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instructed Secretary Christopher to continue as
planned with his consultations through Europe
on the measures we will take if the Serbs do
not act in good faith.

I have spoken in the past 2 days with a num-
ber of congressional leaders as well as President
Yeltsin, Prime Minister Major, Chancellor Kohl,

President Mitterrand, Prime Minister Mulroney,
and Prime Minister-designate Ciampi. I will
continue such consultations.

We all hope for a true and just peace in
Bosnia. It must include not only the provisions
of peace on paper but also the practices of
peace on the ground.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With Governor Chris Patten
of Hong Kong
May 3, 1993

Bosnia

Q. Mr. President, do you expect the Serbs
to keep their word——

The President. The what?
Q. ——the Bosnian Serbs? Do you trust the

Serbs at this point?
The President. Well, I want to reiterate what

we’ve already said. I want to evaluate them by
their actions. We’ll see what they do. I hope
the Serbian Assembly will support the decision
to sign onto Vance-Owen, and we’ll just see.
We’ll just have to measure it as we go along.

Q. Mr. President, are you still committed,
as you said, to sending in ground troops to help
enforce the peace if it does hold? Would there
be American participation in a peacekeeping
mission?

The President. We said several weeks ago that
the United States would be prepared to support
a United Nations effort, heavily engaged in by
the Europeans, to help to enforce a peace if
a peace was made that we would have no inter-
est in. We were not interested in sending sol-
diers in there into combat, into a fighting situa-
tion but that we thought there would have to
be a peacekeeping force there and that we
would be prepared to participate.

Q. Well, if this peace holds, then, if Vance-
Owen holds, you’ve got 10 provinces, wouldn’t
that be a very difficult and dangerous mission
for American and United Nations forces?

The President. No, it depends entirely on
what happens between now and then. And be-
fore I agree to put one American soldier there,
we’re going to watch events, and I will obviously
speak not only to you but directly to the Amer-
ican people about it.

Q. How many do you contemplate sending
in?

The President. I think it’s very important now
to point out—let me just restate what’s at stake
here—there has been enormous loss of life
under especially brutal conditions there. And it
is a very politically unstable part of the world,
which has significant potential for a wider war.

So the United States has tried to work with
our allies—Secretary Christopher, as you know,
is on this mission now—in an attempt to get
the parties together so that we can present a
united front and so that we can keep the pres-
sure up to end the killing but also to stop the
prospect of a much wider war, which could
cause much more trouble, much more instabil-
ity. But there has been at this point no decision
made on any of that, and I would not make
any such decisions without further consultation
with the Congress and discussing it directly with
the American people.

Q. Why don’t the allies agree with you?
Q. Are you getting cooperation from the

allies——
The President. So far, the meetings are going

great.
Q. Have you talked to Christopher?
The President. I have. I talked to him twice

yesterday, talked to him twice.
Q. You mean, they have signed on your pol-

icy?
The President. I talked to Christopher, Prime

Minister Major, President Mitterrand, the Prime
Minister-designate of Italy, to President Yeltsin,
and to Chancellor Kohl. I’ve talked to a lot
of people——

Q. And they all agree——
The President. ——Prime Minister Mulroney.

We have agreed that we’re going to keep the
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pressure up and have a united front and move
forward, and we’re developing a policy now.

China
Q. Mr. President, can we ask you a question

about——
The President. Sure.
Q. ——we’re just trying find out—the Gov-

ernor will be here to ask you not to renew
MFN with conditions. You have said that you
will have some conditions. Can you have any
kind of a compromise here? And the other ques-
tion was, if you do support the Governor’s pro-
posals, do you think that will upset the Chinese?

The President. Well, let me answer the first
question first. We obviously hope that we can
maintain the maximum good relationship with
the Chinese. I have no interest in trying to
isolate them. I’m encouraged by the successes
of their economic reforms. And that’s got to
be in the interest of the whole world if it is
accompanied with responsible behavior and re-
spect for human rights and movement toward
a more democratic society. There has been some
encouraging news in China on a number of
fronts in the last few weeks. I still think that
more needs to be done. And I’m hopeful that

it will be. But we’re not in the position to say
finally what the condition of our relations will
be—and next month when the time runs out
because it’s an evolving situation.

And secondly, I just have to say that I think
that the democracy initiative in Hong Kong is
a good thing. And I’m encouraged that the par-
ties have agreed to talk about it. And it’s one
of the world’s most vibrant, thriving important
cities. It is an incredible center of commerce
and haven of opportunity for millions of people
who literally have—many of them have not a
thing but the clothes on their back when they
came there. And I think the idea of trying to
keep it an open and free society after 1997
is in the best interest of the Chinese. I think
it’s clearly in the best interest of the Chinese.
So I think this initiative is well-founded, and
I support it. I hope it doesn’t offend anybody,
but how can the United States be against de-
mocracy? That’s our job; get out there and pro-
mote it.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:31 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Remarks on Signing the Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month
Proclamation
May 3, 1993

Thank you very much. Let me begin by ex-
tending a warm welcome to all of you, especially
those who have traveled very great distances,
as many of you have, to help celebrate Asian
Pacific American Heritage Month.

I’m pleased to be joined on the stage by Sen-
ator Dan Akaka, with whom I played golf last
weekend—less well than he did, I might add—
and Representatives Bob Matsui, Norm Mineta,
Robert Underwood, Patsy Mink, Eni
Faleomavaega—did I do a good job? Pretty
good—and Jay Kim. And let us also honor the
memory of the late Senator Spark Matsunaga,
who left such a wonderful legacy as a true friend
of the Asian Pacific community.

My campaign and my administration have
gained so much from the talents of Asian Pacific
Americans, and I’d like to recognize just a few

of them: Barbara Chow, my Special Assistant
for Legislative Affairs; Neil Dhillon, at the De-
partment of Transportation; Atul Gawande, who
has been working on the Health Care Task
Force; Maria Haley on our personal staff; Goody
Marshall with the Vice President’s staff; Doris
Matsui in Public Liaison who did such a won-
derful job with this event; Shirley Sagawa in
Legislative Affairs; Debra Shon at the United
States Trade Representative’s Office; Melinda
Yee at the Department of Commerce; and many
others who are an essential part of our efforts
every day.

Fifteen years ago, Representative Frank Hor-
ton introduced the first resolution proclaiming
Asian Pacific American Heritage Week, honoring
the significant contributions of Asian Pacific
Americans in all walks of life. In 1990, Congress
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