve made mistakes as Presi-
dent. Different than him, I’ve admitted
when I’m wrong. But I believe I’ve been

a good leader, willing to make the tough
calls. I’m a leader whose ideas are right
for America.

I stand before you today asking for your
support so that we can go to work with
a new Congress to fix the problems that
stand in the way of this country; so that
we can reform our health care system and
reinvent, as Lamar is so eloquently stating,
reinvent our American schools; so we can
retrain our workers from one generation
and create jobs for the next; so that we
can cut Government spending and cut taxes
and get this economy moving again; and
also, so that we can limit terms for the
Members of the United States Congress
and give Government back to the people.
Now, this is our agenda.

If you want one who has a statistic for
every problem, go ahead and cast your vote
for the other guy. But if you’re looking for
a leader of experience, a leader of ideas,
a leader who shares your values, a leader
who understands that America’s real
strength is not in Government but in places
like this marvelous town right here today
in your great State of Tennessee, then I
know I can count on your support on No-
vember 3d.

Governor Clinton says that we are a na-
tion in decline, somewhere less than Ger-
many and a little better than Sri Lanka.
I say we are the greatest, freest country
on the face of the Earth. Now let’s make
life better for everybody at home by using
that same courage and leadership we have
to change the world.

Thank you, and may God bless the people
of Tennessee and the United States of
America. Thank you all very, very much.
What a wonderful rally.

Note: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. at
Tri-City Regional Airport. In his remarks,
he referred to former Senator Howard
Baker; entertainers Naomi Judd and the
Gatlin Brothers; and Sarah Sellers, member,
Tennessee State Republican executive com-
mittee.
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