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which requires that Iraq cooperate fully with
the ICRS. Regional organizations have also been
engaged—thus far to no avail—in trying to ob-
tain Iraqi compliance on the issue of detainees.
We continue to work for Iraqi compliance and
the release of all those detained in Iraq.

The United States and out allies continue to
press the Government of Iraq to return all prop-
erty and equipment removed from Kuwait by
Iraq. Iraq continues to withhold necessary co-
operation on these issues and to resist unquali-
fied ICRC access to detention facilities in Iraq.

We will continue to seek to maintain Iraq’s
territorial integrity. A future government that
represents all the people of Iraq and that is
committed to the territorial integrity and unity
of Iraq would be a stabilizing force in the Gulf
region. In this regard, we are encouraged by

recent efforts of the Iraq National Congress
(INC) to develop broad-based, indigenous oppo-
sition to the Baghdad regime. A democratic and
pluralistic government would be the best guar-
antor of the future of the Iraqi people.

My Administration does not seek to use force,
but we will not shrink from using force in self-
defense or as authorized by U.N. Security Coun-
cil resolutions to compel Iraq’s compliance with
their terms. I am grateful for the support of
the Congress for these efforts.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Nomination for Posts at the Treasury and Transportation Departments
March 22, 1993

The President announced today his intention
to nominate George Weise, the staff director
of the House Ways and Means Committee’s
Subcommittee on Trade, to be Commissioner
of the U.S. Customs Service, Department of
the Treasury; and Stephen Kaplan, the former
city attorney of Denver, to be General Counsel
for the Department of Transportation.

‘‘George Weise,’’ said the President, ‘‘is one
of this country’s leading experts on customs mat-
ters, with experience that few can match. I am

confident that he will work to make the Customs
Service a model of effectiveness and efficiency.’’

‘‘As Denver’s city attorney,’’ the President
added, ‘‘Stephen Kaplan served Federico Peña
with unparalleled dedication and professional-
ism. He will, I am sure, do no less here in
the Federal Government.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

The President’s News Conference
March 23, 1993

Russian Reforms and U.S. Economy

The President. Good afternoon. Before taking
your questions today I would like to speak very
briefly about some foreign and domestic issues.

First, I want to reiterate that the United
States supports the historic movement toward
democratic political reform in Russia. President
Yeltsin is the leader of that process. He is a
democratically elected national leader, indeed,

the first democratically elected President in a
thousand years of Russian history. He has
United States support, as do his reformed gov-
ernment and all reformers throughout Russia.
At this moment, Russia is in a constitutional
and political crisis. President Yeltsin proposes
to break the logjam by letting the people of
Russia decide on April 25th. That is an appro-
priate step in a democracy. Our interest is to
see that this process unfolds peacefully.
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