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Statement on Signing the Arkansas-Idaho Land Exchange Act of
1992
November 2, 1992

Today I am pleased to sign into law S.
2572, the ‘‘Arkansas-Idaho Land Exchange
Act of 1992.’’ My approval of this bill enacts
the Administration’s proposal to benefit our
Nation’s wetlands through an equal value
exchange of lands in the States of Arkansas
and Idaho between the United States and
the Potlatch Corporation.

This exchange will add nearly 41,000
acres to the Cache River and White River
National Wildlife Refuges. The Refuges, to-
gether with nearby State conservation areas,
protect nearly 185,000 acres of wetlands,
one of only ten areas in the Nation recog-
nized internationally as a ‘‘Wetland of Inter-
national Importance.’’ The United States
has only a handful of such large wetland
conservation areas and few if any opportuni-
ties for establishing new ones.

The lands to be protected as part of the
National Wildlife Refuge System contain
some of the most productive fish and wild-
life habitat in North America. The area pro-
vides wintering habitat for a variety of mi-
gratory waterfowl and is home for a number
of threatened or endangered species, in-
cluding the bald eagle and the least tern.

In exchange for this environmentally sen-
sitive land, the Potlatch Corporation will
receive scattered tracts of Federal land in
Idaho. The company will then be able to
use the land to create jobs and expand the
local tax base, making money available for
important local tasks, such as education and
economic development. This transfer of
land to private ownership is crucial in a
State like Idaho where much of the land
is federally owned.

Protection of such wetland areas has been
a high priority of my Administration, and
enactment of this proposal clearly dem-
onstrates our commitment to the environ-
ment. This Act enhances not only our envi-
ronment, but also our economy, underscor-
ing my strong belief that we can and must
do both.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
November 2, 1992.

Note: S. 2572, approved November 2, was
assigned Public Law No. 102–584.

Remarks in Houston on the Results of the Presidential Election
November 3, 1992

The President. Thank you. Thank you
very, very much. Hey, listen, we’ve got to
get going. Thank you. Thank you very
much. Hey, listen, you guys.

Audience members. Thank you, George!
Thank you, George! Thank you, George!

The President. Hey, thank you very much.
Look, thank you so much. Well, here’s the
way I see it. Here’s the way we see it and
the country should see it, that the people
have spoken. And we respect the majesty
of the democratic system.

I just called Governor Clinton over in
Little Rock and offered my congratulations.

He did run a strong campaign. I wish him
well in the White House. And I want the
country to know that our entire administra-
tion will work closely with his team to en-
sure the smooth transition of power. There
is important work to be done, and America
must always come first. So we will get be-
hind this new President and wish him well.

To all who voted for us, voted for me
here, especially here, but all across the
country, thank you for your support. We
have fought the good fight, and we’ve kept
the faith. And I believe I have upheld the
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honor of the Presidency of the United
States. Now I ask that we stand behind
our new President. Regardless of our dif-
ferences, all Americans share the same pur-
pose: to make this, the world’s greatest na-
tion, more safe and more secure and to
guarantee every American a shot at the
American dream.

I would like to thank so many of you
who have worked beside me to improve
America and to literally change the world.
Let me thank our great Vice President, Dan
Quayle. You know, in the face of a tremen-
dous pounding, he stood for what he be-
lieves in. He will always have my profound
gratitude and certainly my respect.

I would like to salute so many that did
special work: Rich Bond up at the RNC;
Bob Teeter, who ran the campaign; Bob
Mosbacher; our entire campaign team.
They’ve run a valiant effort in a very, very
difficult year. I also want to salute the mem-
bers of the Cabinet, all of whom who have
served this Nation with honor, with integ-
rity, and with great distinction. And I would
like to single out two leaders who represent
the ideal in public service. Together they’ve
helped lead the world through a period of
unprecedented transition. I’m talking, of
course, about my National Security Adviser,
Brent Scowcroft, and my good friend and
fellow Texan, our Secretary of State, Jim
Baker.

Finally, of course, I want to thank my
entire family, with a special emphasis on
a woman named Barbara. She’s inspired this
entire Nation, and I think the country will

always be grateful.
But tonight is really not a night for

speeches. But I want to share a special mes-
sage with the young people of America. You
see, I remain absolutely convinced that we
are a rising nation. We have been in an
extraordinarily difficult period. But do not
be deterred, kept away from public service
by the smoke and fire of a campaign year
or the ugliness of politics. As for me, I’m
going to serve and try to find ways to help
people. But I plan to get very active in
the grandchild business and in finding ways
to help others. But I urge you, the young
people of this country, to participate in the
political process. It needs your idealism. It
needs your drive. It needs your conviction.

And again, my thanks, my congratulations
to Governor Clinton; to his running mate,
Senator Gore. And a special thanks to each
and every one of you, many of you who
have been at my side in every single political
battle.

May God bless the United States of
America. Thank you very, very much. Thank
you so much. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 10:20 p.m. at
the Westin Galleria Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Rich Bond, chairman, Repub-
lican National Committee; Robert Teeter,
campaign chairman, Bush-Quayle ’92; and
Robert Mosbacher, general chairman, Bush-
Quayle ’92. These remarks were released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on Novem-
ber 4.

Remarks at a Welcome Home Ceremony
November 4, 1992

Thank you so very much. What a fantastic
welcome back. Maybe you didn’t read the
election returns; it didn’t work out quite
the way we wanted. This is a fantastic return
home, and it gives me a chance to just
say thank you all so very much. I know
most in one way or another have worked
here and contributed to this administration
of which I will always be extraordinarily

proud.
I see some leaders here from the Con-

gress. I especially want to thank Bob Dole.
If you heard him last night, that was a class
act. We have a great Cabinet, great top
officials, and then everybody else helping
out there. It means so much to Barbara
and me.

Now we will go inside, start readjusting.
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