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Thank you very much. Thank you. I started
to apologize for being late, but now I'm glad
I am. Youre in a good humor. [Laughter] I
have, as you can tell by my outfit, been some-
where else tonight, but I'm awfully glad to be
here. T want to say to Dr. Cardenas and to
all of you, happy Cinco de Mayo. Viva public
radio. And thank you for letting me be here
tonight.

There are a lot of friends of mine here, and
you see with me Secretary Cisneros and Sec-
retary Pena. They've talked already, I think. I'm
very proud of them. I'm very glad theyre a
part of my administration, along with Regina
Montoya, who is my Special Assistant for Inter-
governmental Relations. That means when Gov-
ernors and Mayors are happy, it’s her fault.
When theyre mad, it’s because I made a mis-
take. [Laughter] 1 also would like to thank the
Members of Congress who are here: Congress-
men Esteban Torres, Carlos Romero-Barcelo,
Bob Menendez, Solomon Ortiz, Ed Pastor, and
Luis Gutierrez, my good friends here. I also
want to note the presence here of three people
from KUAR-FM in Little Rock, Arkansas: Re-
gina Dean, Ben Frye, and Tim Edwards.

Last year at this time I celebrated Cinco de
Mayo on the town square in San Francisco with
tens of thousands of people. It was an ecstatic
day, 4 weeks from the end of the primary sea-
son. I am deeply honored to be here with you
tonight to acknowledge this important day,
which was a day of victory and a new beginning
for the people of Mexico.

Tonight we celebrate another new beginning,
and I want to offer my congratulations and best
wishes to all who have worked so hard to launch
“Latino USA.” I believe it will be a new forum
for all the diverse voices throughout America’s
Latino communities and a new way for more
Americans to learn more about the importance
of the many Latino cultures in the United States
and the many leaders who have brought and
are bringing hope and inspiration to all Ameri-
cans. I think tonight I'd like to say that we
ought to have a special word of thanks for the
life and work of the late Cesar Chavez. [Ap-
plause]

I want to say a special word of thanks to
the Members of the Congressional Hispanic

Caucus; I have introduced many of them to
you. They have met with me extensively, and
they've helped to make me more aware of the
needs and opportunities in Latino communities
throughout the United States and in Puerto
Rico. That’s all part of the United States. I'm
still for self-determination, by the way. That’s
my position, and I want to follow it.

I want to say also that the Health Care Task
Force, which my wife is chairing, has benefited
immensely from the contributions of Latinos in
community-based health movements all over the
United States who have helped us to understand
some of the special needs that we must respond
to in putting together a real program to provide
health security for all the people of the United
States, something that we are determined to do
this year. And I want you to support us in that.

I also want you to know that—I don’t know
if this is a commendation or a condemnation
in the world of electoral politics—but my wife
and I are NPR junkies. When I was Governor
of Arkansas, we woke every morning for more
than a decade to the NPR station at home,
kicking on at 6 am. Our radio would come
on, and I would hear some thoughtful news
broadcast but desperately want to go back to
sleep. But the earnest sincerity of NPR always
got me up and got me going. As a matter of
fact, I was so impressed with the quality—yes,
I am—/(laughter]—the quality of the programs
that I asked NPR’s president, Douglas Bennet,
to leave his post and join my administration
as Assistant Secretary of State for International
Organizations. Now, I want you to know that
Doug has his hearing on Friday. And after all
these years, he’s going to get a feel for what
it’s like to be on the other side of the micro-
phone. That was almost worth making the ap-
pointment for. [Laughter]

I also want to say a word of congratulations
to NPR’s news division and its vice president
for news, Bill Buzenberg, for “All Things Con-
sidered,” which celebrated its 22d anniversary
on Monday, a great program. I hope that
“Latino USA” does for its audiences what pro-
grams like “All Things Considered” and “Morn-
ing Edition” do for audiences all across America
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today. Perhaps 22 Cinco de Mayos from today,
you too will be able to look back and remember
what an important beginning this really was.

And let me say in general, I am trying to
make this administration one of new beginnings.
I'm doing my best every day to get up and
go to work with people like Henry and Federico,
knowing that we don’t have all the answers and
knowing that you can’t just turn the ship of
state around overnight, but believing that our
solemn obligation is to get up every day and
try to change this country for the better and
try to make it possible for Americans to honestly
and maturely and with discipline and vision and

will face our problems and seize our opportuni-
ties, trying to make absolutely sure that our di-
versity is a cause of strength not a source of
division so that every person in this country
and every child, like that beautiful little girl
I held up a minute ago, can grow up and live
to the fullest of their God-given capacities. That
is our job.
Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 p.m. at the
Sequoia Restaurant. In his remarks, he referred
to Gilbert Cardenas, executive producer of
“Latino USA.”

Message to the Congress Transmitting Proposed Legislation on National

Service and Student Loan Reform
May 5, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit today for your imme-
diate consideration and enactment the “National
Service Trust Act of 1993” and the “Student
Loan Reform Act of 1993.” These Acts rep-
resent innovative public policy founded on tradi-
tional American values: offering educational op-
portunity, rewarding personal responsibility, and
building the American community. In affirming
these values, the Acts reject wasteful bureauc-
racy—instead reinventing government to unleash
the ideas and initiative of the American people.
Also transmitted is a section-by-section analysis.

Throughout the Presidential campaign last
year, Americans of all backgrounds and political
persuasions responded to national service like
few other ideas. The reasons are clear. Higher
education is fundamental to the American
Dream, but complex procedures and inflexible
repayment plans have created serious problems
for many students with education loans to pay
back. Defaults are too high today—and taxpayers
are left to foot the bill. Americans are yearning
to reaffirm an American community that tran-
scends race, region, or religion—and to tackle
the problems that threaten our shared future.

The two Acts are designed to meet these
basic American needs. The National Service
Trust Act of 1993 establishes a domestic Peace
Corps, offering hundreds of thousands of young
people the opportunity to pay for school by
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doing work our country needs. The Student
Loan Reform Act of 1993 overhauls the student
loan system. Through a one-stop direct student
loan program, the Act will save taxpayers billions
of dollars, lower interest rates for students, and
simplify the financial aid system. And through
new EXCEL Accounts and other repayment op-
tions, the Act will offer borrowers greater choice
and lower monthly payments while reducing the
chance of defaults.

The National Service Trust Act of 1993 estab-
lishes a definition of national service that is clear
but broad. National service is work that address-
es unmet educational, environmental, human, or
public safety needs. It enriches the lives of those
who serve, instilling the ethic of civic respon-
sibility that is essential to our democracy. And
national service does not displace or duplicate
the functions of existing workers.

Building on the National and Community
Service Act of 1990 and the flourishing commu-
nity service programs of nonprofit organizations
and States, the initiative rejects bureaucracy in
favor of locally driven programs. In the spirit
of reinventing government, the Act will em-
power those with the greatest expertise and in-
centives to make national service work.

The Act enables citizens of all backgrounds
to serve and use their educational awards where
they see fit. While many participants will be
recent college graduates, Americans will be eligi-
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