
731

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / May 25

from any burden and which asks the Congress
to impose unprecedented cuts, including reduc-
ing the Federal work force by 150,000 over the
next 4 years and cutting over 200 specific Gov-
ernment programs. This is a balanced program.
We also invest in jobs, in technology, and edu-
cation and training. If we can get our house
in order, if we can bring our deficit under con-
trol, reduce it, make some room for targeted
investments in jobs and people, we can turn
this country around.

I think that the auto industry has showed
us what it takes. You’ve seen reduction in spend-
ing, you’ve seen painful cuts, you’ve seen dra-
matic increases in investment, you’ve seen
American workers not just working harder but
smarter, and you have seen years and years and

years of disciplined effort rewarded by some-
thing 5 years ago or 6 years ago most people
would tell you would never happen: American-
made cars winning the quality race and regain-
ing market share. That’s what we’re going to
do with our country.

Thank you and bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. at the
National Air and Space Museum. In his remarks,
he referred to Owen Bieber, president, United
Auto Workers; John F. Smith, Jr., president, Gen-
eral Motors Corp.; Harold A. Poling, chairman
and chief executive officer, Ford Motor Co.; Rob-
ert J. Eaton, chairman and chief executive officer,
Chrysler Corp.

Exchange With Reporters on the Economic Program
May 25, 1993

Q. Mr. President, is the House going to pass
your tax bill?

The President. I think they’re going to pass
the budget bill, yes, which has a lot of cuts
in it, and it also has some good things for these
folks, good for manufacturing, good for small
business. Good bill.

NOTE: The exchange began at 2 p.m. at the Na-
tional Air and Space Museum. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Remarks on Signing the Older Americans Month Proclamation
May 25, 1993

Thank you very much, Senator Pryor and Sec-
retary Shalala. Let me also acknowledge in the
audience the presence of Senator Bill Cohen
from Maine, Congressman Marty Martinez, and
Congressman William Hughes. We’re glad to see
them. And I also want to pay a special word
of respect to my good friend, our Vice Presi-
dent’s mother, Mrs. Pauline Gore. She’s a little
too young to be here, but I’m glad to see her
here anyway.

You know, Senator Pryor told that story about
the 100-year-old man who had been against all
the changes he’d seen. One of the things I think
that age does for all of us is it gives us the
ability to laugh at things that once we would
have cried about, something I’ve needed more
and more as I’ve taken this job. [Laughter]

But David told this story. It reminded me,
there’s a town in Arkansas that has my name,
called Clinton, and I was invited there once
to a nursing home to celebrate the 107th birth-
day of this lovely woman. And I showed up,
and she had a beautiful pink dress on. And
I said, ‘‘Gosh, you’re pretty today.’’ And she
said, ‘‘Don’t you go flirting with me. I’m not
looking for a husband.’’ [Laughter] And so I
said, ‘‘Well, I appreciate that.’’ I said, ‘‘You
know, I already have one wife. Don’t you think
that’s enough?’’ And she said, ‘‘I guess so, hard
as times are.’’ [Laughter] Sometimes I think
about that.

This is the 30th anniversary of Older Ameri-
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