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the work you do. There’s no greater goal for
America’s families than to be able to live in
their own homes and to help their children and
their grandchildren and their neighbors to do
it.

I respect you, too, because I know that you
live with a certain amount of uncertainty in your
own life. You live by your wits; you live by
your efforts. You don’t have a guaranteed in-
come. How well you do depends on how hard
and how smart you work, but it also depends
on the decisions made by people in this town
and by people all around the world that you
don’t know that impinge on your life and set
the parameters in which you operate.

And so I ask you to help join me again in
partnership on these issues, to make sure that
the struggles that we have in the months ahead
are great battles of ideas. It is an exciting time,
after all. A lot of good things are going on.
The cold war is over. The people of Russia
stood up to the old guard and said, “We're
going to stay with freedom. We're going to stay
with free market economics. We don’t want to
go back to being an imperial power. We'd like
to be part of the world,” that you and I take
for granted.

A lot of good things going on. Productivity
in the private sector in this country increased
by the highest rate in 20 years in the last quarter
of last year, the American business sector trying
to reinvest, trying to compete. A lot of good
things going on, but a lot of profound chal-

lenges. Let these challenges be addressed in
the spirit of partnership, and let the battles be
battles of ideas, not politics.

I do not think we can be down about what’s
going on. These problems are big problems.
They're the problems of our generation. We in-
herited them, and it’s our job to deal with them,
not to moan about them. That’s our job, to
roll up our sleeves and face them and deal with
them.

One of the greatest poets that this country
ever produced was Carl Sandburg. And I used
to save a little quote by Carl Sandburg. I carried
it with me for years and years when I was a
young man. And it was—I believe I remember
it, even though I haven't seen it in 15 years.
Sandburg said, “A tough will counts. So does
desire. So does a rich, soft wanting. Without
rich wanting, nothing arrives. Without effort,
nothing arrives.” Sandburg said, “I see America
not in the setting sun of black night of despair
ahead of us. I see America in the crimson light
of a rising sun, fresh from the burning, creative
hand of God. I see great days ahead, great days
possible to men and women of will and vision.”
I see that, and I think you do, too.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:52 a.m. at the
Sheraton Washington Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to Bill Chee, president, National Realtors
Association.
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The President. Good afternoon. I want to
apologize to the people who are here from
North Carolina and Texas. I have been inside
in a meeting with some Members of the United
States Congress of both parties, some of whom
are also here in the crowd, talking about the
situation in Bosnia. And I got away as quickly
as I could. T thank all of you for coming here.

It’s a great honor for me as an ardent basket-
ball fan to welcome to the White House two
proud new national champions, the Tarheels of
North Carolina and the Lady Raiders of Texas
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Tech, who won the men’s and women’s NCAA
basketball championships.

The Lady Raiders have been stirring things
up in West Texas for some time now, with back-
to-back Southwest Conference titles, and this
year, of course, they brought home Texas Tech’s
first national championship in any sport. It helps
when you have a secret weapon in basketball
whose name rhymes with “hoops.” No doubt
about it, Cheryl Swoopes turned in a tour-
nament performance that was one for the ages.
She averaged over 32 points a game and scored
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47 points in the final, which is an all-time cham-
pionship record for men or women in basketball
finals. If anybody hasn’t figured it out yet, I
think women’s basketball has arrived.

I'd also like to say that we have to make
special mention of the coach of the Lady Raid-
ers, coach Marcia Sharp, who is a four-time
Southwest Conference Coach of the Year and
who took a wonderful 11-year career at Texas
Tech to new heights.

Then there are the Tarheels, one of whom
had the grace to remind me that they waxed
Arkansas in getting to the Sweet 16. [Laughter]
There may not be many things you can depend
upon in this world, but normally it is when
“March Madness” rolls around, you can be sure
that Dean Smith’s Tarheels will be there at the
final bell, with discipline and style as great as
any you will ever see. Nineteen consecutive
years in the NCAA, 13 trips to the Sweet 16,
9 times to the Final 4, 2 national championships.
Even though I have to admit that I didn’t pull
for them in every game—(laughter]—I thought
they were magnificent, true Carolina Blue cham-
pions.

I also want to say a special word of thanks
to Eric Montross for not standing on the riser
when I walked by. I felt small enough as it
was. [Laughter] I want to congratulate him and
Donald Williams for the three-pointers that they
made, and George Lynch for muscling out his
opposition on the inside. As a matter of fact,
I was thinking of asking George to stay around
here for a few days and help me. [Laughter]

I want to say again that the thing I like about
basketball and the thing I think our country
needs more of is that you can’t just win with
great players; you have to have great teamwork.
People have to understand each other’s
strengths and weaknesses and learn to work to-
gether in a consistent way. These two teams
have done it and have done it magnificently,
and it’s a great honor for me to welcome them
to the White House today.

I'd like to now invite the coaches to come
up and say a few words.

[At this point, team members were introduced,
and each team presented the President with a

basketball. ]

The President. 1 want to invite all the people
to come up here, and we’ll all take a few pic-
tures and everything. And I thank all of you
for coming. I want to take a few minutes; then
I've got to go back to my meeting. Thank you
very much.

Congressional Meeting on Bosnia

Q. Have you talked to Biden about your deci-
sion, or is this just an information meeting?

The President. No. I have not made a final
decision yet, and I am consulting with them
and giving them a chance to tell me what they
think we should do. And I think that’s the ap-
propriate thing to do. I've tried to proceed here,
as I did in Russia, with bipartisan support. We're
having a very good meeting, and I'm going to
take a few minutes to shake hands, then go
back to the meeting. We're in the middle of
the meeting. I have no results to report, but
I am just listening to them.

OMB Director Panetta

Q. What do you think about what Mr. Panetta
said today?

Q. Are you taking Leon Panetta to the wood-
shed, Mr. President?

The President. No, I don’t need to take him
to the woodshed. I need for him to get his
spirits up a little. You know, this is like a basket-
ball game. You see, these guys, there were a
lot of times that they were in close games; a
lot of times they were in close games, they
wound up winning.

I just think he’s been working 60 to 70 hours
a week, and he got discouraged. I need for
him to sort of get his spirits up. He’s done
a wonderful job for this administration. He’s
got a lot of credibility, and I think every Mem-
ber of Congress that’s ever worked with Leon
Panetta would say he’s one of the most honest,
competent people they've ever worked with. He
had a bad day yesterday because he got his
spirits down. I want to buck him up; I don’t
want to take him to the woodshed.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 4:45 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.
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