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Oct. 23 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

Statement on Signing the Wild Bird Conservation Act of 1992
October 23, 1992

I am signing into law H.R. 5013, the
‘‘Wild Bird Conservation Act of 1992.’’ I
take great pleasure in signing this Act be-
cause it promotes the conservation of wild
exotic birds and provides for other measures
related to fish and wildlife conservation. It
also demonstrates our global leadership in
the protection and conservation of wildlife.

Over the past 4 years, my Administration
has played a strong role in the development
of a world conservation strategy. The
United States is a long-standing member
of the Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES). This Act provides an impor-
tant mechanism for the United States to
implement the decisions and resolutions
agreed to under CITES. Other nations, in-
cluding those within the European Commu-
nity, have also acted to regulate imports
of exotic wild birds whose populations may
be detrimentally affected by trade.

Furthermore, this Act authorizes the Sec-
retary of the Interior to support the man-
agement efforts of other nations in the con-
servation of their wild birds. Funds to assist

these countries will be made available
through the Exotic Bird Conservation Fund
established by this Act.

Our action here exemplifies our commit-
ment to wildlife conservation around the
world. By strengthening our wildlife import
policies and by encouraging the wildlife
management programs of other countries,
this Act will help to prevent any further
decimation of wild bird populations.

I commend the bipartisan leadership of
the House Merchant Marine and Fisheries
Committee as well as a broad range of
groups, including conservation organiza-
tions, importers, scientists, breeders, hu-
mane organizations, and the pet industry,
for working with the Administration on this
legislation.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
October 23, 1992.

Note: H.R. 5013, approved October 23, was
assigned Public Law No. 102–440.

Statement on Signing Legislation Establishing Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month
October 23, 1992

Today I am signing into law H.R. 5572,
which designates May of each year as
‘‘Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.’’
In May 1990, I was proud to extend Asian
Pacific American Heritage Week to a full
month celebration. Therefore, I am pleased
to have the Congress join me in recognizing
the important contributions of Asian Pacific
Americans and the impact of their distinct
and dynamic cultures on our great Nation.

As President I have witnessed poignant
and difficult times for Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans, but I know the tremendous value of
Asian Pacific Americans to this country.
Much as others who have come to our

shores, Asian Pacific Americans came here
seeking freedom and yearning for the
American Dream. And like other immi-
grants, Asian Pacific Americans are finding
it—in the arts, in business, in science, in
public service—across the spectrum of
achievement. I am pleased to pay tribute
to the significant contributions of Asian Pa-
cific Americans.

GEORGE BUSH
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The White House,
October 23, 1992.

Note: H.R. 5572, approved October 23, was
assigned Public Law No. 102–450.

Remarks on Signing the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992 in Miami,
Florida
October 23, 1992

The President. Thank you very, very
much. And may I thank Armando for that
warm introduction and all of you for this
reception. I am very, very pleased to be
here. It’s great to be among so many
friends. This is a very special day, and we’ve
got one standing up here who deserves very
special credit, our great Senator Connie
Mack. And also a great friend, Congressman
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, joined in the Congress
now by Lincoln, Lincoln Diaz-Balart. And
may I salute the veterans of the 2506 Bri-
gade who are here, heroes of America and
heroes in your homeland. Tomas Garcia
Fuste and Armando Perez Roura, Ariel
Ramos. Of course, let me recognize another
old friend, Carlos Salman, and Al Cardenas
and Jorge Mas. Where’s Jorge? Hey, Jorge
is the only guy that can take on that ‘‘60
Minutes’’ crowd and come out ahead. You
know, that was very good. [Laughter] He
did. He did just great, and he’s one of the
key forces, of course, as so many in this
room, but he was one of the very key forces
behind this Cuban Democracy Act. And let
me offer a very special recognition to the
representatives of La Unidad, champions
of a free Cuba.

Now, we share a history, a commitment
to struggle. We’ve worked years toward this
single goal, common dream, because every-
one here wants a free and democratic Cuba.
Today I am delighted to take the next step
toward that dream with the Cuban Democ-
racy Act of 1992. Our policies and principles
rest on a single belief: For freedom to rise
in Cuba, Fidel Castro must fall.

Audience members. Viva Bush! Viva Bush!
Viva Bush!

The President. In today’s democratic
world, Communist governments no longer
hold sway. Cuba’s special relationship with
the former Soviet Union has all but ended.
And we’ve worked to ensure that no other

government helps this, the cruelest of re-
gimes. And the result: Literally, you look
around the world and you see that Castro
has literally become an outcast among dic-
tators. He’s not a leader; he’s what you call
a warden. His beaches are not borders but
his confines of freedom. And the tide is
running out. For years, this Cuban commu-
nity has energized Miami. Someday free-
dom-loving people will change that island
for the better, just like America has changed
the entire world. And none of us should
rest and relax until we stop those who mock
the rights that we treasure, rights of speech
and religion and assembly and economic
freedom.

One hundred years ago, the Abraham
Lincoln of Cuba, the great patriot José
Martı́, said simply, ‘‘To beautify life is to
give it an aim.’’ To beautify life is to give
it an aim. And I agree with that. Our aim
is human liberty.

Audience members. Viva Bush! Viva Bush!
Viva Bush!

The President. People are choosing liberty
all over the world by their votes. The Cuban
people deserve no less. That’s why this
Cuban Democracy Act strengthens our em-
bargo. It will speed the inevitable demise
of the Cuban Castro dictatorship. The legis-
lation that I sign today reflects our deter-
mination, mine and yours, that the Cuban
Government will not benefit from U.S.
trade or aid until the Cuban people are
free. And it reflects another belief: I’m not
going to let others prop up Castro with
aid or some sweetheart trade deal.

All of this is not designed to hurt the
Cuban people. I am saddened by their suf-
fering and loss of freedom. Many of you in
this room have families there, and I’m sad-
dened by families that are split apart and
sons and daughters lost at sea. Let’s make it
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