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am committed to working with the Mem-
bers of Congress to develop and enact a
broad economic plan we can all live with.
These combined actions will help small
business to move ahead to create the eco-
nomic revolutions that will lead us into the

21st century.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
September 29, 1992.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the National
Institute of Building Sciences
September 29, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the requirements of

section 809 of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974, as amended (12
U.S.C. 1701j–2(j)), I transmit herewith the
15th annual report of the National Institute

of Building Sciences for fiscal year 1991.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
September 29, 1992.

Remarks at the National Salute to the President and His Black
Appointees
September 30, 1992

The President. Thank you very much.
Josh, thank you, Josh Smith.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you, Josh Smith,
and all of you. Thank you very much, Josh,
and thank all of you. My heavens, 27 dif-
ferent States, I’m told, represented here
by all of you. Josh, I can’t begin to thank
you, not only for your friendship and loyal
support but your service to the Govern-
ment, to the people, I would put it that
way, and also for your outstanding commit-
ment to small business and your own ac-
complishments in that field.

I also want to acknowledge Josh’s wife,
Jackie Jones-Smith, who is the Chairman
of the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion; my old friend Milton Bins here, chair-
man of the Council of 100. Kay James from
the Office of National Drug Control Policy
gave up an awful lot to move over there
to fight this drug scourge, and I’m very
proud of her.

Reverend Thad Garrett, we all know
Thad. He ought to be praying more and

talking less out there on the campaign—
[laughter]—I need that, I’ll tell you. But
somebody once gave me a little rug, and
it said, ‘‘What would we do without
friends?’’ I am grateful that Thad and so
many others out here are true and loyal
friends. When the going is tough, they’re
hanging in there.

I want to salute Fred Brown, the chair-
man of the National Council of Black Re-
publicans. I was very grateful to Reverend
Larry Haygood for that invocation, for his
leadership in education, for his commitment
and faith. Thank you, sir, for coming and
for doing that.

Of course, I can’t say too much about
Lou Sullivan. I love it when we talk about
genuine health care reform for this country.
He summarized it in his remarks there, giv-
ing me the credit. But he’s out there on
the cutting edge. When a paper like the
New York Times, which has not been overly
friendly to me this year—[laughter]—points
out that we’ve got a sound, or the best of the
health care reform programs out there,
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why, I’m very grateful to Lou. He’s tireless
in taking the message across the country,
and he’s leading this, the largest Govern-
ment bureau, with such distinction and
honor. I tell you, we’re lucky to have him
in the Government.
Ginger is not clapping too hard. Maybe she
wants him back; I don’t know. But neverthe-
less. [Laughter]

May I salute Gary Franks, distinguished
Member of Congress. I don’t see him, but
I know he’s here. Where’s Gary? Well, he’s
not here. All right, he’s late. [Laughter]
He’s to be here; Andy Ireland, a Member
of the United States Congress, with us here
today, too.

I want to single out a warrior. Some of
you know her just by seeing her on tele-
vision. Some of you know her for seeing
her at my side as I climb on the helicopter
or Air Force One or go to take on some
political debate. And I’m talking about Mar-
lin’s able deputy, Judy Smith, who is stand-
ing right over here. Judy, I don’t want this
to come out wrong, but you talk about tough
women. [Laughter] I mean, she is strong,
and in a wonderful way. She takes it and
can dish it out just as well. It is tough out
there in that press arena. But boy, she’s
doing a superb job for me and I think for
the country because she gets out our posi-
tion on fundamental issues that are impor-
tant to the Nation.

Let me just talk for a few minutes. I’m
off to Wisconsin in a few minutes and then
to New Jersey. So I want to just talk a
little bit about the concerns that we share
about the future of this great country, about
the choice that we have in shaping that
future. I will spare you a stemwinding politi-
cal oration, but I will just point out that
we’ve got a great task before us, and the
differences are clear. With the end of the
cold war that Reverend Haygood very gen-
erously referred to, now we’ve got to turn
our attention to winning the new global eco-
nomic competition.

The other side is telling us everything
that’s wrong about the economy, and I’ll
accept my share of the blame. But we’re
caught up in something worldwide. And any
fair-minded observer knows that it’s not just
the United States that’s had difficult eco-
nomic times. It’s England. It’s France. It’s

Canada. It’s Germany now. A lot of coun-
tries in this, and we have the strongest econ-
omy of all of them. It’s my objective to
make it even stronger. I call that winning
the peace, for only then will we keep the
promise of opportunity that is the birthright
of every American. I am proud of the fact
that our kids go to bed at night without
that same fear of nuclear weapons that their
predecessors had. This is, I think, a signifi-
cant accomplishment, and I salute everyone
in our administration that worked to help
end that nuclear nightmare.

But now we’ve got to do the same thing,
apply that same leadership, and lift this
country up. You know, the Governor, Gov-
ernor Clinton, and I offer very different
choices. They’re really based on very dif-
ferent philosophies, different experience.
He’s spent most of his life in government.
He believes that government, kind of a
Washington elite, should take the lead in
shaping the economy. He uses the word
‘‘investing’’: investing your money, that’s
taxpayers’ money, more wisely than you can
as entrepreneurs and individuals.

Well, that’s not the way I see it at all.
Like so many of you, I’ve spent exactly 50
percent of my adult life in business and
50 percent in government. Not with the
sparkling success that some in this room
have had as business people, but neverthe-
less, I understand it. I built a business from
the ground up. I met a payroll, created
jobs, and worked for a living. I happen to
think that that is a good qualification for
being President of the United States, be-
cause I believe it’s a prospering small busi-
ness or large business environment that’s
going to do more to help people. Put it
this way, a job in the private sector is going
to do more to help people than Government
programs can.

I learned in that private sector what many
of you not only have learned but have mas-
tered: what makes an economy grow. It is
not central planning, quote, ‘‘investing,’’ un-
quote, the taxpayers’ money. It is not the
people who take your taxes and spend them.
It is you who make the economy grow,
ordinary men and women with the extraor-
dinary dreams who have the grit to make
those dreams real. And I’m very
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grateful to what Josh does in taking this
message of small business out around this
country.

That understanding is really at the heart
of what Larry Haygood again referred to
as the Agenda for American Renewal. I talk
about the global economy and then what
we’re going to do now to be the lead. We
are the only remaining military superpower.
We have the strongest economy; I want to
help make it stronger. I want to see us
become an export superpower as well. To
do this, we’ve got to unleash the energy,
the brainpower of our workers and our en-
trepreneurs, and again, particularly in small
business because this is the area that em-
ploys the most and takes the risks and cre-
ates the new opportunities.

I want to encourage investment so that
wages rise and those unemployment lines
shrink. That’s why I’m helping small busi-
ness in particular and, hopefully, all busi-
ness in general. We unveiled a good small
business program the other day down in
North Carolina. I’ll just touch on a couple
of points: Reducing the corporate tax rate
for small business 15 percent to 10 percent;
increasing the amount of equipment that
small business can expense, and thus that
would create more jobs and new opportuni-
ties; simplifying the tax filing. Most small-
business people know that the onerous re-
porting for tax purposes takes too many
work hours, too many people hours, and
we’re trying to change that. Then, of course,
I still feel that to stimulate risk-taking, the
reduction in the capital gains is very, very
important, bringing people into the enter-
prise zones in the minority areas; a reduc-
tion in capital gains, a break on that will
help attract jobs to the areas that need it
the very most.

So to the business people here, we are
trying to streamline so you won’t have to
be second-guessed back here in Washington
by some bureaucratic establishment. And
that’s why we’ve put an end to the Federal
regulations that turn redtape into pink slips.
We just put out a moratorium on them.
We’re going to go forward with safety and
health; obviously we have to do that. But
we’ve got a moratorium, a blanket on new
regulations, recognizing that there is too
much control and regulation on the back

of the small entrepreneur and the small-
business person.

We really do want to do what Lou was
talking about, and that is to make health
insurance available to everyone. We want
to make health care more accessible and
more affordable for everyone. That’s why
we’re all—have our shoulders to the wheel,
fighting for health care reform without bur-
dening small businesses with expensive new
mandates and more payroll taxes.

Our program is good. It keeps the quality
of American health care where it belongs,
number one in the entire world, and still
says to those who cannot get insurance,
we’re going to make it available to you
through pooling, and also we’re going to
reduce the costs. We’re doing something
about these crazy malpractice suits and also
doing something about lifting the regulatory
burden and streamlining the operating
processes of our health care system.

So we’ve got a good program there, and
I hope that it’ll get the kind of support
in the very next Congress that we need
to have it enacted into law.

I want to reward the risktakers who bring
capital and jobs to our inner cities; I
touched on that. But it’s very interesting
to me that when we went to Los Angeles
in the wake of the South Central problems,
all the civic leaders there were saying we
must have enterprise zones. It’s an idea
whose time has come. We ought to try it
at the Federal level. So we’re fighting hard
to bring the enterprise zones into reality.

On issue after issue, you see the very
sharp differences between my opponent
and me, because he really does want a Gov-
ernment. He’s already proposed more taxes,
more spending, more regulations. He’s al-
ready proposed programs that would result
in the latter, in the last item, and tax plans
and spending plans that would tax at the
outset $150 billion more in taxes and $220
billion more in spending. It’s going to kill
off a lot of small business.

So we want to free up, instead, the genius
of American enterprise and initiative. This
is going to be one of the clearest distinctions
as people begin to really make up their
minds on this election.

Let me be clear: I am not anti-Govern-
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ment. Government must never shirk its re-
sponsibilities. The fine men and women
honored here today who I’ve been proud
to have at my side for the past 3 years
are a testament to the good work that Gov-
ernment can do. We believe it’s Govern-
ment’s role to create opportunity, though,
and not stifle it, and to clear the path for
individual accomplishment, not to block it;
to facilitate, not to dictate. Together, we
believe that there is no room in our country,
and I want to repeat this here, for discrimi-
nation of any kind whatsoever. As long as
I am President, I am going to do absolutely
everything I can in my power to drive big-
otry and anti-Semitism and racism from our
great land.

You know, I hope you know that I have
strong feelings about this. Lou and Josh
and I were talking. I’m not sure the Amer-
ican people know how strongly I feel about
this. That’s one of the reasons I hope we
get these debates on. We’ve proposed four
debates with the Governor. Let him step
up now and debate. We’ve accepted his
formula for two of them, and so, we’ll have
an opportunity there without any filters,
without any Monday morning quarterbacks
telling you what you thought you heard,
to take the case directly to the American
people.

I’ve tried in my public life—like support-
ing fair housing when I was a Member of
Congress from Texas and fighting for I think
decent civil rights legislation, whether it’s
the ADA bill or an antidiscriminatory civil
rights bill. I think we got, and others here
have mentioned this very generously, an ex-
cellent record of appointing officials on the
content of their character and their com-
petence to positions of high authority in
the Government. I am proud of what both
Josh and Lou talked about, to have ap-
pointed a higher percentage of blacks and
women in the history of the Presidency to
important positions.

Some are here with us today: Gwen King
at the Social Security Commission, who is
now going on to new pursuits. I mentioned
Kay James, who served with such distinction
in several capacities. Some are nonpolitical.
I think it’s a wonderful thing that Colin
Powell is the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs.
I don’t know anything about his politics,

and I couldn’t care less. I know something
about his character, though. I know some-
thing about his ability, though. I know
something of how it is when he’s making
tough, tough decisions regarding the life
of somebody else’s son and daughter, and
that’s all I need to know in selecting the
best Chairman of the Joint Chiefs.

Connie Newman, we all know her, how
she served with great distinction in this ad-
ministration; and a most beloved figure,
Joyce Berry. I mentioned Lou, of course.
I mentioned Josh for the Commission. But
we’ve got others, Carla Hills, Antonia
Novello, Lynn Martin, Bernadine Healy, all
women in high-level positions. I’m proud
of Wayne Budd over at Justice. You talk
abut a tough assignment, there’s a decent
man and a man of honor, fulfilling an ex-
traordinarily tough assignment over at the
Department of Justice. My old friend Art
Fletcher is head of the Commission.

Let me tell you something: I am not going
to let the political diatribes going on out
there and attacks coming out of some radi-
cal groups diminish the pride I take in hav-
ing appointed Clarence Thomas to the Su-
preme Court. So let others try to smear
a decent man. I’m standing with him. He’s
going to be a great Justice. You watch. You
just wait. He’s just beginning. He’s going
to be outstanding.

So we’re here to salute all of you—I came
over to do that—and to thank you, those
in Government, for serving and serving with
integrity. I’ll tell you something: Our admin-
istration has been a clean administration.
You look back over your shoulders. We
haven’t had scandals because we have hon-
orable men and women who sacrifice to
serve their country. I’m proud of each and
every one of you. And in terms of those
others who are out in the private sector
employing people, creating opportunity, liv-
ing the American dream, I salute you as
well. We want to facilitate what you’re
doing, not get Government in the way and
make it tougher.

So this is the message we’ll be taking
to the American people, and I believe we’re
going to get this job done. It has not been
a very pleasant political year for Barbara
Bush and me; I’ll have to confess that.
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Indeed, I’ve been around the political track
for a long time, and I’ve never seen quite
the anger and the ugliness in the political
process, the willingness to twist and distort
and make things ugly. But it’s worth it; you
know it. It is worth it because we have
accomplished a lot for this country. We’ve
accomplished a lot on the world scene as
well. Now I want to finish the job, finish

the job by bringing opportunity and hope
to all Americans, and I am very grateful
to each and every one of you.

Thank you, and now off to the political
wars. May God bless the United States of
America. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 9:23 a.m. at
the J.W. Marriott Hotel.

Remarks to the Law Enforcement Community in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin
September 30, 1992

Thank you all on this beautiful day in
Oshkosh. I am delighted to be here. I want
to thank the Mayor and ask that he not
send the bill—[laughter]—but thank him
for the presentation. And I am very, very
grateful to the men and women in law en-
forcement who are standing here, Officer
DeBraska and Paul Bucher particularly,
were up here speaking. It’s also an honor
to be introduced by one of the Nation’s
great, Governor Tommy Thompson. You’re
lucky out here, and I hope you know it.

But I am very honored and pleased to
receive the endorsement of Wisconsin’s law
enforcement community: the State troop-
ers, the Sheriffs Department Association,
the Military Police Association, the Milwau-
kee Police Association.

You know, keeping our neighborhoods
safe and secure is one of the fundamental
responsibilities of government. It takes a
tough, no-nonsense approach, one that puts
our sympathy with the victims of crime,
not with the criminals. After all, hard time
is what criminals should get, not the inno-
cent kids and older Americans who have
to live in fear of violence. In this election,
two candidates are talking tough on crime,
but just one candidate is taking action. All
I ask, and will be asking the American peo-
ple in these debates if the other guy ever
shows up—[laughter]—is look at the
record.

Look at the record. Arkansas ranks near
the bottom in every important per capita
law enforcement expenditure: for prisons,
46th in the Nation; for judicial and legal

systems, 50th; and when it comes to spend-
ing for police officers, Arkansas ranks 49th.
Since 1989, we’ve proposed a 59-percent
increase in Federal spending to fight crime.

Here’s another snapshot on the Arkansas
situation: Last year under Governor Clin-
ton, Arkansas’ criminals on average served
just one-fifth of their sentence before they
were back out on the street. They did crime,
and then they serve one-fifth of the time.
That is not right. And let me contrast that
with the Federal inmates, the ones who
fall under the Federal jurisdiction, my juris-
diction: Arkansas one-fifth of the time, and
the Federal prisons an average 85 percent
of their full sentence. A big difference in
favor of the police officers, in favor of the
victims of crime.

Crime is one more issue, one more area
where the Governor of Arkansas cannot
kind of slickly talk his way past his record.
If you want to know who’s really tough on
crime, look around you here today. Look
at the people that are out on the front line,
putting their lives at risk for you and me
every single day. That’s who we ought to
support, not worrying about how kind we
want to be to these criminals.

And speaking of those who are on the
front line, I was delighted—take a look at
the Fraternal Order of Police in Little Rock,
Arkansas. They’ve lived with Governor Clin-
ton for 12 years, and they know his record
best. And they endorsed me for President
of the United States.

To you who put your lives on the line
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