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the Democrats, the Republicans—28 times for
over $100 billion of exactly the same kind of
spending, usually for foreign aid purposes, with-
out blinking an eye. And so, do I think that
it was a mistake that they didn’t vote for it?
I do.

Now, if I had just come up and said, how
about adding $16 billion to the deficit this year,
they should have voted against that. But I didn’t
ask them to vote on it until we had adopted
a budget resolution in the Congress that re-
duced the deficit $514 billion over the next 5
years, including the $16 billion. I did not ask
them to vote to spend until they had voted
to cut. Now, I concede that I didn’t do a great
job of painting that picture, but that is a fact.
And you ought to write those fellows and ask
them how they’d feel about just the suggestion
that you made. Tell them to come up with that
program. We’ll see what we can do with it.

Q. Thank you.

Law Enforcement
Q. Thank you for waiting, Mr. President. I’m

a student journalist from Boston University. And
you’ve mentioned so far, in a couple different
contexts, that you’re interested in putting more
police officers on the streets. I was also con-
cerned and wondering that, in the same notion,
are you willing to create some kind of, I don’t
know—do you have a task force now that would
look into community relations between police
officers and the public? Because I’m from a
city and a neighborhood where some people
might feel safer with more police in the streets,
but a lot of people would actually be terrified
with more police in the streets.

The President. Well, I accept that. The answer
to your question is no, I haven’t thought about
that. Maybe I should think about it, but I
haven’t. But let me answer you in this way:
When I have talked about putting more police
officers on the street, I’ve always talked about

it with two things in mind. First of all, keep
in mind that in the last 30 years, there has
been a dramatic worsening in the ratio of police
to crime. Thirty-five years ago there were ap-
proximately three policemen for every serious
crime, every felony reported. Now there are
three felonies for every police officer. That puts
enormous pressure on those police officers. I’m
not justifying abuse. I’m just talking about the
kinds of pressures in the day-to-day work of
the cops on the beat, out there on the front
line living with all this. So I believe that if
you had more police officers who were well-
trained, you would have a reduction in tensions.

But secondly and more importantly, I believe
it’s important to go to community based polic-
ing, where you have the same group of police
officers, unless they’re misbehaving, working in
the communities month in and month out, year
in and year out, establishing relationships with
people in the communities so that you dramati-
cally reduce the likelihood of abuse or fear, be-
cause people know each other. They’ve got peo-
ple walking the beats. They know the first
names of the police officers. They see them
as friends. In the cities where I have seen that
happen, I have seen not only a decline in crime
but also an increase in mutual trust and under-
standing between folks in a community and folks
in the uniforms.

So I think you’ve made a very good point.
It’s not just important that we have more police
officers, but the structure of policing, in my
judgment, has to be more rooted in particular
communities. And I think if we did that, the
crime rate would go down significantly. And by
the way, there is a lot of evidence, probably
in a lot of the cities in which you live here,
that that would in fact occur.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:56 p.m. at the
Marriott Copley Place Hotel.

Statement to Participants in the March for Lesbian, Gay, and Bi Equal
Rights and Liberation
April 25, 1993

Welcome to Washington, DC, your Nation’s
Capital.

During my campaign and since my election,
I have said that America does not have a person
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to waste. Today I want you to know that I
am still committed to that principle.

I stand with you in the struggle for equality
for all Americans, including gay men and les-
bians. In this great country, founded on the
principle that all people are created equal, we
must learn to put aside what divides us and
focus on what we share. We all want the chance
to excel in our work. We all want to be safe
in our communities. We all want the support
and acceptance of our friends and families.

Last November, the American people sent a
message to make Government more accountable
to all its citizens, regardless of race, class, gen-
der, disability, or sexual orientation. I am proud
of the strides we are making in that direction.

The Pentagon has stopped asking recruits
about their sexual orientation, and I have asked
the Secretary of Defense to determine how to
implement an Executive order lifting the ban
on gays and lesbians in the military by July
15.

My 1994 budget increases funding for AIDS
research, and my economic plan will fully fund
the Ryan White Act. Soon I will announce a
new AIDS coordinator to implement the rec-
ommendations of the AIDS Commission reports.

I met 9 days ago with leaders of the gay
and lesbian community in the Oval Office at
the White House. I am told that this meeting
marks the first time in history that the President
of the United States has held such a meeting.
In addition, members of my staff have been
and will continue to be in regular communica-
tion with the gay and lesbian community.

I still believe every American who works hard
and plays by the rules ought to be a part of
the national community. Let us work together
to make this vision real.

Thank you.

NOTE: Representative Nancy Pelosi read the
statement to march participants assembled on The
Mall.

Remarks to the Champion University of Arkansas Track Team
April 26, 1993

Thank you very much. Please be seated. As
all of you know, as an ardent sports fan I have
happily followed the practice of previous Presi-
dents in welcoming to the White House various
national championship teams in college and pro-
fessional athletics. But this is a special honor
for me today to welcome to the White House
an historic team, the NCAA indoor track cham-
pions for the 10th year in a row, the Razorbacks
from my home State and home university, the
University of Arkansas.

I also want to extend a special welcome to
my friend, who this year became the most suc-
cessful coach in the history of intercollegiate
athletics, John McDonnell. I’m sorry it’s raining
here today. I wanted the team to have a chance
to try out the new jogging track on the South
Lawn. [Laughter]

I also want to say that this team has done
some amazing things. I would like to just say
that it’s really worth contemplating how it hap-
pened and what it means for the efforts they
made and the kinds of things that ought to
be done in intercollegiate athletics and at the

athletic events and teams of younger people,
too. This is the first time that any team in any
sport has ever won 10 national titles in a row.
The Razorbacks, under coach McDonnell, have
now won 18 national championships in cross-
country and indoor and outdoor track, which
makes him the winningest coach in history.

Just think of it, though, John: If you had
come here last year they might have called you
the failed coach from a small southern State.
[Laughter] Before the coach came to the Uni-
versity of Arkansas we really had no history of
track success there; football got all the attention.
He left his native County Mayo in the west
of Ireland and made his way to Arkansas, and
he’s been bringing our track teams the Irish
luck ever since.

I am told now that every one of our school’s
indoor and outdoor track records is held by one
of John’s recruits. Over the last three decades,
since he came to the university in the seventies,
he’s coached 10 Olympians in 4 games, includ-
ing Mike Conley who won the gold in the triple
jump last year in Barcelona. He’s fostered 19
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