
714

May 21 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

but I think it’s something we have to be very
skeptical about. We don’t want our people in
there basically in a shooting gallery.

Q. [Inaudible]—the issue, though, for now of
the land the Serbs have grabbed by force in
favor of the idea of this containment?

The President. I will say what I said from
the very beginning. Our fundamental interests
here, the United States interests, are two. We
want the conflict to be contained, and we want
the slaughter and the ethnic cleansing to stop.

We believe in order to get that done ultimately
there will have to be some reasonable borders,
some political solution to this which has a rea-
sonable territorial component. And we’ll just
have to see what happens over the next few
weeks.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:15 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House, prior to a Cab-
inet meeting. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this exchange.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With President Glafcos
Clerides of Cyprus
May 21, 1993

Cyprus
Q. Mr. President, is the United States willing

to be a guarantor for Cyprus?
The President. Well, we want to do what we

can to promote a good agreement there, and
we’re going to be actively involved in working
toward a peaceful settlement. The talks are just
about to start again, and I don’t think I should
say or do anything which would disrupt them.
But I’m glad to have the President here. I really
appreciate the attitude he’s taken. And I think
that we have the best chance we’ve had in quite
a long while to have a peaceful, successful con-
clusion to these talks.

White House Travel Office
Q. Mr. President, do you think that you have

at least the appearance of a problem in firing
seven people, five of them apparently without
cause, and replacing them with a relative and
a major campaign contributor?

The President. Well, I think, first of all, you
ought to talk to my staff people who made those
decisions. We reviewed the operation of every
part of the White House. There was an audit,
a review audit by Peat Marwick. It is my under-
standing that the decision was made based on
striving to end inefficiency and mismanagement.
And I believe the very first chartered plane
flight coming out tomorrow under the new order
of things is going to save about 25 percent over
the old policy. And we’re going to save the
taxpayers money and save the press money,
something I heard mentioned at the last press
dinner.

So I think what they’re trying to do is right.
If you have any particular questions about what
they did, I would refer you to the people who
made the decisions.

Q. Mr. President, Senator Bond has written
you a letter saying that there’s a pattern of firing
experienced public servants and replacing them
with young political appointees.

The President. I ask that you look at the facts.
Is he defending the practices? Are you defend-
ing the practices? We now have a report on
this. Do you think it’s fine to have no-bid plane
rides? At the press dinner there was a complaint
about the costs of these plane rides to the press.
The very first time in the new regime we go
to a competitive bidding, modern system, any-
thing that you would expect done in any sort
of private company, and there’s a 25 percent
savings. Look at the facts, evaluate the facts,
and draw your own conclusions.

Q. [Inaudible]—on this issue and the haircut
issue?

The President. Not for me. That’s what we’ve
got a first amendment for. All I know is the
taxpayers save money and the press saves
money.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Cyprus
Q. Mr. President, do you see any room for

a direct U.S. involvement in the Cyprus issue?
The President. The President is just about to

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 09:59 Oct 16, 2000 Jkt 190399 PO 00000 Frm 00714 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 D:\DOCS\PAP_TEXT APPS10 PsN: PAP_TEXT



715

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / May 21

start another round of talks, and I don’t think
I should prejudge the talks. But I have assured
him that the United States wants to be active
and constructive. And I think we have a reason-
able chance to see a successful conclusion of
these talks, perhaps the best chance in a long
time, not because of me but because of where
the parties are and the leadership that will be
exercised. And the United States, if we can be
helpful, we want to be. But I don’t think we
should be specific. I think we should let what-
ever happens come out of these talks and obvi-
ously be generated from the parties themselves.

Q. Is your administration prepared to provide
some type of guarantee, assurances, resolutions,
Mr. President?

The President. Let’s see what comes out of
the talks and what we’re asked to do. Again,
I want to be supportive of the process. And
I think that if we’re supportive of the process,
then we’re more likely to get a good result.
I don’t think I should prejudge it or anything
we might be asked to do.

NOTE: The exchange began at 5:50 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance With
United Nations Security Council Resolutions
May 21, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use of

Military Force Against Iraq Resolution (Public
Law 102–1), and as part of my effort to keep
the Congress fully informed, I am reporting on
the status of efforts to obtain Iraq’s compliance
with the resolutions adopted by the U.N. Secu-
rity Council.

My Administration insists on full Iraqi compli-
ance with all U.N. Security Council resolutions.
We support Iraqi territorial integrity and will
continue to support international efforts de-
signed to ensure that the Iraqi regime does not
threaten international peace and security and
that it stops the repression of its own people.
We continue to work to ensure the integrity
of the U.N. sanctions regime, which is the best
means to promote Iraqi compliance.

In accordance with U.N. Security Council
Resolution 687, the U.N. Special Commission
on Iraq (UNSCOM) and the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) have conducted
four inspections of Iraq’s weapons of mass de-
struction (WMD) programs since the events de-
scribed in my last report. Three teams remained
in Iraq conducting routine inspection activities:
a group at Al Muthanna, where the destruction
of chemical munitions continues; a team that
is undertaking medium-to-long-term monitoring
of missile research and development facilities;
and an aerial inspection team.

Ongoing inspections reveal that Iraq still is
not complying with applicable Security Council
resolutions. In March, UNSCOM #52/IAEA #18
concluded that, of the 242 machine tools at the
Hatteen Establishment, a large number should
have been—but were not—included in Iraq’s
December 1991 declaration to the Security
Council. U.N. Security Council Resolution 687
required Iraq to provide a comprehensive dec-
laration in April 1991. The IAEA is now decid-
ing what steps should be taken.

Iraqi officials have also balked at moving
chemical weapon precursors and associated
equipment to Al Muthanna for destruction, de-
spite express instructions from UNSCOM head
Rolf Ekeus. Ekeus has given Iraq until May
31 to comply, after which further steps may
be necessary.

In addition, Iraq has refused to give details
concerning suppliers for its WMD programs, al-
though there have been repeated inquiries. Iraq
has continued its refusal to accept a long-term
monitoring regime for Iraq’s WMD infrastruc-
ture. The international community must insist
on such long-term monitoring as called for in
U.N. Security Council Resolution 715.

United Nations vehicles in Iraq are regularly
vandalized, and inspectors’ personal property is
often stolen. Iraqi officials should take steps to
improve the hostile environment, which the
U.N. Sanctions Committee has noted is not in
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