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faced some very difficult decisions. That’s
what you pay me to do. And yes, I’ve made
some mistakes. When I make a mistake,
I’ll admit it. But I believe I’ve been a good
leader. I’ve tried to make the tough calls.
I’ve tried to make the tough calls, willing
to tell people not what they want to hear
but what they need to hear. And I stand
before you today asking for your support
so that we can get to work with a new
Congress to fix the problems that stand in
the way of this country, and so that we
reform our health care system, that we lit-
erally reinvent our schools, so that we can
retrain workers from one generation and
create jobs for the next, and so that we
can cut Government spending and cut taxes
to get this economy moving again, and so
that we can limit terms of Members of the
Congress and give Government back to the

people.
If you’re looking for a leader of experi-

ence and ideas, a leader who shares your
values, a leader who knows that America’s
heartbeat can be found not in Washington
but in places like Clearwater and Largo and
St. Pete and Tampa, then I hope I can
count on your support on November 3d.

Thank you all very, very much. And may
God bless the United States of America.
Thank you all. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 9:25 a.m. at
the On Top of the World community. In
his remarks, he referred to Sidney Colen,
chairman of the community’s board; Sandra
Mortham, Florida State representative; actor
Gerald McRaney; and Al Austin, chairman,
Hillsborough County Victory ’92.

Remarks to the Community in Fort Lauderdale, Florida
October 3, 1992

The President. Thank you, Colonel Bud
Day, and thank all of you for being here.
Let me also single out two Floridians:
Jeanie Austin, who is the cochairman of
the Republican National Committee, a
great daughter of Florida with us today;
and also the man I want to see elected
to the United States Senate, Bill Grant, a
good Congressman, a good man. And may
I salute Guy Sanchez and Commander
Donald Feak; and also a couple of friends
of mine that came up on the plane, Andy
Mill and Chris Evert, two of Fort Lauder-
dale’s favorites over here. May I thank Ger-
ald McRaney, a man of principle, who’s
campaigning. I’m glad to have ‘‘Major Dad’’
on my side, I’ll tell you.

I’m sure some of you young ones are
wondering what this is. This thing is a TBF
Avenger. And I remember the first time
I saw one of these. I could hardly wait
to try it out. And then my flight instructor
told me a curious aerodynamic fact. When
the thing was loaded, it could fall faster
than it can fly. I proved that a couple of
times out in the Pacific flying one of these
things. I took my flight training right here
at Fort Lauderdale. It was quite a few years
ago.

I am very pleased to be here to talk about
the——

Audience members. Where was Bill?
Where was Bill? Where was Bill?

The President. I am very pleased to be
here to talk about the choice for this No-
vember. This campaign, like every cam-
paign, is about a simple question: What kind
of America do you want for the young peo-
ple that are here today?

My opponent likes to tear America down.
He says that we are, in his words, ‘‘south
of Germany, heading toward Sri Lanka.’’
Well, maybe he ought to talk to a few folks
in Germany or Asia, and they’ll remind him
of a few facts: Our people are the best
educated. Our economy is still the most
dynamic, and our workers the most produc-
tive. America is the greatest economic su-
perpower the world has seen. I intend to
keep it that way and make it better. I don’t
like Governor Clinton tearing down the
United States of America.

Audience members. We want Bush! We
want Bush! We want Bush!

The President. I have laid out a compre-
hensive Agenda for American Renewal. It’s
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a comprehensive, integrated agenda to cre-
ate, right here in the United States, the
world’s very first $10 trillion economy. You
go with my plan, and we can do just that.

Here’s what we’ve got to do. We’ve got
to look forward, to open new markets for
our products because that’s the way we’re
going to create new jobs and better wages
for our workers. My agenda charts a way
to prepare our young people to excel in
math and English and science because
that’s the way our kids will beat the socks
off the Germans and the Japanese in eco-
nomic competition. This agenda provides
ways to strengthen the American family be-
cause families are the foundation of our
Nation. I’m going to keep on talking about
strengthening the family. And as the colonel
said, Governor Clinton wants to gut our
military forces. He wants to cut $60 billion
beyond what my military experts say is re-
sponsible.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. My agenda cuts defense,

but only so far, because the only way Amer-
ica can stay safe is for America to stay
strong. The reason we whipped Saddam
Hussein is we stayed strong.

So here’s what I’m fighting for, is to re-
invent American education and give every
parent the right to choose the best school
for their kids, public, private, or religious;
to reform our crazy legal system. We’ve got
too many crazy lawsuits, and it is time that
we sue each other less and care for each
other more in this country.

With the help of that new Congress, I’m
determined to cut the size of Government,
because Government is too big and spends
too much of your money. I want to limit,
limit the terms—

Audience member. Clean the House!
The President. That’s a good idea. The

man says, ‘‘Clean House!’’ Wait a minute,
I’ll tell you how to do it.

Audience members. Clean the House!
Clean the House! Clean the House!

The President. We need to do that, I’ll
tell you. We need to do that, and one thing
we need to do is limit the terms for the
Members of Congress and give Congress
back to the people. The President’s terms
are limited; limit the Congress.

These are just some of the things I’m
fighting for. But while I’m talking about

the future, Governor Clinton only wants to
talk about the past.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Clinton only wants to talk
about the past. I say, if you want to talk
about the past, take a look at Arkansas.
These are good people, good, honorable,
patriotic Americans, and they’ve had a bad
leader. The more you know about him, the
more you’ll understand: Bill Clinton is
wrong for America.

You know, he says he’s for civil rights,
but Arkansas doesn’t even have a basic civil
rights law. He says he’s for a clean environ-
ment, but the Institute of Southern Studies
ranked Arkansas the 50th in environmental
policies, right down to the bottom.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Governor Clinton would

want us to believe he can walk on water.
And maybe he can, over there in Arkansas
in those rivers, they’re so polluted. The
Governor says he’s tough on crime, but
under him, Arkansas’s crime rate has gone
right through the roof, has risen 2 times
faster than the Nation’s. You don’t have
to take my word for it. Ask the police offi-
cers who know Bill Clinton the best, the
people in Little Rock. The police officers
in Little Rock have endorsed me for Presi-
dent of the United States.

Let me talk for just a minute about the
economy. We’ve been through some tough
economic times. But understand, we’re
being affected by a global economic slow-
down. Our competitors in Europe would
trade places with the United States in a
minute. And yet, Governor Clinton offers
for America this kind of European social
welfare state with bigger Government and
higher taxes. And we don’t need it.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Don’t listen to what he’s

saying today. He is wanting to slap more
taxes on the middle class.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Let me give you the facts.

He is proposing at least $150 billion in new
taxes and at least $220 billion in new spend-
ing. ‘‘Don’t worry,’’ he says, ‘‘I’ll take it all
from the rich. I’ll take it all from those who
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are the top 2 percent.’’
But the problem is this: To get all the

money he needs for that plan he’s come
up with, the $150 billion that he’s promised
in new taxes, Governor Clinton would have
to get his money from every individual with
taxable income over $36,600. And to pay
for his other promises, he’ll have to sock
it to the cab drivers, the teachers, the
nurses, and the day-to-day citizens. And we
can’t let him do that.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. He wants the middle class

to sweat more and send it to the IRS. I
say his ideas deserve a cold shower. Do
not give him a chance.

You know, we had some television ads
on, exposing the truth about who’s going
to pay for all Governor Clinton’s promises,
and then he gets mad. Even today he’s got
a new ad on television trying to fog the
issue. He’s scared that you’re going to find
out the truth before November 3d.

His economic plan does not add up.
Someone is going to have to foot the bill,
and Governor Clinton says it won’t be the
middle class. But you cannot raise $150 bil-
lion in taxes and pay for at least $220 billion
in new spending without touching the mid-
dle class. Middle class taxpayers believe that
Governor Clinton won’t touch their pay-
checks like they believe that Hurricane An-
drew was a gentle spring shower. We cannot
let him touch the middle class on taxes.

Now, you see he’s got a habit of never
trying to take a position on a tough issue.
I’ve finally figured out why he compares
himself to Elvis. The minute he has to take
a stand on something, he starts wiggling.
One day he looks right in with those blue
eyes into the camera and says he’s not going
to run for President of the United States;
the next thing you know, he announces his
campaign. One day he says he’s for a good
trade agreement that we want, the North
American free trade agreement, and then
he says, ‘‘I haven’t made up my mind yet.’’
One day he says the middle class deserves
a tax break; the next day he’s piling up
spending programs that the middle class
have to pay for.

Just 2 days ago in Wisconsin, he read
a speech on foreign policy. It sort of sound-
ed like a college term paper. Governor Clin-

ton said, and I quote—this has to do with
the war in Iraq—he said, ‘‘I supported the
President when it became necessary to evict
Saddam Hussein from Kuwait.’’ He said
that the other day. But last year, here’s
what he said, ‘‘I guess I would have voted
with the majority if it was a close vote,
but I agree with the arguments that the
minority made.’’

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. This is crazy. You cannot

act like that as a Commander in Chief. This
guy couldn’t remember in detail that he
didn’t inhale 20 years ago, and he can’t
remember what came out of his mouth 20
minutes ago. I think we’ve discovered a new
disease: Clintonesia. [Laughter] The symp-
toms: weak knees, sweaty palms, and an
incredible desire to say anything on all sides
of every issue, depending on who you are
trying to please.

So let me just comment about the young
people here. You cannot keep everybody
happy. You’ve got to call them as you see
them. You’ve got to make tough decisions.
We better not replace the American eagle
with a chameleon in the White House. We
still have some very tough problems both
at home and abroad. I don’t think that we
ought to put our bet on a leader with no
experience and a sorry record in his home
State.

You know, this place is special for me. I
mention it because this is where I took that
final flight training before I went overseas,
at the old Naval Air Station here. I was just
a kid. I was 19 at the time. Maybe that’s
why I’ve never forgotten the lessons that
military service teaches. It shaped my char-
acter, and I hope that that service to country
has made me a better Commander in Chief,
because I respect our military and the veter-
ans. I respect the military. I do not loathe
them, as Governor Clinton said in that fa-
mous letter. I respect them. I support the
veterans, and we have a special trust with
the veterans. We must protect them, and
we will always stand beside the brave men
and women who stood up for their country.
And by the way, I do believe that serving
in uniform is a good criterion for being
Commander in Chief of the Armed
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Forces.
No, the question between our Agenda

for American Renewal and the Clinton plan
is like night and day. But the fundamental
points are two: One, I don’t believe we’re
a country south of Germany and just above
Sri Lanka. I believe we are the best, fairest,
most decent country on the face of the
Earth, and I will never tear down America.

The last point relates to trust. I believe
when people go into that voting booth,
they’re going to ask themselves the ques-
tion: Who do I trust to the privilege, the
honor, the duty of serving the United States
of America as President? I hope I have

earned your trust. Barbara and I have
worked very, very hard, and I ask for your
support for 4 more years.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

Note: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. at
Hollywood International Airport. In his re-
marks, he referred to Col. George (Bud)
Day, Congressional Medal of Honor recipi-
ent; Guy Sanchez, representative of VFW
Post 11297; Donald P. Feak, commander of
VFW Post 1966; downhill skier Andy Mill;
and tennis champion Chris Evert.

Remarks to the Community in Orlando, Florida
October 3, 1992

The President. Thank you very much. All
right, you guys, thank you. Thank you very
much.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. What a fantastic rally. And
let me say, I’ve got great respect for Pat
Williams. Wasn’t he great up there, I’ll tell
you, giving us that warm introduction. As
for Gerald McRaney, ‘‘Major Dad,’’ he’s
been a great campaigner, and I’m proud
to have him at our side. I want to salute
Congressman Bill McCollum. I’m not sure
he made it. But he’s a good man, and he
obviously—if we had more like him, they
wouldn’t be yelling ‘‘Clean House!’’ all the
time. But we’ve got the answer to cleaning
House in John Mica and Bill Tolley with
us here today. We’ve got Bill Grant running
for the Senate. More like that and we are
going to get a real advantage here in the
Congress and change America. Help me
clean House. Thank you, everybody, for this
great welcome. It’s wonderful to be back
in this City of Light, this City Beautiful.

Before I begin, let me just make a serious
comment on what happened in Tampa this
morning. We were followed out of town
by a tornado which devastated some resi-
dential areas, tragically killed four people.
On behalf of Barbara and me, our hearts
and prayers go out to the family and the

victims and all others whose homes were
in that tornado’s path. We’ve seen, and I
saw it again today in Homestead, that Flo-
ridians are strong and good people. You’ve
had your fair share of natural disasters, and
I want to just express my concern and say,
Florida’s fighting back. Never make a mis-
take about that.

I might say, on a brighter note, I am
very pleased that we have reached agree-
ment with the Clinton campaign to hold
three Presidential debates beginning next
Sunday. I look forward to going head-on-
head with Governor Clinton and Ross
Perot. I’m especially pleased that Americans
will be able to compare our ideas side by
side without any media filter and get the
facts and the truth to the American people.
I didn’t go to Oxford, so I’m not the world’s
greatest debater. But I know how to tell
the truth, and that may make a difference.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Let me say this. This elec-
tion and what we’ll be putting in perspective
in the debates out there is asking the rhetor-
ical question: What kind of an America do
you want for the young people here today?
My opponent rips our country down and
says that we’re a nation in decline, some-
where between Germany and Sri
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