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didn’t know whether they were talking
about the draft or the pollution in the Ar-
kansas River.

Look, I know, I don’t pretend to be the
world’s greatest debater. I didn’t go to Ox-
ford. I know, I know I’m not very good
on statistics. This guy’s got more statistics
than there are problems. [Laughter] But
what I do have is a fundamental commit-
ment to values and hopefully some char-
acter to go with it.

Something else I have is faith in the
American people, faith in all the beauticians
and bartenders and Boy Scouts and great
singers. I believe that America will win the
economic competition if Government just
gives these people the tools and then gets
the heck out of the way and lets America
get the job done.

I’ll tell you what really gets me about
this. I don’t want to get wound up here,
these guys have lots to do—but it burns
me up right in the bottom of my gut to
hear Governor Clinton talking about this
country being a nation in decline. He says
we’re south of Germany and a little north
of Sri Lanka. Well, he ought to open his
eyes and look around the world. We are
the most respected, the fairest, the most
decent country on the face of the Earth.
Thank God I don’t have to get reelected

by going around tearing down the United
States of America.

I wish Barbara Bush were here. Not only
does she keep me in line, but I think she’s
been the greatest First Lady we’ve had. I’ll
tell you something; I’ll tell you why we’re
going to win this election: We really care.
We have been honored—I say we, the both
of us—to live in this wonderful White
House, the symbol to countries all around
the world of freedom and democracy.
We’ve tried very, very hard to keep the
public trust, to honor the office that we’ve
been privileged to hold.

Now I’m going to ask the American peo-
ple: Let us finish this job. Let us have this
economy recover. Let’s offer hope and op-
portunity to all Americans. Give me 4 more
years to finish the job.

Thank you, and may God bless our great
country. I can’t do it as well as Lee Green-
wood, but God bless the United States. God
bless the U.S.A. Thank you very much.

Note: The President spoke at 7:20 p.m. at
the Roy Acuff Theater. In his remarks, he
referred to entertainers Baillie and the Boys,
the Oak Ridge Boys, Paul Overstreet, Mark
Chestnut, Lee Greenwood, Chet Atkins,
Naomi Judd, Crystal Gayle, George ‘‘Goo-
ber’’ Lindsey, Roy Acuff, and Ricky Skaggs.

Message to the Congress Reporting on the State of Small Business
September 29, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:
It is my pleasure to submit my third an-

nual report on the state of small business.
America’s small business owners are indi-
viduals with countless new ideas, employers
and workers who produce a vast array of
goods and services, taxpayers who pay many
of the bills, and economic pioneers who
help decide the future direction of our
economy. In their endless variety, small
firms help create a flexible, diverse, and
lively marketplace.

For generations, entrepreneurial business
owners have been in the forefront of the
dynamic economic changes that continually

revitalize our democracy. In the early days
of our Republic, small business innovators
led the way in developing more productive
farming technologies. Greater agricultural
productivity eventually freed other entre-
preneurs to develop and commercialize new
manufacturing processes. These processes
and manufactured products set a new stand-
ard for America—and for the world. But
America’s small business innovators did not
stop there. They started another revolution
by anticipating and responding quickly to
the demands that grew out of the new,
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higher standard of living—demands for
services and sophisticated new information
technologies.

Small businesses have made important
contributions to the economy, not only by
introducing new products and processes
and creating jobs, but also by making the
economy more adaptive and flexible—by re-
taining workers longer during recessions
and hiring workers earlier as expansions
begin.

There is no doubt that 1991 was not an
easy year for the American economy or for
small business. The recession that began
in the third quarter of 1990 carried over
into 1991. Business formation rates were
down, and business closings were up. The
flow of financing slowed as banks and busi-
nesses grew more cautious about business
expansions.

Yet in this recession, as in other economic
downturns, small businesses continued to
function as a source of jobs, creating many
of the new jobs in the economy. Rather
than lay off workers, many small firms tight-
ened their belts in other areas. And they
continued to innovate, introduce new prod-
ucts, and contribute to their communities.

Our economy has begun to grow again.
Still, small firms face difficult challenges
in the months and years ahead. The truth
is that health care costs are too high and
the unmet need for health coverage is great
in small businesses. And of all employers,
small businesses are least able to afford the
expensive mandates that have been advo-
cated by some. The proposal I presented
to the Congress would not resort to man-
dates, but would build on the strengths of
our private health care system to make
health insurance affordable for America’s
workers and their families.

Adjustments occurring in our financial in-
stitutions have made it difficult for many
worthy small businesses to find the capital
they need to start up or expand. Therefore,
my Administration is taking steps to encour-
age investment in business ventures in a
number of ways. I have proposed that the
Congress cut the capital gains tax so that
investors will have an incentive to buy into
new ventures. Another proposal I have
made is to create an investment tax allow-
ance that would assist in starting new firms.

And we can encourage some new invest-
ment by adapting programs that are already
underway. For example, the Small Business
Administration is working with banks to im-
plement innovative loan programs that are
channeling funds to smaller firms in some
of the most economically depressed areas.

Another obstacle that can stand in the
way of small firm growth is too much regu-
lation. My Administration this year insti-
tuted a moratorium on new Federal regula-
tions to give Federal agencies a chance to
review and revise their rules. And we are
looking at ways to improve our regulatory
process over the long term so that regula-
tions will accomplish their original purpose
without unduly hindering economic growth.

We also need to encourage innovation—
such as that exhibited by thousands of small
high technology firms—by making the re-
search and experimentation tax credit per-
manent. My Administration is committed
to exploring the promise of new tech-
nologies.

This report documents the increasing,
healthy diversity of our small business com-
munity, as minority- and women-owned
businesses enter the marketplace in record
numbers. I want to keep encouraging that
diversity through our Federal procurement
programs.

I also want to see more of the Nation’s
economically depressed communities reap
the benefits of business growth. To that
end, I have asked the Congress to pass my
enterprise zone legislation, which will pro-
vide incentives to businesses that start up
in specially designated areas, particularly in
inner cities.

Looking to the future, it is clear that we
need to improve our educational system so
that America’s workers, particularly in small
firms, will be in a better position to compete
in a more and more sophisticated global
marketplace. My America 2000 education
strategy is designed to give parents, teach-
ers, and communities more freedom and
flexibility in designing education programs
to meet their needs—and to make America
the world’s leader in education.

Many of these proposals for economic re-
covery and growth are being enacted now;
others will require action by the Congress. I
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am committed to working with the Mem-
bers of Congress to develop and enact a
broad economic plan we can all live with.
These combined actions will help small
business to move ahead to create the eco-
nomic revolutions that will lead us into the

21st century.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
September 29, 1992.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the National
Institute of Building Sciences
September 29, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the requirements of

section 809 of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974, as amended (12
U.S.C. 1701j–2(j)), I transmit herewith the
15th annual report of the National Institute

of Building Sciences for fiscal year 1991.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
September 29, 1992.

Remarks at the National Salute to the President and His Black
Appointees
September 30, 1992

The President. Thank you very much.
Josh, thank you, Josh Smith.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you, Josh Smith,
and all of you. Thank you very much, Josh,
and thank all of you. My heavens, 27 dif-
ferent States, I’m told, represented here
by all of you. Josh, I can’t begin to thank
you, not only for your friendship and loyal
support but your service to the Govern-
ment, to the people, I would put it that
way, and also for your outstanding commit-
ment to small business and your own ac-
complishments in that field.

I also want to acknowledge Josh’s wife,
Jackie Jones-Smith, who is the Chairman
of the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion; my old friend Milton Bins here, chair-
man of the Council of 100. Kay James from
the Office of National Drug Control Policy
gave up an awful lot to move over there
to fight this drug scourge, and I’m very
proud of her.

Reverend Thad Garrett, we all know
Thad. He ought to be praying more and

talking less out there on the campaign—
[laughter]—I need that, I’ll tell you. But
somebody once gave me a little rug, and
it said, ‘‘What would we do without
friends?’’ I am grateful that Thad and so
many others out here are true and loyal
friends. When the going is tough, they’re
hanging in there.

I want to salute Fred Brown, the chair-
man of the National Council of Black Re-
publicans. I was very grateful to Reverend
Larry Haygood for that invocation, for his
leadership in education, for his commitment
and faith. Thank you, sir, for coming and
for doing that.

Of course, I can’t say too much about
Lou Sullivan. I love it when we talk about
genuine health care reform for this country.
He summarized it in his remarks there, giv-
ing me the credit. But he’s out there on
the cutting edge. When a paper like the
New York Times, which has not been overly
friendly to me this year—[laughter]—points
out that we’ve got a sound, or the best of the
health care reform programs out there,
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